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TALLAHASSEE THROUGH THE STOREBOOMS, 1843-1863: ANTEBELLUM COTTON
PROSPERITY
by C LIFTON P AISLEY *

EW THINGS STIRRED more interest than the planting, harvesting and marketing of cotton in mid-nineteenth-century
Tallahassee. In April 1849, cotton was in the ground and prospects looked bright despite a severe freeze on April 15. There
was some apprehension that the unexpected cold had badly
damaged and perhaps had destroyed the young plants, but
these fears were quickly allayed. The freeze was even more
severe in the Carolinas, Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi, and
the damage in those areas indicated a likely increase in cotton
prices from the seven or eight cents a pound of recent years.1
In addition to cotton, politics was important in Tallahassee.
Here also there was cause for satisfaction. Like other counties
in Florida’s small plantation belt, Leon was Whig, and in the
October 1848 elections, for the first time in Florida, a Whig
governor had been elected. Not only were Leon County planters
and merchants happy about this result, but they were pleased
that the victor was their neighbor and friend, Thomas Brown,
the popular innkeeper. Brown first had planned to take office
in January 1849, but the Democratic incumbent, William
Moseley, took advantage of a convenient vagueness in the law
of gubernatorial succession, and he continued to stay in office
until October 1849. Brown was not overly irritated by Moseley’s
tardiness; more important to him and his friends was the
glorious period of Whig prosperity that seemed to lie ahead.2
In this ebulient frame of mind, Tallahassee turned now to
a third interest, party-going, and preparations began for what
*. Mr. Paisley is research editor, office of the Graduate Dean, and director
of research, Florida State University,

1. Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, April 21, 28, 1849.
2. Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., The Whigs of Florida, 1845-1854 (Gainesville,
1959), 28, 33, 64.

[111]
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already was the capital’s most gala event, the May Party.3 Unlike later May Parties, the 1849 event featured a banquet served
in the senate chamber of the capitol followed by dancing in the
house of representatives. There were reportedly enough alcoholic
beverages on hand to add to the enjoyment of the occasion.4
Evidently in preparation for the May Party, William Stafford
on April 11 purchased more than $100 worth of supplies in
the Tallahassee store owned and operated by James Martin
Williams. These included the makings of party cakes: twentyfive pounds of crushed sugar and three loaves of sugar,
$8.50; two boxes of raisins, $2.00; two pounds of pecans, fifty
cents; two pounds of currants; eight pounds of almonds; a
pound of citron; twelve pounds of butter; and a barrel of
Magnolia flour. Stafford also ordered thirty-four and one-half
gallons of Old Cumberland whiskey at $1.25 a gallon, $43.12;
one gallon of Old Hard Times whiskey, $3.00; two gallons of
sweet wine, $2.00; a gallon of brandy, $4.00; a bottle of rose
cordial, $1.00; twenty pounds of twenty-five cent tobacco; and
forty-three pounds of twelve and one-half cent tobacco. He also
secured a dozen glass tumblers, two decanters, three candlesticks
with candles, four bowls, two pitchers, and knives and forks.
Williams’s customers had already begun buying dress materials, suits, hats, gloves, parasols, and other accessories to wear
to the grand event, and these purchases continued through
April 1849. For his daughter, Harry T. Wyatt purchased a fan,
$1.00; parasol, $2.50; a pair of black twisted silk mitts, $1.00;
one leather belt, twenty-five cents; five yards of thread edging,
$1.25; two and one-half yards of Swiss muslin, $2.31; and ten
yards of pink muslin, $5.62. Muslin of various colors and designs, usually in quantities of eight or ten yards, were ordered
3. According to local tradition, Tallahassee’s first May Party was held in
1833, but the earliest official May Party was recorded in 1838. See Evelyn
Whitfield Henry, “The May Party,” Apalachee, II, (1946), 35-45.
4. Preparations for the party are described in the James Martin Williams
store daybook, January l-August 4, 1849, Robert Manning Strozier
Library, Florida State University, Tallahassee. Hereinafter referred to
as Williams daybook. Little is known about Williams except that he
came to Florida from Virginia. The 1850 census lists him as being
twentv-eight years old (Seventh U.S. Census, Original Schedules, Leon
County, Florida). He operated a store in the late 1840s and early 1850s
on the west side of Monroe Street, Tallahassee. The property had a
thirty-foot frontage which began sixty-three feet north of Jefferson
Street. See Leon County Deed Records, Book K, Leon County courthouse, Tallahassee, 56.
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frequently during the month. Leslie A. Thompson bought (for
Louisa) eight yards of polka muslin at seventy-one cents a yard.
In William M. Campbell’s order, totaling $39.91, he had included polka muslin at seventy-one cents a yard. Buff and purple
muslin were also sold. Dr. Taylor ordered ten yards of black muslin and a parasol costing $3.25; J, P. Maxwell secured ten yards of
muslin of unspecified design and color, and Colonel Houghton
purchased ten yards of dotted muslin costing $6.25. Miss Ann
Newsom ordered sixteen yards of pink dotted muslin for $14.00
and two pairs of gloves for $2.00. Bonnet ribbon, lace, silk mitts,
linen braid, belt ribbon, kid gloves, white kid shoes, and pomantum were much in demand. Alexander Croom bought a laceworked cape costing $5.50, and Laban Rawls purchased thirteen
yards of Swiss muslin, $7.80; a fine parasol for $2.50; and ten
yards of printed lawn, $6.25.
The clothing needs of the Tallahassee men were hardly less
demanding. R. H. Bradford ordered a drap d’été dress coat5
for $11.00 on April 11. His kinsman, H. B. Bradford not only
bought himself a coat of the same material and price, but he
also ordered a linen coat for $3.50 and a “fancy” vest for $3.50.
I. Choice Hall purchased a $3.50 vest, a pair of drap d’été
pants for $6.00, and a drap dété coat for $12.00. A drap d’été coat cost G. J. Sharpless $13.00, while Alexander Williams
spent $4.75 for a satin vest, $11.00 for a drap d’été coat, and
$5.00 for a Panama hat. Dr. W. F. Robertson purchased a drap
d’été coat, $9.00; a black satin vest, $5.00; and drap d’été pants,
$6.25.
Tickets for the Tuesday evening party sold for $1.00 each,6
and several hundred people gathered at the capitol for the
festivities. The local paper reported that “not a few deemed
it superior to anything of the kind ever witnessed before in
Tallahassee.” Magnolia, bay, and “running vines of various descriptions” decorated the house chamber where the darkhaired
Queen of May, identified as “the charming Miss B,” delivered
5. Drap d’été, a popular material for summer dress suits, was an expensive
thin staple woolen or mixture fabric with a fine twill weave. It was
“used for evening wear and very popular with the clergy,” according to
George E. Linton, The Modern Textile Dictionary (New York, 1954), 235.
6. The $1.00 charge for the May Party apparently was one of long standing. Daybooks for 1843-1844, 1849 and 1850 mention $1.00 cash disbursements debited to customers “for May Party.”
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her May Day speech “with much grace and self-possession.”
Dressed “in purest white,” she sat on a throne during the ceremonies, “her dark hair forming a striking contrast with the
deep hue of the crown of evergreens that encircled her brow,
and her lovely eyes beaming with the pleasure and excitement
of the occasion.” The newswriter who described the activities
noted: “When these ceremonies were over, Old Fred was seen
entering the room, with his violin in his hand, and after perching himself upon a high seat prepared for the purpose and
completing all necessary preliminary arrangements, he at last
gave the desired word of command ‘gentlemen take your partners.’ This was immediately done and in a few seconds many
of the company were indulging in that amusement to which the
southern people are so much attached.” The guests adjourned
to the senate chamber for the banquet and then returned to
de dance, which went on until one in the morning.7
Tallahassee had never been a frontier community in the
traditional sense. As the seat of government for the territory
and with a settled, affluent planter population, Tallahassee in
its earliest years envisioned itself as the Charleston, Richmond,
Nashville, or Savannah for the area’s small upland cotton
region.8 Schooners, barks, and brigs called regularly at the old
Spanish port of St. Marks to load aboard the $1,200,000 annual
cotton crop and to deliver the latest products from northern mills
and shops. These goods were then hauled along the rickety
twenty-mile rail line into the city. Tallahassee served as trading
center not only for Leon County, Florida’s largest cotton county,
but also for Gadsden, Jefferson, and surrounding counties, and
even for a small section of Georgia.. The merchants’ annual
business amounted to $2,500,000.9
Late on the afternoon of May 25, 1843, a fire broke out in
Tallahassee just east of the capitol, and by nightfall it had
devasted almost the entire business area. Within three hours
7. Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, May 5, 1849.
8. Williams storebook, September 16, 1843-November 29, 1844.
9. The estimates of the value of cotton shipped from St. Marks and
Tallahassee are from an account, “Dreadful Conflagration in Tallahassee,” in the Tallahassee Star of Florida, May 27, 1843, that also described the fire of May 25, 1843, reprinted in the Florida Historical
Quarterly, III (July 1924), 44-48. By 1856 cotton shipments out of St.
Marks had increased considerably, totaling 53,277 bales worth $2,500,000.
See also Tallahassee Weekly Floridian and Journal, January 31, 1857.
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seven blocks of frame structures between Adams and Calhoun
streets, St. Augustine Street, and present-day Park Avenue had
been destroyed. This latter street, then called “the 200-foot
street,” blocked its further advance northward. It would have
spread west were it not for a double row of oaks along Adams
Street. After the conflagration, merchants moved what merchandise they had salvaged into temporary shacks erected on the
“200-foot street” and on the several Tallahassee squares. The city
council promptly adopted an ordinance requiring that structures
rebuilt in the downtown area had to be of brick or stone with
zinc, tile, or slate roofs. By the fall of 1843, several stores had
reopened.10 It is likely that the daybook for 1843-1844 records
some sales from the temporary location, and others from the
rebuilt location. Sales of building materials, including nails at
ten cents a pound (often selling by the keg) were frequent.
Among the customers was George Proctor, the well-known free
Negro carpenter and one of the early architects of Tallahassee.ll
The daybook shows that the store carried a large and
varied supply of merchandise. One could buy a bar of soap for
twenty-five cents; shaving soap for eighteen cents; a bottle of
cologne for seventy-five cents; a tooth brush for thirty-eight
cents; a shaving brush for about the same amount; a hair brush
for fifty cents; a broom for twenty-five cents; and a quire of letter
paper for thirty-eight cents. Starch, vinegar, and pepper were
regularly stocked. Tallahassee was largely candle-lit, and candles
of various kinds and the materials from which to mold them
were sold. On October 2, 1844, T. A. Bradford bought a pound
of lard candles for twenty-five cents; a pound of sperm candles
for forty cents; and a half-pound of wax candles for thirty-three
cents. Sperm candles appear to have been most frequently used,
and they were sold by the box of thirty and one-half pounds
for $12.20. There was also some demand for lamps. Lard lamps
sometimes sold for from eighty cents to $1.00 apiece; train oil
could be bought for $1.00 a gallon and lamp oil for $1.25, $1.50,
10. Ibid. “The Tallahassee Fire of 1843,” Florida Historical Quarterly, VII
(October 1928), 164-67; Fred P. Ley, Jr., “The Tallahassee Fire of
1843,” Apalachee (1948-1950), 11-19.
11. Some of George Proctor’s homes are still standing in Tallahassee. Henry
E. Palmer, “The Proctors— A True Story of Ante-Bellum Days and
Since,” Tallahassee Historical Society Annual, I (1934), 14-16.
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or $1.75 a gallon. The latter price was for the “best lamp oi1.”12
Large quantities of whiskey were sold, frequently by the
barrel, although smaller amounts could be obtained. A gallon
cost from twenty-five to fifty cents and in September 1843, a
barrel sold for $9.25. However, the price went up as the season
progressed, as more money became available, and as the quantity
of purchases increased. December was a busy month for whiskey
sales, and business grew even more in January. On one day,
January 17, 1844, four barrels were sold. One forty-one gallon
barrel went for $12.71; two barrels totaling seventy-nine and
one-half gallons sold for $24.43; and one barrel of fifty and threequarter gallons sold for $12.22. Wine, costing $1.00 a gallon,
was only rarely sold, and rum, $1.75 a gallon, was in little demand.
Tobacco was sold for chewing in large seventy-five cent plugs.
Pipe tobacco sold for twenty-five cents a pound and snuff for
twenty-five or thirty cents a small bottle. Cigars, usually spelled
“segars” by the clerk, were not yet sold in quantity, but rare
users, such as James B. Gamble, ordered them at $2.50 a box.
H. W. Braden’s purchases on November 13, 1844, reveal an
attempt to start a local cigar industry using Florida tobacco. He
bought 100 nine-inch cigar boxes for $15.00; 200 ten-inch cigar
boxes for $16.00; and some labels and paper for $3.50.
Some luxury items in the food line were available. Raisins
sold for $2.00 a pound and a keg of buckwheat for $2.25. Tea
cost $1.50 a pound, and it was used sparingly, although it was
bought occasionally by such prosperous planters as Edward
Bradford. On April 4, 1844, he ordered two pounds of tea, and
twenty pounds of coffee at $2.00 a pound. Coffee, selling in the
bean, was largely Java coffee at this time and sold in 1843-1844
for from ten to seventeen cents a pound. By 1846 Rio coffee was
being sold in Tallahassee at ten and one-half cents a pound,
and it became more popular than Java.13 Coffee frequently was
12. Train oil or whale oil was taken from the right whale. The other
lamp oils presumably were sperm oil taken from the sperm whale.
Possibly the “best lamp oil” was winter-strained sperm oil, considered
to be of superior quality. Loris S. Russell, A Heritage of Light: Lamps
and Lighting in the Early Canadian House (Toronto, 1968), 62.
13. J. Martin Williams store ledger, 1846, and store inventory, goods on
hand on July 1, 1848; July 1, 1849; July 1, 1850; July 1, 1851; July 1,
1852; and July 1, 1853.
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sold in quantities of 100 pounds, and J. J. Perkins secured this
amount on October 21, 1844, for $15.00.
Flour, shipped in from the middle west by way of New
Orleans, or arriving from the north in vessels out of New York,
sold at $8.00 a barrel. Brown sugar cost ten cents a pound, and
loaf or crushed white sugar, sold in lots of as much as 100 pounds,
was priced at seventeen cents a pound. A typical order for food
staples is that of William Lester, a local planter, who on November 2, 1843, ordered 112 pounds of coffee for $19.04, and a
barrel of flour for $7.50. Rice sold at six and one-fourth cents
a pound, and a fifty-two pound keg of lard cost $5.20. Even
though Leon County was an agricultural county, with a large
number of swine, cattle, and sheep, the store sold imported salt
pork. “Sides” and “hams” were the only cuts available at the
time. A typical purchase is that of William M. Maxwell in
November 1843: fifty pounds of bacon sides for $3.50 and
thirty-two pounds of ham for $3.20. Edward Houstoun, although
himself a plantation owner, also bought hams from Williams’s
store. On September 19, 1843, he ordered ninety-nine pounds
at eight cents a pound.
The most obvious example of “conspicuous consumption”
by the planter community at this time was the purchase of fine
clothing. The price of a palmetto hat was only sixteen cents,
but customers more frequently purchased hats costing $1.50,
$2.00, $3.00, and even more. Dr. G. W. Call on October 6, 1843,
bought “one fine pair of shoes for son” for $3.00; a few days
later Richard Hayward secured a vest for $4.50; and the same
day, William M. Footman’s purchases included a pair of pants,
$5.25; coat, $11.00; vest, $2.50; and a cravat, $1.25. Mr. Hayward returned later the same month for a dress coat, $18.00; a
pair of pants, $7.50; a fine vest, $5.00; two shirts, $4.00; and
two pairs of stockings, $1.00. Dress coats particularly were in
demand, and a frock coat sold for $25.00 on October 16, 1843.
An astrakhan cap cost $3.00, and T. A. Bradford and his
brother H. B. Bradford in October 1843 ordered hats which
cost $6.00. On September 20, 1843, William M. Bloxham, father
of the future governor of Florida, bought three net shawls for
$7.50. Occasionally, there were other purchases of women’s
finery.
There was a large demand for cheap garments for the slaves.
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William M. Maxwell in December 1843 bought 216 1/2 yards of
linsey at twenty cents a yard and 211 yards of kersey at twentythree cents a yard. Cheap heavy-duty shoes, sometimes called
“Negro shoes” and also described as “russet Brogans,” sold at
ninety cents a pair when ordered in quantity. M. Young bought
sixty pairs and John C. Hall forty pairs in October 1844.
“Negro” blankets sold in quantity for $1.00 or less, and some
planters ordered quantities of wool hats at about this price.
Kentucky jeans sold for fifty cents a yard, and it was the most
durable of all material utilized for work clothes.
There were active sales of material used in the cultivating,
picking, baling, and shipping of cotton. Baling materials included bagging and rope. Choice Hall ordered a bolt of bagging
(a total of ninety-one yards selling for seventeen and one-half
cents), $15.92, and a coil of rope (131 yards at eight cents a
yard), $10.48. There were some orders for sea island cotton
bagging at twenty-one cents a yard, although that type of cotton
was not grown extensively around Tallahassee. Bar iron, needed
for the large number of blacksmithing and similar farm jobs,
was purchased by the pound. William Lester secured 140 pounds
in February 1844, for seven cents a pound, a total of $9.80. A
pair of mill rocks used in water-driven corn mills cost $10.50.
Cotton continued up to the time ad the Civil War to be almost the only cash crop, but occasionally planters devoted
their attention to other products. There was considerable interest in 1844 in sugar cane, and in the fall of that year, the
daybook shows sales of sugar boilers and kettles. On November
21 James Kirksey bought a boiler (378 pounds at six and onefourth cents a pound) for $23.63. The same month G. Galphin,
H. Doggett, H. Vickers, and Edward Footman also bought
kettles or boilers.
That personal finery continued in great demand by affluent
Tallahasseeans at mid-century was reflected in the Williams
daybooks. 14 In the 1849-1851 period there were many entries
such as one for Joseph Austin: “one black mantilla, $16.00.”
Mrs. Susan Blake paid $10.00 for a black mantilla, and Jeptha
Dykes secured bonnet and trimmings for $6.75. Frock coats
14. Material in the following paragraphs is from the Williams daybook,
1849; daybook, January 1-June 30, 1851: or account book, January 1,
1850-January 1853, except as indicated.
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sold frequently for as much as $20.00, although F. E. Carn only
paid $18.00 for one. He also bought some pants for $7.50. C. B.
Allen’s frock coat cost $17.00, while Willis Hudnall secured a
“fine overcoat for son, $13.” A. B. Clarke purchased “for lady”
seven ond one-half yards of white satin costing $9.06, and nine
yards of silk serge sold for $11.25. The 1850 inventory records
several “fancy Spanish fans” on hand, priced wholesale at $3.00,
$5.00, and $6.00. N. N. Branch purchased a fine dress coat,
$20.00; cassimere tweed coat, $10.00; fancy vest, $4.00; and pair
of pants, $6.00. The order by Governor Thomas Brown “for
Miss Mag” included half a yard of velvet trimming, thirty-eight
cents; one belt ribbon, fifty cents; and one nightingale sash,
$2.50. Included in the purchase of John P. Scott were a cloak,
$19.00; sack coat, $14.00; silk dress, $20.00; a pair of boots, $6.75;
and silk cravat, $1.75, for a total of $61.50. Leghorn hats cost
$1.50 and $2.00; a “fine beaver hat” cost Madison Lott $5.00.
James Locker paid $5.00 for a moleskin hat, and R. B. Houghton
spent $5.50 for a Panama hat.15 A black satin vest cost Dr.
William F. Robertson $6.50. Novelty items and goods for children were also carried by the store; grass skirts for instance sold
for seventy-five cents to $1.00.
Gentlemen were not only well-clothed, but they also had to
have fine boots and a handsome saddle. William H. Gibson
paid $7.00 for a pair of calf water-proof sewed boots, and William
Edward Fisher bought a pair for $7.00 and a “black quilted
saddle” for $17.00. Gilbert N. Williams paid $17.00 for a Spanish
saddle; Zacheus Ryalls purchased one for $15.00; and N. N.
Branch paid $12.00 for a Spanish saddle and $12.00 for a “superior side saddle.” In a store purchase totaling $70.13, William
Stafford secured a $15.00 saddle; and for $90.68 Dr. J. H. Hill
secured a $14.50 saddle and martingale. Expensive firearms were
in demand. A standard single-barrel only cost $12.00, but William
H. Gibson and John D. Branch each paid $27.00 for a “fine
double barreled gun.” The ultimate in fowling pieces was the
“superior twist double barrel gun” bought by John Thompson
for $50.00.
15. An inventory on July 1, 1848, showed these hats and caps on hand: fur,
$3.50, wholesale; boys’ cloth, $1.00; infants (fancy), $1.00; otter skin
cap, $3.00; black silk, $2.50; plush, $2.25; imitation, $1.00. Following
the California gold rush the store also occasionally sold a “California
hat” for $1.38.
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With cotton prices high and goods coming into St. Marks in
increasing quantity, the 1840s and 1850s saw large expenditures
going into houses and furnishings. F. E. Carn purchased twentyfive yards of carpeting for $19.50; Miles Johnson bought thirtyfour yards for $42.50; and George Alexander Croom, thirty-six
yards for $49.50. Croom had purchased the fine two-story house
Casa de Lago located on a hill overlooking Lake Jackson. William Campbell ordered a bookcase which cost $20.00. Harry T.
Wyatt had an extension table which cost $22.00 shipped in
from New York. It cost $5.00 to move the table to Tallahassee.
It was not uncommon to see purchases evidently made to outfit
a new household such as those totaling $134.07 by Mrs. Sarah O.
Williams. Thomas A. Bradford spent $28.69 on a 123-piece
dinner set. Cane-bottom chairs apparently were new to Tallahassee and were in demand, especially maple ones. Miss Penelope
Tyson paid $4.00 for a cane seat rocking chair for the Reverend
Mr. Blake and $1.75 for a cane seat straight chair. B. F. Whitner
ordered a set of knives and forks for $20.00, and William Stafford
purchased a white Granite tureen for $5.00; a pair of white
Granite steak dishes, $3.00; a large white Granite dish, $2.25;
and three moderate size white Granite dishes, $4.50.
A “swinging lamp for store,” obtained by Williams from
Towle and Myers, local jewelers, for $3.00; might have been
utilized as a mobile advertisement for home improvements.
Williams also had in his display room at this time a shower bath
valued at $10.00 and a foot tub worth twenty-five cents, symbols
of a future Tallahassee that was still very much a part of the
wash basin and pitcher era. News that fresh goods had arrived
in the store spread rapidly by word of mouth in Tallahassee
and its environs. As a result Williams’s entire bill for advertising
in the local paper, the Florida Sentinel, came only to $43.39 in
merchandise and cash for Joseph Clisby, the publisher. This
was only a little more than the $32..00 that Williams paid in
city taxes.
In addition to having fine homes, affluent Tallahasseeans
liked to travel in style, and in the period around 1850 they
began to do so in increasing luxury. One had to arrange for
Williams to make the purchase in New York, but several local
residents ordered four-seat Rockaway carriages. Joseph Chandler
bought one for $283.62, and the total price delivered in Talla-
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hassee came to $314.83. William Stafford bought a Rockaway
with set of harness for $270.00, and the cost delivered was
$300.70. Willis Hudnall’s carriage sold for $500.00, and the
total cost was $534.73.
Food expenditures also increased as planter income rose, or
at least as it appeared it would with increasing cotton prices.
Flour was bought now not only as “northern” and “western”
flour but as “New York,” “Genesee” (favored by George A.
Croom), “St, Louis,” “St. Louis Mills,” “Peoria Mills,” “Albion
Mills,” and ‘Magnolia flour.” The price, however, was the same
as in the 1840s, still $7.00 to $9.00 a barrel. Tallahassee citizens
continued to import much of their pork, and like the flour, much
of it came by boat from New Orleans. It arrived as barreled
mess pork or as shoulders or sides packed in giant casks.15
Occasionally corn was shipped in from New Orleans even though
Leon County usually had more acreage in corn than in cotton.
How much was added to the cost is indicated in the purchase
of 135 sacks by R. B. Houghton in March 1851: 316 bushels of
corn totalled $180.16; handling in New Orleans, $11.68; freight
by boat, $39.50; storage at St. Marks, $13.80; rail freight to
Tallahassee, $15.80; exchange, $7.80; total, $267.74.
Oysters sold for fifty cents a bushel, and the Williams store
also carried crackers to eat with them. Mackerel sold not only
by the pound but occasionally by the barrel, the latter costing
$14.50. The price of sardines was seventy-five cents a box. Dried
and fresh apples and peaches were available part of the year,
and oranges sold for fifty cents a dozen in February 1851. A jar
of prunes cost $1.75 in September 1850. Williams’s customers
developed a taste for shipped-in butter, and twenty-seven pounds
of “northern butter” were sold to M. M. Johnston for $8.44 on
January 23, 1851. Although pork appeared to be the usual
meat for white and black alike, J. J. Bond purchased “family
beef” which had been shipped in a barrel and which cost $13.00.
For those who could not afford better cuts, pigs feet sold at
$3.50 a keg.
Probably for a state dinner Governor Thomas Brown, “per
order of Miss Mag,” his daughter, on February 19, 1851, ordered
16. The typical size of these casks can be seen from the record of this
shipment of bacon sides: one cask, 678 pounds at six and three-fourth
cents, $47.12.
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a barrel of flour, $9.00; twelve pounds of brown sugar, $1.50;
eight pounds of loaf sugar, $1.50; one quart of vinegar, nineteen
cents; two vials of New Orleans pepper, fifty cents; ten pounds
of lard, $1.25; nine and one-half pounds of cheese, $1.56; seventeen pounds of shoulders, $1.70; six pounds of macaroni, $1.50;
and eight pounds of butter, $2.50.
When Williams could not supply a customer from his own
establishment, he bought the needed item at a neighboring
store. Lewis and Ames handled drugs and William Wilson sold
books and stationery. Other merchants were D. C. Wilson,17
Hopkins and Meginniss, J. W. Argyle, Hein and Rust, Betton
and Higgs, James Kirksey, and Richard Hayward. The latter’s
18
store joined that of Williams. These merchants, and others
as far away as Quincy and Monticello, sometimes traded with
Mr. Williams. Some large orders by James A. MacMillan of
Quincy apparently were for resale. He ordered bacon, coffee,
whiskey, and once some cognac brandy worth $143.32. He
also secured five boxes of cheese worth $12.60 on consignment.l9
Liquor cabinets were also taking on new splendor according
to the data in the Williams daybooks. Rectified whiskey was still
the most popular item, and the 1849 inventory showed 357 gallons, at a wholesale price of sixteen and two-thirds cents a
gallon. Only rarely did liquor sell by the barrel. Cheaper
whiskey sold at fifty cents a gallon; the more expensive brands
cost $1.00 or more. Liquor purchases included Holland gin,
$2.00 or $2.50 a gallon; brandy, $4.00; and Madeira or port wine,
$3.50. Besides rectified whiskey, the inventory on July 1, 1849,
listed seventy gallons of brandy, sixty-two and one-half cents
wholesale; forty-one gallons of rose gin, thirty-one cents; 121
gallons of common New England rum, twenty-nine cents; nineteen and one-half gallons of Jamaica rum, $1.50; thirty gallons
of apple brandy, thirty-seven and one-half cents; fifty-three gallons of Cumberland whiskey, ninety cents; fifteen gallons of
Holland gin, $1.25; thirty-five and one-half gallons of Spanish
Madeira, sixty-two and one-half cents; thirty-seven and one-half
gallons of Spanish Madeira, $1.25; thirty-three gallons of port
17. P. W. Wilson Co., a department store north of the Williams store,
was in business until May 1971. It traced its beginnings to D. C. Wilson,
which opened in 1837.
18. Hayward paid $169 to join his store wall to that of Williams.
19. J. Martin Williams store ledger, 1846.
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wine, $1.50; thirty-three gallons of peach brandy, ninety cents;
seven dozen bottles of porter, $2.50 a dozen; two and one-half dozen bottles of porter, $1.62 1/2 a dozen; thirty gallons of brandy,
$2.00; two dozen bottles of champagne, $7.00 a dozen; two dozen
bottles of champagne, $10.00; and one-quarter dozen bottles of
champagne, $11.50.20
Wine and liquor cabinets, glasses, decanters, and other accessories were sold. William N. Taylor bought “a fine decanter”
for $16.00, and others purchased cut glass bowls and decanters.
Liquor, and jugs or decanters to hold it, often were secured at
the same time. Dr. Jacob Elliott purchased a $7.50 cut glass
decanter, a half gallon of Madeira wine for $1.75, and a gallon
jug.
Tobacco in plugs, pipe tobacco, and snuff sales continued
heavy, and cigars, even more popular in the wake of the
Mexican War,21 were plentiful in Tallahassee. Cigars sold in
varying lots, but the price for a box of 250 was $9.00. The most
popular smoking tobacco in 1850 was Richardson’s, priced at
eighteen cents a pound wholesale. The inventory on July 1
showed 1,547 pounds on hand. There were also 1,287 pounds of
Hills, thirteen cents; 941 of Simms, thirteen cents; 100 pounds
of Berger, twenty cents; and 309 pounds of Boston House,
thirty-five cents.
Books became increasingly available in Tallahassee, principally through the bookstore of William Wilson. Many were
school books, and one order showed that an arithmetic, Davis
arithmetic, and a dictionary each cost fifty cents. Pailey’s reader
and an “English reader” sold for twenty-five cents, and an atlas
and geography and an American history text cost $1.00. Williams
himself bought a set of books for $31.38. A Euclid sold for $1.50,
a Virgil for $1.95, and a Latin dictionary for $3.00. Williams
purchased at Wilson’s, the large leather-backed ledgers and
account books that he used, paying $3.50 each.
Pocket knives were popular in the period, selling from
seventy-five cents to $1.25. Oil and lamps were increasingly
used, and Governor Brown was a regular oil customer. Train
or sperm oil sold for $1.00 to $1.50 a gallon. Medicines were
20. Inventory book, 1848-1852.
21. G. Melvin Herndon, William Tatham and the Culture
(Coral Gables, 1969), 415.
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other popular store items. Castor oil sometimes sold in gallon
quantities, and Epson salts was a large seller. A vial of calomel
or laudanum was priced at twenty-five cents; a vial of opium,
fifty cents; but an ounce of quinine cost $4.50 to $5.50. Magnesia
and carbonate of soda were available, and Balsam wild cherry
cost $1.00 a bottle. Hair tonic was sold occasionally. Townsend’s
sassaparilla was popular at $1.00 a bottle, and in 1851 a bottle
of Panacea sold for $2.00.
It was possible for Tallahassee and the surrounding planter
community to secure all of its clothing, most of its shelter and
household necessities, and a considerable part of its food and
luxury wants from the North and Midwest and still remain
prosperous, provided there was a locally produced surplus it
could exchange for equal value. The cash crop was cotton, but
it was subject not only to many production uncertainties but
also to periodic price fluctations. The average annual price
ranged between 7.2 cents and 13.2 cents in the period from 1846
to 1856.22
There were some efforts among planters at this time to diversify production, produce more food at home, and in other
ways improve an agricultural economy dependent on the price
of cotton. Williams’s daybook record of sales of plows and agricultural equipment, however, does not indicate more than a
casual interest in anything but the continued production of
cotton by traditional methods. Agricultural machinery was unknown, and at a time when midwestern farmers were beginning
to use mechanical harvesters, purchases of $5.00 scythes and
cradles at Williams’s store indicated how grain was gathered
around Tallahassee. Plows, costing $3.00 or $3.50 for an occasional turning plow, were increasingly replacing the kind that could
be manufactured in the plantation blacksmith shed. The daybook for January-June 1851, records one purchase of the kind
of subsoil plows advocated at this time by progressive agriculturists. A. H. Lanier ordered two such plows on January 2,
1851. There was also some interest shown in the cultivation of
Irish potatoes as indicated by the purchase of seed potatoes at
$4.50 a bushel in the winter and the purchase of gunny sacking
at twenty-five cents a yard to sack potatoes and other products.
22. Harry Bates Brown and Jacob Osborn Ware, Cotton (New York, 1958),
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There were frequent purchases of onions for planting; papers
of garden seed were in demand throughout the winter, and oats
occasionally were sold for planting. Heavy purchases of salt,
which in mid-century came either from Liverpool or the Turk
Islands in the Bahamas, suggest that it was being utilized to
salt down locally-produced meat. If the sale of spinning wheels
was an indication of the amount of home industry, there appeared to be little around Tallahassee in the mid-nineteenth
century. Only an occasional wheel at $4.50 apiece and an occasional “bunch of cotton” at $1.00 were sold in the Williams
store.
In addition to cotton, Williams handled and shipped other
produce from the region. Some tobacco was shipped to New
Orleans from the Middle Florida region and even more to New
York. Williams’s records reflect sales of $7,852.09 in leaf tobacco
through Coe, Anderson and Company, New York merchants,
during the first half of 1851. The 1argest of twenty-five growers
supplying the tobacco was William H. Gibson, whose twentyeight cases brought $1,770.45. During this same period, however,
Coe, Anderson and Company also sold $38,818.23 of Williams’s
cotton, and during the course of a cotton season handled much
more cotton than this. Only occasionally was anything besides
cotton and tobacco handled by Williams. There were occasional
shipments of hides, and the records note sales of thirty-six and
one-half bushels of peas for William A. Carr on one occasion,
and a bale of wool for John G. Rawls on another. These products brought $54.25 and $57.57, respectively.
Cotton, the big item in agriculture and in trade during the
1850-1851 season, was purchased between September 10 and
May 3, and 2,666 bales were bought by Williams and shipped
to New York in lots ranging from twenty-five bales aboard the
schooner Elizabeth on one voyage to 156 bales aboard the brig
Charles A. Coe. Williams bought the cotton for $143,914.23, or
just under $54.00 a bale. The price ranged between eleven and
thirteen and one-half cents a pound during most of the season.
The freight on cotton shipped from St. Marks to New York
was one-half cent a pound during the fall but it increased to
five-eighths cent in December. The September 30, 1850 shipment
aboard the Elizabeth, totalling 11,816 pounds, therefore cost
$59.08 in freight. Added to this was “primage” amounting to
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five per cent of the freight cost, of $2.95; the railroad freight
charge to St. Marks, $15.63; storage charges, $3.12; and “B. &
L,” fifty cents. The Charles A. Coe cargo, weighing 71,516
pounds, paid a $357.58 freight charge on a trip beginning November 6, 1850. There was a $17.88 primage charge and $117.50
in other costs, resulting in a total bill of $492.96 for 156 bales.
How well both moderate and large scale cotton growers
fared under this arrangement is indicated by the following data
showing number of bales sold to Williams and amounts received: Willis Hudnall, thirty-two bales, $1,840.13; William
Stafford, twenty-five bales, $1,577.92; John B. Doggett, thirtyeight bales, $2,000.49; William G. Ponder, twenty-seven bales,
$1,702.57; William Alderman, sixty-two bales, $3,189.30; Est.
Oscar Fillyaw, 102 bales, $65,383.92; T. E. Blackshear, sixty-two
bales, $2,918.23.
Considering that planters probably disposed of additional
cotton to other buyers, and some probably shipped on consignment, thus taking the risk of long storage and a price decline,
the 1850-1851 season may be considered quite successful. It was
the second season of unusually higher prices; evidently, 18491850 also had been a highly productive season. A notation in
Williams’s cotton book shows that 2,428 bales had been purchased. His store sales began immediately to reflect rising cotton
prices and shipments; however, these sales, almost entirely on
credit, meant only that customers increased their debts to him.
Williams showed at the end of the calendar year 1850 $43,903.58
in unpaid accounts.
Anticipating continued cotton prosperity and a lively sale of
luxury goods, Williams stocked up heavily on a New York
buying trip in the fall of 1850, ordering $28,491.23 in goods.
There was little to justify this optimism in spring trading, however; between January 1 and June 30, 1851, sales totaled only
$9,112.82. This period was utilized, meanwhile, to liquidate
some of the approximately 300 accounts with unpaid balances
which dated back to the previous December 31. Planters, used
to trading on credit, apparently took a casual attitude about
paying their bills. Former Territorial Governor Richard Keith
Call, more prompt than many, did not settle his $109.58 bill
until March 11, 1851. The largest accounts still owed at the
end of 1850 were A. H. Lanier, $1,476.73; J. B. Doggett, $1,017.-
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68; William Edward Hall, $1,407.23; and Governor Thomas
Brown, $1,292.12. Williams ended the fiscal year on June 30,
1851, with $22,896.94 in accounts receivable and an inventory
of $23,955.23. The situation was no better on December 31, 1851;
his customers still owed him $22,208.72. A year later there were
still more than $12,000 in unpaid accounts.
Cotton meanwhile, after two good years, started a price decline. WilIiams’s purchases also declined; whether from a decline
in the crop or in his sources of credit, or for some other reason,
is not apparent from the records. During the 1851-1852 season
Williams bought $42,385.96 in cotton and in 1852-1853 he purchased 580 bales for $23,077.36. In two years the price had
dropped so that growers were receiving $39.80 a bale instead of
the $54.00 which they had received earlier.
Williams’s store business appeared headed toward failure. Besides his financial problems Williams was also in bad health. On
December 26, 1853, he made out his will, directing that after
payment of his debts his estate be divided into three parts to be
distributed equally among two sisters and the children of a
deceased sister. In May 1854 New York creditors foreclosed on
his store building, valued at $4,000, and a house on two lots
in Quincy, valued at $1,200. The following month, Williams
died at the age of thirty-two, and the body, in a $20.00 coffin,
was taken to Quincy for burial. Executors found that $17,933.54
was owed to the store. One planter, A. K. Lanier, had a debt of
$3,792.55. The store inventory had dwindled to $5,894.86, while
Williams owed considerably more than this. Claims totaled
$41,488.13; Smallwood Anderson & Co., the New York successor
of his agent, claimed $33,383.42. There were enough assets only
to pay thirty-five cents on the dollar, while the heirs named in
Williams’s will received nothing.23
23. Leon County Probate File 201, Smallwood Earle and Co. v. Robert H.
Gamble, Exr., Leon County Circuit Court, Chancery File 1218.
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FLORIDA AFTER SECESSION: ABANDONMENT
BY THE CONFEDERACY AND ITS
CONSEQUENCES
by J OHN F. R EIGER *
of 1861, some Florida citizens seemed to
I feel that the months
approaching conflict would be diversion rather
N THE EARLY

than tragedy. On January 12, the day after the state seceded,
a detachment of Florida and Alabama troops seized the navy
yard at Pensacola. They were accompanied by a jovial throng
of townspeople who found the event greatly entertaining. Other
Floridians believed that the government would not fight to
preserve the Union, or if it did fight, that the efforts would be
cowardly and short. Throughout the state, prominent men
offered to drink all the blood spilt in any struggle with the
North. l
The people of Florida were confident simply because they
believed the new Confederate government was capable of defending their coasts and of protecting their families. As a result,
young men did not hesitate to offer their services to the Confederacy once the conflict finally materialized. The first three
troop requisitions Governor Madison Starke Perry received
were quickly filled by enthusiastic volunteers.
Although the Confederate government eagerly called Florida
men into service and sent them north to Virginia, it appeared
reluctant to provide for the military defenses of the state. On
June 1, 1861, the governor telegraphed Leroy P. Walker, the
secretary of war: “We have batteries erected at several points
on the coast, requiring at least two regiments to garrison. If
Florida is to take care of herself, say so.”2
* Mr. Reiger is assistant professor of history, University of Miami.
1. Caroline Mays Brevard, A History of Florida from the Treaty of 1763 to
Our Own Times, edited by James A. Robertson, 2 vols. (Deland, 1925),
II, 51.
2. Madison S. Perry to Leroy P. Walker, June 1, 1861, War of the Rebellion:
A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Armies (Washington, 1880-1901), Ser. I, I, 469. Hereinafter referred to
as Official Records, Armies.
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The coastal regions of the state were already under, or coming under, Federal domination. Fort Pickens, commanding the
entrance to Pensacola Bay, Fort Taylor at Key West, and Fort
Jefferson in the Dry Tortugas were all in Union hands. The
Federal blockading fleet was being augmented daily, and
Floridians knew that gunboats could easily ascend the Apalachicola and St. Johns rivers, thereby cutting the state into controlled pockets.
Even then, the Confederate war department failed to act.
On October 29 the new governor, John Milton, told the secretary of war, Judah P. Benjamin: “Florida wants arms. She has
never received a musket from the Confederate States . . . . Can
I get some?“3 After waiting three weeks without result, he decided to write Jefferson Davis personally concerning the dismal
situation in Florida:
At all important points, we are threatened with attack; nowhere prepared to meet the enemy; and when, as governor of
the State, I have applied for arms and munitions of war, I
have been . . . [told that] a requisition should be made by
the officer in command of the military department, yet none
is in command. . . . We need troops and munitions of war,
and officers of military education, experience, and ability,
and, if not promptly aided, Florida may be lost to the
Southern Confederacy. Her citizens have almost despaired
of protection from the Confederate Government.4
At this time, General Robert E. Lee was inspecting the defenses of Fernandina and Amelia Island. He found conditions
there “poor indeed,” and expressed the “hope that our enemy
will be polite enough to wait for US.“5 Military leaders from
other parts of Florida reported similar conditions. General Braxton Bragg, commander at Pensacola, angrily protested that all

3. John Milton to Judah P. Benjamin, October 29, 1861, ibid., Ser. 1, VI,
299; Benjamin had replaced Walker as secretary of war on September
19, 1861
4. Milton to Jefferson Davis, November 19, 1861, ibid., Ser. I, VI, 325.
5. Robert E. Lee to Annie and Agnes Lee, November 22, 1861, in Clifford
Dowdey and Louis H. Manarin, eds., The Wartime Papers of R.E. Lee
(Boston 1961), 89.
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his men and arms were being sent north to Virginia: “It is a depleting process I cannot stand.“6
Even before hostilities actually began, inhabitants of coastal
towns and interior regions easily reached from the sea expressed
anxiety about the vulnerability of their areas. The situation in
Apalachicola was typical. On April 3, 1861, a committee of four
of the town’s leading citizens pleaded with the secretary of war
for “means to repel aggressions from . . . [our] seaboard.“7 Because the townspeople believed they had been deserted by their
government, it was only natural that when Apalachicola was occupied by the Federals a year later, they manifested indifference, even hostility, toward the Confederacy and its goals. When
Commander Henry S. Stellwagen of the United States navy landed
at the town and had an interview with its inhabitants, he was
told that they “have had no part in it [the rebellion]. The innocent suffer with the guilty.” Stellwagen thought that if force
was not used on the people of Apalachicola, they “would be in
favor of the Union.“8
Two events, one within the state and the other without, left
Florida inadequately defended in early 1862. The first was the
ill-conceived action taken by the Convention of the People of
Florida which met in Tallahassee on January 14. Because at this
point in the war, the future of the Confederacy still looked
bright, and because the majority of the delegates believed that
the central government would eventually get around to protecting Florida, it was decided to abolish the state militia, effective
March 10.9 The delegates thought this action would be popular
because it would mean lower taxes. Many Floridians, however,
were more concerned with their protection than their pocketbooks. The Tallahassee Florida Sentinel reported that while
the convention was in session, a large segment of the public felt
a “restless anxiety” over its deliberations, and some even requested its adjournment.10
6. Braxton Bragg to Adjutant-General, C.S. Army, November 29, 1861,
Official Records, Armies, Ser. I, VI, 772.
7. B. F. Simmons, S. W. Spencer, J. J. Griffin, and J. L. Dunham to
Walker, ibid., Ser. I, 1, 456.
8. Henry S. Stellwagen to Wm. W. McKean, April 4, 1862, Official Records,
of the Union and Confederate Navies in the War o f the Rebellion
(Washington, 1894-1922), Ser. I, XVII, 203-04. Hereinafter referred to
as Official Records, Navies.
9. John E. Johns, Florida During the Civil War (Gainesville, 1963), 114.
10. Tallahassee Florida Sentinel, January 28, 1362.
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The second event, or series of events, that left Florida
almost completely defenseless was the Confederate setback in
Tennessee. Grant’s advance against the southern strongholds
on the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers had been successful, and
unless he was stopped, and soon, Mississippi and Alabama would
fall under Union control. As a result, Florida troops were ordered
north in an attempt to buck up sagging defenses. Bragg was
told to withdraw all his men from Pensacola and Mobile.
Similarly, Brigadier General J. H. Trapier, commander at Tallahassee, was directed in early March to transfer his regiment to
Tennessee, leaving in Florida only those troops “necessary to
defend [the] Apalachicola River, by which the enemy’s gunboats
may penetrate far into the State of Georgia.“11
These developments embittered Governor John Milton. In a
letter to the secretary of war he complained that “the effect of
the order [moving Confederate forces out of Florida] is to abandon Middle, East, and South Florida to the mercy or abuse of
the Lincoln Government. . . . I cannot . . . believe that an order
to have that effect would have been issued without previous
notice to the executive of the State, that proper measures might
have been advised for the protection of the lives, liberty, and
property of the citizens of . . . Florida.“12
The people of Florida felt forsaken. Brigadier General Samuel Jones, in charge of the evacuation of Pensacola, reported
to General Braxton Bragg that because of the order to remove
Confederate troops northward, “the people of Pensacola and
Mobile and all Alabama and West Florida . . . are greatly
alarmed.“13
Those in east Florida became increasingly apathetic toward
the Confederacy and its war aims and began to accept the idea
of being occupied, sooner or later, by Federal forces. Mayor H.
H. Hoeg of Jacksonville, for example, advised his fellow citizens
that “Inasmuch as all the Confederate troops, arms, and munitions of war upon the St. John’s River and in east and south
Florida generally are ordered away, and that the east and south
are to be abandoned, it is useless to attempt a defense of the
11. Lee to J. H. Trapier, March 1, 1862, Official Records, Armies, Ser. I, VI,
403.
12. Milton to Benjamin, March 5, 1862, ibid., 402.
13. Samuel Jones to Bragg, March 6, 1862, ibid., 841.

Published by STARS, 1971

27

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 50 [1971], No. 2, Art. 1
132

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL QUARTERLY

city . . . and, therefore, upon approach of the enemy, it should
be surrendered.“14
By the middle of March 1862, the towns of Florida’s east
coast were in Federal hands; Apalachicola had been visited by
Yankee troops; Pensacola was being evacuated; and practically
all Confederate forces had already left, or were in the process
of leaving, for the North. With Fernandina, Jacksonville, St.
Augustine, Apalachicola, Pensacola, and Key West in Federal
control, or unable co defend themselves if the Federals were to
move even a small force against them— “all Middle Florida is
seized with panic,” a resident of the region exclaimed, for “we
can now be approached from the east, south, and west.“15
Throughout 1862, the military situation in Florida continued
to deteriorate, especially in the coastal regions. Now, a new
menace arose-slave rebellion. Amidst a total free population
of 78,679 lived 50,566 slaves, with 26,247 in middle Florida,
16,202 in east and south Florida, and 8,117 in west Florida.16
With many of the men gone, some Floridians believed that a
black insurrection was a real possibility.
Because of the reluctance or inability of the Confederate
government to supply Florida with the necessary arms to defend
herself, Governor Milton requested the people to donate their
private weapons, especially shotguns. He encountered difficulty,
however, in obtaining these arms, because many slaveholders
wanted to retain them in case of rebellion. 17 In a letter to
President Davis, written in October 1862, Milton summed up
conditions in Florida:
Disaster after disaster has occurred, until the State is exposed to and threatened with immediate subjugation, and
many of our citizens have become indignant and almost
reckless as to the fearful results. How could it be otherwise,
when they know that from the want of proper exertions to
14. Proclamation of H. H. Hoeg to his “FELLOW CITIZENS,” March 7,
1862, Official Records, Navies, Ser. 1, XII, 600.
15. Ellen Call Long, Florida Breezes; or, Florida, New and Old (Jacksonville, 1883; facsimile edition, Gainesville, 1962), 339.
16. Milton to Davis, October 10, 1862, Official Records, Armies, Ser. I,
LIII, 260.
17. Milton to Trapier, February 22, 1862, John Milton Papers, Florida
Historical Society Collection, University of South Florida Library,
Tampa. Hereinafter referred to as Milton Papers.
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prevent it the wives and children of many of our brave
soldiers who are in Virginia and Kentucky have been captured
and taken off from the State. . . .18 In view of threatened
invasion and the rapidly approaching destruction of the
State . . ., I do appeal to you for forces and munitions of
war to defend the State . . . from the loss of . . . property,
and possibly greater loss from servile insurrection.19
Another factor that added much to the worsening situation
was the Federal blockade. This attempt to starve the South into
submission caused widespread want in Florida and, in some
cases, near starvation. As the war went on, the United States
navy increasingly took advantage of the Confederacy’s lack of
interest in defending the state’s coasts and inland waterways.
Beginning in 1862, gunboats began raiding towns along the
Apalachicola and St. Johns,20 gradually gaining control of east,
south, and west Florida, as well as the coastal regions. From
that year on, only middle Florida was reasonably safe from
Federal occupation and able to continue as an integral part of
the Confederacy. Because it remained largely free from occupation throughout the war, only this region continued its faith in
Confederate and state officials.
By the summer of 1862, much of the earlier enthusiasm for
the Confederacy had been dissipated by the realities of war and
blockade. A large part of Florida was either permanently occupied, sporadically occupied, or completely defenseless; the Federal blockade was successful in causing widespread suffering; and
the earlier glow of southern victories was flickering out in one
military disaster after another. 21 Apathy was now commonplace.
On June 21, 1862, the Gainesville Cotton States suggested that
because of the extensive indifference to the war effort, “more
especially should we urge the importance of the matter to the
people of this state.” Governor Milton despaired that great
18. Actually, most of these “captives” were refugees who willingly entered
the Federal lines.
19. Milton to Davis, October 10, 1862, Official Records, Armies, Ser. I,
LIII, 260-61.
20. Long, Florida Breezes, 363.
21. For example, the fall of Fort Henry on the Tennessee River and
a few days later, Fort Donelson on the Cumberland (February 1862);
the setback at Antietam (September 17, 1862); the capture of New
Orleans and Vicksburg by July 1863; and the crucial defeat at Gettysburg (July 1-3, 1863).
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efforts are “necessary to enlighten the minds of citizens near the
coast and other portions of the State . . . [in order] to overcome
the repugnance to military service and create a spirit of patriotism.“22
Although editors did their best to allay apathy and replace
i with patriotism, their efforts were in vain. In July 1863, the
Tallahassee Florida Sentinel bemoaned the lack of enthusiasm
among the state’s inhabitants for carrying the war to a successful
conclusion: “We can’t force the people to organize . . . . If . . .
[they] refuse to take the necessary steps to enable them to aid
the regular forces in the state to repel invasion and defend
their homes and families from destruction and degradation,
the Lord have mercy on them!“23
Six days after this editorial appeared, Governor Milton informed the secretary of war that the latter’s requisition for 1,500
men would be impossible to fill, “unless they should volunteer
freely, . . . which I have much reason to believe they will not
do.“24 By this time, many Floridians seemed receptive to the
idea of having their “nation” rejoin the Union. Those known
to be in favor of the United States government— like those of
similar views in other southern states— were dubbed “Union
men” by loyal Confederates. In Septembser 1862, Governor Milton
noted in a communication to President Davis: “You are apprised
that in Florida a very large minority were opposed to secession,
and in many parts of the State combinations existed to adhere
to and maintain the United States Government, and even now
in some portions of the State there are men who would eagerly
seize any opportunity that promised success to the United
States.“25
For obvious reasons, pro-Union sentiment was always most
evident in areas occupied or easily penetrated by Federal forces.
Sometimes, however, citizens in these regions had to be “persuaded” to return to their allegiance to the United States. Most
of the inhabitants of the naval base of Key West fell into this
category. Although the island had never been out of Federal
hands, in the early days after secession, a clear majority of, its
22. Milton to James A. Seddon,
23. Tallahassee Florida Sentinel,
24. Milton to Seddon, July 20,
649.
25. Milton to Davis, September

December 6, 1862, Milton Papers.
July 14, 1863.
1863, Official Records, Armies, Ser. IV. II,
23, 1862, ibid., 92.
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citizens were pro-Confederate. When Florida seceded, all Federal
civil officials except the collector of customs and the district
judge, William Marvin, resigned their posts. 26 Two months
later, even with the United States navy in the vicinity, most inhabitants of Key West were still reticent about accepting the
fait accompli of Federal domination. The commander at Fort
Taylor, Captain John M. Brannan, reported to his superior that
“flags of the Southern Confederacy have been raised upon the
stores of various citizens.” He doubted that “any resident of Key
West will be allowed to hold office under the Federal Government unless supported by the military and naval forces.“27
In spite of this pro-Confederate sentiment, or perhaps because
of it, certain factors soon came into play that successfully caused
most of the citizens either to favor unequivocally the Union
cause, or at least to accept the United States as the rightful
authority. Judge Marvin and his followers worked diligently to
destroy Confederate sentiment and to make “the general policy
of the [Federal] Government” acceptable to a majority of the
island’s citizens.28 By April 1861, a Federal officer reported that
Marvin’s influence was proving effective in “eradicating the
treasonable spirit which has lately had full . . . sway here.“29
The efforts of the Union men were aided by the strong actions
of the new United States commmander of the island, Major
William II. French. In early May he forbade, under the threat
of heavy penalties, the display of Confederate flags. He also
disbanded the “Island Guards,” a pro-Confederate paramilitary
organization, suppressed the local secessionist newspaper, Key
of the Gulf, putting its editor “under military surveillance,”
and suspended the writ of habeas corpus. These actions, he
thought, had “given universal satisfaction to the Union-loving
citizens, besides others whose interests are compromised by the
acts of secessionists.“30
Because of French’s disciplined rule, the editor of the Key
26. New York Times, March 13, 1862, quoted in William Watson Davis,
The Civil War and Reconstruction in Florida (New York, 1913; facsimile edition, Gainesville, 1964), 247.
27. John M. Brannan to Lorenzo Thomas, March 13, 1861, Official Records,
Armies, Ser. I, I, 360.
28. Montgomery C. Meigs to William H. Seward, April 13, 1861, ibid., 374.
29. Ibid.
30. William H. French to George L. Hartsuff, May 8, 1861, ibid., 411-12.
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of the Gulf and quite a few others of Confederate sentiment left
the island. A newspaper with the appropriate title of the New
Era replaced the secessionist sheet. The new periodical was a
powerful force in generating pro-Union feeling. Its announced
editorial policy was “the abolition of slavery, defeat of the
Confederacy, but not in the subjugation of the South, and the
Union.“31 The New Era, therefore, was pro-Union but not vindictively anti-southern. Support for the United States, exhibited
by a large minority of the island’s inhabitants, went further than
just talk: “106 of the most respectable citizens at Key West,”
who, believing that they could “assist in preserving the honor
of our flag, upholding the laws, and quelling rebellion,” formed
themselves into a volunteer company and offered their services
to the Union commander.32
On the island a pattern emerged that appeared in other
regions dominated by Federal forces. This was a rather suspicious transformation of ardent secessionists, under the surveillance of the United States military, into Union-loving citizens—
a process that often took place overnight. On his arrival in Key
West, French had found a clear majority of the islanders secessionist, but after Federal occupation was firmly established, many
of these same citizens suddenly “became very loud and offensive
in their so-called loyalty to the Union.“33 Key West was unique
only because United States forces occupied it continuously
throughout the war. Most of the larger towns of the state
were on the coast or in areas easily reached by Federal gunboats. Thus, these regions increasingly came under Union military control and Union influence.
The second most important naval base in Florida was Pensacola. Shortly before hostilities broke out, Confederate officials in
the vicinity of the town began having trouble with individuals
who continued to furnish United States forces fuel, water, and
provisions as though secession had never occurred. To clarify the
situation to these people, headquarters issued an order prohibiting “all intercourse with Santa Rosa Island, Fort Pickens, or the
United States fleet.“34 Despite this, the people of west Florida con31. Key West New Era, August 16, 1862.
32. French to Hartsuff, May 20, 1861, Official Records, Armies, Ser. 1, I, 426.
33. Jefferson Beale Browne, Key West, The Old and the New (St. Augustine, 1912), 92.
34. Official Records, Armies, Ser. I, I, 464.
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tinued to manifest their contempt for the Confederacy by ignoring all its military regulations. The situation became so bad that
in March 1862, the Confederate commander declared martial
law in the city and issued a circular announcing that “The
gallows is erected in Pensacola, and will be in constant use on
and after the third of April, 1862.“35 Because Confederate
forces defending Pensacola were needed elsewhere, the city was
evacuated on May 9.36 When, on the following day, a Federal
officer demanded an unconditional surrender, 150 persons, “with
but one . . . exception, manifested unbounded joy at the arrival
of a representative of the United States authority.“37 When the
Stars and Stripes rose over the city, many citizens cheered, and
Mayor Brosenham was deemed “zealous and apparently loyal.“38
By late 1863, the population of Florida west of the Apalachicola River was seething with pro-Union ferment. On October 15
Governor Milton wrote General Pierre G.T. Beauregard: “A
very large proportion, if not a majority, of the citizens left in
West Florida are represented to be disloyal— at all events, advocate reconstruction . . . . Should the enemy occupy Apalachicola,
I do not hesitate to express the opinion that, co-operating with
tories and deserters and the negroes that would go to them,
they would not require a large force to lay waste, if not subjugate and occupy, all of Florida west of the Apalachicola
River.“39
Like south and west Florida, east Florida too had its share
of Union men. Soon after hostilities began, loyal Confederates
expressed concern over the large number of Unionists known to
be living in Jacksonville and vicinity. A letter appearing in the
St. Augustine Examiner discussed this problem and suggested
that an oath of allegiance to the Confederacy should be required
of all males above the age of sixteen. Anyone refusing to take
35. Proclamation of Colonel Thomas M. Jones, March 30, 1862, in Frank
Moore, ed., The Rebellion Record: A Diary of American Events, with
Documents, Narratives, Illustrative Incidents, Poetry, etc., 11 vols. (New
York, 1861-1868), IV, 72.
36. Thomas M. Jones to John H. Forney, May 14, 1862, Official Records,
Armies, Ser. I, VI, 660-62.
37. Moore, The Rebellion Record, V, 49.
38. L. G. Arnold to Charles G. Halpine, May 15, 1862, Official Records,
Armies, Ser. I, VI, 659.
39. Milton to Pierre G. T. Beauregard, October 15, 1863, ibid., Ser. I,
XXVIII, Pt. 2, 452.
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the oath would be requested to leave the state, because “He
who is not for us is against us.”40
The fears expressed in the letter were confirmed when Jacksonville was occupied by Federal forces in March 1862. Lieutenant T. H. Stevens, commander of the United States troops, found
that “the inhabitants are seeking and waiting for the protection
of our flag; they do not fear us, but their own people, and from
the occupation of this important point I am satisfied, if our
opportunities are improved, great results will follow.“41 The
Union men of Jacksonville, believing that it was now safe to
reveal their affection for the United States, held a rally in the
town square.42 With C. L. Robinson, a local entrepreneur and
a well known Republican, as their chairman, they drew up a
resolution which held that “government is a contract, in which
protection is the price of allegiance,” that “no State of the
United States has any legal or constitutional right to separate
itself from the government and jurisdiction of the Unites States,”
that “the ordinance of secession . . . is void,” and that “the State
of Florida is an integral part of the United States.“43 The proclamation was presented to the Federal commander, who was
requested “to retain at this place a sufficient force to maintain
order and protect the people in their persons and property.“44
This last request went unfulfilled, for in early April it was
learned that the Federals planned to abandon the town. The
Unionists were hysterical for they knew that when the Confederates returned their property, and perhaps their lives would
be in grave danger. They pleaded with the Federal commander
to allow them to accompany the expedition to Fernandina, and
he agreed.45 With all the belongings they could carry, they
hurried down to the wharfs, “each carrying some article too
precious to forsake. Books, boxes, valises, portraits, pictures,
packages of clothing, pet canaries and mocking birds were most
frequently seen. Stout-hearted and stylish officers, relieving Dinahs of their little charges, and leading two, three, and four-year40. St. Augustine Examiner, June 22, 1861.
41. T. H. Stevens to Samuel F. DuPont, March 13, 1862, Official Records,
Navies, Ser. I, XII, 600.
42. New York Times, April 2, 1862.
43. Official Records, Armies, Ser. I, VI, 25152.
44. Ibid., 252.
45. H. G. Wright to A. B. Ely, April 13, 1862, ibid., 125.
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olds along the docks, added a humane and praiseworthy ludicrousness to the melancholy scene.”‘46
A very large percentage of the population of other cities in
east Florida was also Unionist in spirit. When the Federals
entered St. Augustine in March 1862, they “were received with
open arms by the town authorities and citizens, and by the
hands of the latter, the Stars and Stripes were raised over Fort
Marion.“47 Only twenty per cent of the city’s inhabitants fled
at the Federal approach.48
In the outlying areas of east Florida, Union men were also
present in great numbers. In April Governor Milton was informed that “the country bordering the Saint John’s River is infested by numerous and dangerous traitors.“49 During the same
month, the New York Times reported that “the triangle formed
by Fernandina, Baldwin and Jacksonville is said to be especially
full of loyal people.“50 After two more years of defeat, suffering,
and occupation, a Federal officer could categorically state that
“the people on the east side of the St. John’s are called Florida
Yankees and the majority of them are Union men.”51
Beginning in late 1863, the Union cause in Florida acquired
a new dimension. The presidential election was approaching
and the Republican party, which was split into two factions—
one that wanted a conciliatory policy toward a defeated South
and the other that demanded a rigorous program of reconstruction— was searching for a candidate. The two most often mentioned were the incumbent, Abraham Lincoln, and his secretary
of the treasury, Salmon Portland Chase. The latter, for reasons
of principle, believed that radical policies were indispensible for
winning the war. One thing that would aid him in this quest
would be a southern state ready to rejoin the Union under his
leadership.
Because of numerous reports coming out of Florida of a
46. Moore, The Rebellion Record, IV, 443.
47. New York Daily Tribune, March 20, 1862.
48. C. R. P. Rodgers to DuPont, March 12, 1862,
Ser. I, XII, 596.
49. R. F. Floyd to Milton, April 11, 1862, Official
LIII. 233.
50. New York Times, April 2, 1862.
51. John C. Gray, Jr., to John C. Ropes, May 27,
Gray and John Codman Ropes, War Letters,
1927), 342.
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sizable proportion of the citizenry ready to reconstruct a loyal
state government,52 both Chase and Lincoln decided to send
agents to Florida to help the people in reconstruction and, at
the same time, to build political support for themselves. The
two candidates and their agents hoped that Florida would be
reconstructed in time to send delegates to the Republican
National Convention in Baltimore in June 1864.
Chase’s agents were Lyman D. Stickney and Homer G. Plantz;
Lincoln’s was John Hay, his secretary. Plantz, Chase’s private
secretary,53 was sent to Key West as Federal district attorney.
After being on the island for eleven days, he informed Chase
that “the first thing which struck me in my contact with the
people was the absence of all manifestations of National or even
State feeling. Political apathy prevails.” With his goal of political
reconstruction, Plantz was frustrated to find that “what everybody wants is to be let alone; not to be required to take sides on
any questions; and, better and chiefly, not to have any questions
to take sides about.“54
The apathy that prevailed in Key West was evident in other
parts of Florida as well. John Hay, while working in east Florida
a few months later, also encountered it. When he posted copies
of Lincoln’s Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction55 in
Jacksonville in February 1864, a “few citizens gathered around
. . . with something that looked like a ghost of an interest.“56 At
first, Hay was encouraged by this indifference. He felt that
52. New York Times, April 2, 1862, declared: “the loyal sentiment is found
to exist in all its purity and fervor”; also ibid., April 1, 1862, February
4, 1863.
53. The activities and experiences of these men are important to our discussion only in so far as they help reveal the presence of Union
feeling in Confederate Florida. Because Stickney’s reports were sometimes intentionally exaggerated for the benefit of the secretary of the
treasury, they are not utilized.
54. Homer G. Plantz to Salmon P. Chase, December 1, 1863, Selected
Letters of Salmon P. Chase, 1834-1867, microfilm copy, P. K. Yonge
Library of Florida History, University of Florida, Gainesville.
55. Issued December 8, 1863, the proclamation offered a pardon to all southerners who would take an oath of allegiance, and it provided for restoration of loyal governments in seceded states when a number equal
to one-tenth of those qualified to vote in a state in 1860 “shall take a
prescribed oath” and organize a government.
56. Diary entry, February 10, 1864, in John Hay, Lincoln and the Civil War
in the Diaries and Letters of John Hay, Selected and With an Introduction by Tyler Dennett (New York, 1939), 159.
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apathy could be transformed into hostility for the Confederacy
and, finally, support for the Union.
On February 11 Hay went to the Jacksonville guardhouse
and recited the proclamation to Confederate army prisoners
confined there.57 After reading the notice, he retired to an office
supplied for the purpose of signing up prisoners:
They soon came, a dirty, dirty swarm of grey coats & filed
into the room, escorted by a negro guard. Fate had done its
worst for the poor devils. Even a nigger guard didn’t seem
to excite a feeling of resentment. They stood for a moment
in awkward attitudes along the wall. . . . But I soon found
they had come up in good earnest to sign their names. They
opened . . . in a chorus of questions which I answered as I
could. At last a big good–natured fellow said, “There’s questions enough. Let’s take the oath.” They all stood up in
line & held up their hands while I read the oath.58
From his success in Jacksonville, Hay was optimistic about
the possibility of reconstructing the state under Lincoln’s ten
per cent plan:
The fact that more than 50 per cent of the prisoners of war
were eager to desert & get out of the service shows how
the spirit of the common people is broken. Everybody seemed
tired of the war. Peace on any terms was what they wanted.
They have no care for the political questions involved. Most
of them had not read the oath & when I insisted on their
learning what it was, they would say listlessly, “Yes, I guess
I’ll take it.” Some of the more intelligent cursed their politicians & especially South Carolina, but most looked hopefully to the prospect of having a government to protect
them after the anarchy of the few years past.59
Hay’s exertions in favor of Lincoln, along with the “Pomeroy
Circular”6o and Union victories under the supreme leadership of
57.
58.
59.
60.

Diary entry, February 11, 1864, ibid., 160.
Ibid., 161.
Diary entry, February 12, 1864, ibid., 161-62.
Distributed by a group of congressmen under the direction of Senator
S. C. Pomeroy of Kansas, the paper flatly declared Lincoln’s leadership
a failure and proposed Chase for the nomination. When its contents
became public, the circular caused Chase great embarrassment.
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the President, all helped defeat the Chase faction in Florida.
But while Hay might have been successful in frustrating the
Chase backers, he labored in vain to reconstruct the state. Optimistic in mid-February, two weeks later he was “very sure that
we cannot now get the President’s 10th.“61 In late March he
returned to Washington, his mission a failure.62 What had destroyed Hay’s hopes for reconstructing Florida was the Rattle
of Olustee. Three miles east of Lake City on the afternoon of
February 20, 1864, two small armies, each composed of approximately 5,500 men, met in desperate conflict. The fight continued
until darkness and ended in an overwhelming Confederate
victory.63
According to Major General Quincy A. Gillmore, Federal
commander of the Department of the South, the purpose of the
Union advance into middle Florida was fourfold: (1) “To procure an outlet for cotton, lumber, timber, turpentine, and other
products”; (2) “To cut off one of the enemy’s sources of commissary supplies”; (3) “To obtain recruits for my colored regiments”; and (4) “To inaugurate measures for the speedy restoration of Florida to her allegiance, in accordance with instructions which I have received from the President by the hands
of . . . John Hay.“64 Thus, Hay had worked in Jacksonville
with knowledge that the advance of United States forces into
middle Florida was an integral part of the total plan to reconstruct the state. The disaster at Olustee compelled the Union
army to confine its activities to east Florida, thereby making it
impossible for Hay to enter most regions of the state in order
to obtain the required ten per cent of the 1860 voters. Olustee
also resulted in a temporary boost in the sagging morale of
Confederate Florida. It would take months of worsening privation and successive Federal victories to return Florida to its
pre-Olustee level of Unionist sentiment.
61.
62.
63.
64.

Diary entry, March 1, 1864, Hay, Lincoln and the Civil War, 165.
Ibid., March 24, 1864, 166.
Official Records, Armies, Ser. I, XXXV, Pt. 1, 298, 337.
Quincy A. Gillmore to Henry W. Halleck., January 31, 1864, ibid., 279.
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ALEXANDER HAMILTON’S FLORIDA POLICY
by G ILBERT L. L YCAN *
HAMILTON had a greater interest in Florida and
spoke of it more often than any other prominent American
of his period. While still living in the West Indies, he worked
for Beckman and Cruger at Christiansed, and during a part
of that time he was in charge of their commercial activities.1
Whenever he looked at a map of North America, which he often
did in the course of his activities, he saw first of all the peninsula of Florida pointing out toward his homeland. Throughout
his life Hamilton was aware of the importance of Florida in
the future of the United States.
Arriving in New York in 1772, to continue his education,
he soon became embroiled in the rising conflict between the
colonies and England. The agitation was not entirely new to
him, for the Stamp Act of 1765 had been stoutly resisted in the
West Indies, and his patron, Dr. Hugh Knox, was a vocal
opponent of the act. When Dr. Myles Cooper, president of
King’s College, where Hamilton was enrolled as a student, published an article signed “A Westchester Farmer,” condemning
and ridiculing the actions of the First Continental Congress,
Hamilton replied by publishing “The Farmer Refuted” and
“The Full Vindication of Congress.“2 Florida was mentioned by
both correspondents. Cooper held that the action to cut off
trade with Britain and the West Indies would be ineffective because the needs of the islands could be supplied through imports from Nova Scotia, Canada, and Florida. Hamilton, with
his clearer knowledge of the West Indies economy and with
some information on Florida, pointed out that Cooper’s sugLEXANDER

* Mr. Lycan is professor of history, Stetson University.
1. The few facts known about Hamilton’s parentage and childhood are
given by Broadus Mitchell, Alexander Hamilton, 2 vols. (New York,
1962), I, l-36.
2. Henry Cabot Lodge, ed., The Works of Alexander Hamilton, 12 vols.
(New York, 1904), I, 3-177.
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gestion was impractical. He then ventured onto less firm ground
by expressing the hope that Florida would “erelong” join in the
opposition to Britain. Apparently Hamilton’s knowledge of the
political situation in Florida at that time was limited. What
could Florida do in the controversy? The Florida “land monopolizers,“3 were recent arrivals who were so dependent on British
favors and assistance that they were not likely to come out in
opposition. Many settlers, such as those who made up the
Turnbull settlement at New Smyrna, had bitter complaints
against their landlords; but they eagerly joined the armed
forces of Britain when given a chance.4 Soon after the Revolution began, disaffected loyalists began trekking into East and
West Florida.
Hamilton’s Florida policy of later years was marked by his
attitude toward Spain, and this was shaped by the changing conditions through the years. As the Revolution approached,
Hamilton felt sure France and Spain, because of their opposition to England, would support America. To think otherwise,
he said, would be to assume that those nations were inattentive
to their interests and forgetful of their customary imperialistic
ambitions.5 When these two countries failed to take quick action,
Hamilton became disgusted with their reluctance to enter the
conflict. He expressed only a sense of disappointment toward
France, for he appreciated even her early surreptitious assistance, but he was acrimonious in his references to Spain.6
Toward the close of the war, Hamilton represented New
York in the Continental Congress, and from that vantage point,
he helped prepare the instructions being sent to the peace
emissaries in Paris. He would not object to Spanish reacquisition
of the Floridas if it were agreed that the northern border of
those provinces were drawn at the thirty-first parallel, and if
Spain recognized America’s right of free navigation on the Mississippi with a free port of deposit. He criticized the negotiators
for agreeing at one time for a more northerly boundary for
Florida if Britain should hold that territory: he insisted that
3. Charlton W. Tebeau and Ruby Leach Carson, Florida from Indian
Trail to Space Age, 3 vols. (Delray Beach, 1965), I, 70.
4. Ibid., I, 74-75.
5. “The Farmer Refuted,” in Lodge, The ‘Works of Alexander Hamilton,
I, 164.
6. Hamilton to Robert Morris, April 20, 1781, in ibid., III, 359.
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the United States should not show favoritism for the common
enemy.7
During the mid-1780s, Hamilton had little to say about
Florida. The fiery liberator of Spanish America, Francisco de
Miranda, spent time with Hamilton in 1784 laying plans for a
future revolution to free all Spain’s and Portugal’s American
dominions, and this is reflected in Hamilton’s Florida policy
during the crucial years 1798-1799.8 From Miranda he also acquired a deeper antipathy for the Spanish ways of governing.
Hamilton was quite active in his Florida policy while serving
out a second term in Congress in 1787. He was a member of the
committee concerned with foreign affairs. All its resolutions are
in his handwriting, though it is not assumed that he alone
determined the contents in every case. Congress protested to
Spain because slaves from the United States were given asylum
in the Floridas, and it urged a mutual policy of forcibly returning slaves who crossed the border in either direction.9 Apparently Hamilton supported this action, although he had previously expressed intense opposition to slavery. He must have
assumed that no action harmful to blacks would follow and
that the complaint would publicize Spain’s weakness and America’s interest in the Floridas. In accordance with a resolution of
Hamilton’s committee, the Congress also expressed the right
of American citizens to navigate freely the Mississippi.10
In the Nootka Sound controversy of 1790, Spain and Great
Britain threatened to go to war with each other. This served as
an occasion for Washington and his advisors to take a long,
hard look at the nation’s foreign policy. ll Both Hamilton
7. Francis Wharton, ed., Revolutionary Diplomatic Correspondence of the
United States, 6 vols. (Washington, 1889), VI, 338-40.
8. William Spence Robertson, “Francisco de Miranda and the Revolutionizing of Spanish America,” American History Association, Annual Report
for 1907 (1909), I, 195, 251. An indication of other distinguished
Americans with whom Miranda conferred may be gained by checking
his calling cards, social notes, etc., when he was in the United States.
See Vincente Davila, ed., Archivo del General Miranda, 15 vols. (Caracas,
1929-1938), V, 244-79, XV, 73-79; Hamilton to Miranda, August 22,
1798 in Lodge, The Works of Alexander Hamilton, X, 316.
9. Entries, September 15, 16, 1788, in Worthington C. Ford, ed.,
Journals of the Continental Congress, 1774-1789, 34 vols. (Washington,
1904-1937), XXXIV, 527,534-35.
10. Committee report, Continental Congress, August 25, 1788, in ibid.,
XXXIV, 458-60.
11. Washington to Hamilton, October 10, 1790, in John C. Fitzgerald, ed.,
Writings of George Washington, 39 vols. (Washington, 1931-1944),
XXXI,132.
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and Jefferson advised the President to move swiftly to obtain
every possible diplomatic advantage from the situation.12 They
thought it might be possible to induce the British to relinquish
the Northwest posts and the area she was holding south of the
Great Lakes, and Spain to cede her gulf territory as the price
for American neutrality. If this failed, both considered seriously
the possibilities of supporting either side if war came. Hamilton
knew that the Floridas and Louisiana would have to be acquired
if the United States was to continue as a united country. He
urged the President to increase the country’s military strength.
Jefferson said nothing about military preparations though his
attitude seemed more hostile, and he seemed to dread war less
than Hamilton.
Hamilton saw that it might be harmful if Britain came into
possession of the territories contiguous to the United States.
Yet he detested Spanish intrigues in the West and her unwillingness to allow free navigation on the Mississippi. He held
that Spain’s aid during the Revolution was so meager and so
reluctantly given that it placed the United States under no
obligation. War with Spain, he told Washington, should not be
a very serious undertaking, and it might become unavoidable
if she persistently refused to relax her hold on the Floridas.
Jefferson instructed William Carmichael, America’s chargé d’affairs in Madrid, to notify the Spanish minister that there
would be no negotiation unless American citizens were granted
full navigation rights on the Mississippi. Spain’s arguments as to
their right to a Florida boundary north of the thirty-first degree
did not merit “the respect of an answer.” Carmichael was to
negotiate only concerning American rights in New Orleans and
a complete cession of the Floridas. It would be in Spain’s interest
to turn over the Floridas in exchange for an American guarantee
of Spain’s rights to all territory west of the Mississippi. This
would eliminate all points of friction between the countries
and would make the United States a friend. Then if the north12. Frederick Jackson Turner, “English Policy Toward America in 17901791,” American Historical Review, VII (July 1902), 706-35, VIII
(October 1902), 78-86; Hamilton’s detailed opinion, September 15, 1790,
is given by Lodge, The Works of Alexander Hamilton, IV, 313-42. For
all the opinions see Worthington C. Ford’s The United States and
Spain in 1790 (Brooklyn, 1890), passim.
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ern controversy should lead to war between Spain and Britain,
American neutrality would be “very partial” in Spain’s favor, or
the United States would enter the conflict “on the side of the
H[ouse] of Bourbon.” As Jefferson saw it, Spain, by giving up
Florida, that “narrow strip of barren, detached, and expensive
country . . . secures the rest of her territory, and makes an ally.“13
It was at this time that Jefferson announced that it would
not be to “our interest to cross the Mississippi for ages. And
[it] will never be our interest to remain united with those who
do.“14 He was serious in this, and was willing to pledge the
United States never to take any territory west of the Mississippi.
At no time in Hamilton’s life did he look with equanimity upon
the idea of accepting the Mississippi as the final westernmost
boundary of the United States.
The passing of the Nootha Sound controversy did not mean
that the country could take its eyes off Florida. Jefferson continued to press forward on the navigation problem, appealing
always to the lofty principles of justice. British officials spoke
often of the likelihood of war between the United States and
Spain, and their agent, George Beckwith, after frequent conversations with Hamilton, reported to London in 1791 that the
United States would “break with [Spain] tomorrow, if their
condition admitted of it.“15 The British consul at Charleston, G.
Miller, advised his government against seizing the Floridas in
case of war with Spain. He described the Floridas as a barren
area, and East Florida, he thought, would especially be a “poor
acquisition to any power.“16 London accepted as accurate the
assumption that the United States would soon go to war to
obtain the coveted territory, and George Hammond, Britain’s
minister to the United States, was instructed in 1791 to learn
all he could of America’s policy toward Spain. He was informed
that Britain would not try to keep America from getting the
Florida territory.17
13. Jefferson to William Carmichael, August 2, 1790, in A.A. Liscomb and
A.E. Bergh, eds., The Writings of Thomas Jefferson, 20 vols. (Washington, 1903-1904), VII, 71-72.
14. Jefferson to Carmichael, August 22, 1790, in ibid., XVII, 306.
15. March 3, 1791, Public Record 0ffice, Foreign Office, 4. London, Library
of Congress photostat.
16. G. Miller to the Duke of Leeds, September 3, 1790, in ibid.
17. Bernard Mayo, ed., Instructions to the British Ministers to the United
States, 1791-1812 (Washington, 1941), 16-7.
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The French Revolution had a major impact on American
foreign policy. Colonel W. S. Smith, John Adams’s son-in-law,
brought the startling news from Paris in 1792 of a plan to
liberate Spain’s American empire. The French, according to
Smith, would not object to the United States taking Florida
if in turn the Americans would cooperate with France.18 Jefferson, falling in with the plan, began protesting more vociferously against Spanish encouragement of Indian attacks on white
frontiersmen.19 Spain, he claimed, was “so evidently picking a
quarrel with us, that we see a war absolutely inevitable with
her.“20 Jefferson was apparently pleased by the new turn of
European diplomacy. He promptly ordered the American representatives at Madrid to forego making any agreements to guarantee Spain’s territory west of the Mississippi. His previous offer
to guarantee Louisiana to Spain was based on the fear that Great
Britain might seize it. 21 He seemed totally undisturbed by the
thought of France taking over the same region together with
areas to the south.
The spirited French minister Genet then entered the picture.
With Britain in the war beginning in 1793, and with early
French military reverses, it was quite impossible for the revolutionaries to dispatch an expeditionary force to America. Genet,
however, laid before Jefferson a grandiose plan for moving ahead
with the attack. With no ships, men, or money from his own
government, he would take the offensive against Florida, Louisiana, and perhaps also Canada, Mexico, and South America!
He planned to recruit settlers from the western frontier, “brave
Republicans” from South Carolina, and he hoped to receive aid
from the Indians. 22 To finance this plan, he would turn to
the United States.23
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

“The Anas,” in Liscomb and Bergh, Writings of Thomas Jefferson, I,
334-35.
Jefferson to Carmichael and William Short, May 31, 1793, in ibid., I,
104.
Jefferson to James Monroe, June 28, 1793, in ibid., IX, 144. Italics are
in the original.
Ibid, IX, 55-56.
Genet to Jefferson, December 25, 1793, American State Papers, Foreign
Relations, I, 311; John H. Wolfe, Jeffersonian Democracy in South
Carolina (Chapel Hill, 1940), 73-74.
Genet’s official instructions are given in Frederick Jackson Turner,
Correspondence of the French Ministers to the United States, 1791-1797,
American Historical Association, Annual Report for 1903 (1904), II,

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol50/iss2/1

44

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 50, Number 2
ALEXANDER

HAMILTON'S

FLORIDA POLICY

149

Alexander Hamilton stopped the show. In spite of his eagerness to acquire Florida, he opposed this kind of a deal with
France. Nor would he countenance cooperation with the French
revolutionaries, whom he had come to detest.24 Jefferson interceded on Genet’s behalf, but Hamilton remained adamant, and
President Washington supported him.25
Genet moved ahead with his plans. Jefferson warned him
against recruiting Americans on United States soil, but indicated
that he did not care what kind of insurrections were stirred up
in Louisisana. This was an open invitation to Genet to continue
with his efforts.26 The French minister became acquainted with
a great many Americans, and in the summer of 1793 it seemed
quite possible that he would be able to seize Louisiana and
Florida. He expected the American privateersmen whom he had
commissioned to cooperate with attacking land forces from
Georgia. The latter would be commanded by Samuel Hammond
of George with a commission of colonel “In Command of the
Revolutionary Legion of the Floridas.“27
It was all to no avail. Money was essential, and Hamilton
held the purse strings. He was more positive than Jefferson in
warning against recruitment of Americans by Genet.28 But he
had no time to gloat over his victory. Even while he was taking
the wily Genet in hand, a furor arose because of British molestation of American neutral commerce. Hamilton was aghast at
the aggressive measures of Britain, and he was quick to assert
that they would not be tolerated. He urged his own government to prepare for war, while at the same time he also began
searching for possibilities of a peaceful solution. War with
Britain, Hamilton knew, would mean also war with Spain. In
one of his “Americanus” essays, he warned that the British
operating from Canada and the Spanish in Florida could stir
up “a general Indian war” that “would not fail to spread deso24. Hamilton to Washington, November 19, 1792, in Lodge, The Works of
Alexander Hamilton, IV, 363-65.
25. Jefferson to Washington, June 6, 1793, in Liscomb and Bergh, Writings
of Thomas Jefferson, IX, 114-17.
26. Jefferson’s memo concerning a conference with Genet, July 5, 1793,
“The Anas,” ibid., I, 361-62.
27. Frederick Jackson Turner. “The Policy of France Toward the Mississippi Valley in the Period of Washington and Adams,” American
Historical Review, X (January 1905), 261.
28. Hamilton to Washington, May 15, 1793, in Lodge, The Works of
Alexander Hamilton, IV, 410-12.
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lation throughout our frontier.“29 It would not be easy for the
United States to seize Florida, he said, so long as the British
navy was available to defend these provinces. His advice to the
nation was, emphatically, prepare for war but work for peace.
It was Hamilton, more than any other person, who convinced
Washington to send John Jay to London to work out an arrangement with Britain, and Hamilton wrote Jay’s essential instructions. According to one authority, Jay’s treaty might well be
called “Hamilton’s Treaty.“30 Upon his insistence, the treaty
reiterated the mutual guarantee of free navigation on the
Mississippi.31 British navigation on the Mississippi would not
be injurious to the United States, but by mentioning it in the
treaty he felt that it might somehow weaken Spain’s position.32
Spain was alarmed over the Anglo-American negotiations.
Consequently, Thomas Pinckney in 1795 scored a diplomatic
triumph in negotiating a treaty in which Spain conceded America’s right of navigation on the Mississippi with New Orleans
as a port of deposit. Spain also accepted the claim of the United
States as to the northern border of Florida. 33 These points,
Hamilton wrote, were “advantages of real magnitude and importance” and made him “very happy.“34
The Florida question was, nevertheless, far from being settled. Article IV of Pinckney’s treaty stated that navigation in the
Mississippi should be free only to Spain’s subjects and “the
citizens of the United States.” Manual de Godoy, the Spanish
minister, hoped the use of the word “only” would associate the
United States with Spain in excluding Britain from the Mississippi. This was not the American intention, as was made clear
29. ‘Americanus,” No. 2, February 8, 1794, in ibid., V, 87.
30. Samuel F. Bemis, Jay’s Treaty: A Study in Commerce and Diplomacy
(New York, 1923), 271.
31. For a full text of the treaty, see Hunter Miller, ed., Treaties and Other
International Acts of the United States, 1776-1883, 8 vols. (Washington,
1931-1948), II, 245-74.
32. Washington asked for Hamilton’s written opinion on all parts of the
treaty. Hamilton went diligently to the heart of the matter in a long
letter to the President, July 9, 1795, in Lodge, The Works of Alexander
Hamilton, V, 138-81.
33. For a thorough account of the negotiations, see Samuel F. Bemis,
Pinckney’s Treaty, America’s Advantage from Europe’s Distress (New
Haven, 1960), passim.
34. Hamilton’s “The Public Conduct and character of John Adams,”
in Lodge, The Works of Alexander Hamilton, VII, 318; Hamilton
to Rufus King, May 4, 1796, in ibid., X, 163. For the text of Pinckney’s
treaty, see Miller, Treaties and other International Acts, II, 318-38.
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35

by the Anglo-American agreement in 1796. This so disappointed Godoy that he ordered his agents in the Floridas to
suspend execution of Pinckney’s treaty. Navigation on the Mississippi was allowed to continue, but the Spaniards, through noncooperation and by stirring up Indian hostility toward the
American surveying party, stopped the process of marking the
new northern boundary of Florida. This brought forth a renewed chorus of American complaints regarding Spanish perfidy,
procrastination, and ill will.36 And now a new and disturbing
element entered American considerations— the belief that Spain
was at the point of ceding Louisiana and Florida to the French.
In 1795, the Peace of Basle was negotiated with France, which
looked toward a renewal of the old alliance between the two
countries.37 It was widely assumed in Europe and America that
this would render Spain dependent upon France. How, otherwise, could she maintain her empire against a vengeful England?
During the winter of 1796-1797 there were reports from
many quarters that France had taken possession of Florida or
was at the point of doing so. This was believed by some American officials in Europe, including John Quincy Adams, by British officials in London and America, and by most of the leading
Federalists in the United States.38 Some Republican leaders in
the United States vehemently denied that America’s Revolutionary War ally would be so rude as to seize these strategic
territories. James Monroe, for instance, wrote from Paris that
the French foreign office had assured him it was not interested
in the gulf regions except possibly to keep Britain out of
the area.39
35. Ibid., II, 346-47.
36. Arthur P. Whitaker, “The Retrocession of Louisiana in Spanish Policy,”
American Historical Review, XXXIX (April 1934), 460-62.
37. E. Wilson Lyon, Louisiana in French Diplomacy (Norman, 1934), 83.
38. William Barry Grove (North Carolina), to James Hogg, June 24, December 18, 1797, in Henry Gilbert Wagstaff, ed., “Letters of William
Barry Grove,” James Sprunt Historical Publications, Vol. IX, 2, 62, 65;
Fisher Ames to Hamilton, January 26, 1797, in John C. Hamilton, ed.,
The Works of Alexander Hamilton, 7 vols. (New York, 1850-1851), VI,
200; Oliver Wolcott to John Adams, April 25, 1797, in George Gibbs,
ed., Memoirs of the Administrations of Washington and John Adams,
2 vols. (New York, 1846), I, 513.
39. Monroe to Short, May 20, 1795; Monroe to Timothy Pickering,
September 10, 1796, in S.M. Hamilton, ed., The Writings of James Monroe, 7 vols. (New York, 1889-1903), II, 289-90, III, 62.
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What did the French really think, and what policy were they
actually pursuing? The French minister to the United States, the
Comte de Moustier, recommended in 1789 the reacquisition of
Louisiana, east and west of the Mississippi, which in his view
included Florida. 40 In 1796 General Victor Collot, former
governor of Guadeloupe, made a ten month’s survey of the
Ohio and Mississippi regions, and afterwards he also advised
his government to obtain the territory all the way eastward
to the Allegheny Mountains and to fortify the passes against the
United States.41 By 1796 the French government had definitely
adopted this as a national goal. For Tallyrand it was a personal
ambition as well as a national goal to seize Spain’s gulf territories and to take the Ohio valley and everything up to the
Alleghenies in order to have a firm checkrein on the United
States.42 He could not move immediately, for he had to find a
way around the British navy.
France keenly resented Jay’s treaty, looking upon it as a
violation of the traditional France-American alliance. 43 Her
naval forces were ordered to treat American commerce harshly.44
By 1797 this action had become so offensive that it had destroyed
the alliance, and the two nations were moving toward war with
each other. In 1798 Congress, in the face of stout Republican opposition, enacted measures that led to what has been called a
“limited war.” There was some action at sea; American seamen
defeated the French vessels that had escaped the British navy.45
Hamilton strongly supported the resistance measures, and
he charged that France was aiming at taking over Florida and
Louisiana in order to cripple American independence. Yet he
opposed actual war with France until every reasonable effort
for peaceful accommodation had been made.46 In doing this
he had to argue against several of his Federalist colleagues, who
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.

E. Wilson Lyon, “Moustier’s Memoir of Louisiana,” Mississippi Valley
Historical Review, XXII (September 1935), 251-66.
Durand Echeverria, transl., “Genera1 Collot’s Plan for a Reconnaissance of the Ohio and Mississippi Valleys, 1796,” William and Mary
Quarterly, 3rd Series, IX (October 1952), 513-16.
Turner, “The Policy of France Toward the Mississippi Valley,” 249.
Alphonse Bertrand, “Les Etats-Unis et la Révolution Française,” Revue
des Deux Mondes, 5th Series, XXXIII (May 15, 1906), 427.
American State Papers, Foreign Relations, I, 745.
Gardner W. Allen, Our Naval War with France (Boston, 1909), passim.
Hamilton to Washington, November 19, 1796, in Lodge, The Works of
Alexander Hamilton, X, 208-09.
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saw both national and party advantages in a French war.47 In
this situation Hamilton again rose above party considerations.
Following the XYZ Affair, when Talleyrand refused to talk
peace with the American commissioners but asked for bribes
and made threats, it appeared obvious to most Americans, including Hamilton, that war was no longer avoidable. Congress
voted funds to raise an army, and President Adams asked Washington to come out of retirement to head this force. Washington
successfully insisted that Hamilton be made second in command,
and that as inspector-general, Hamilton be given the responsi48
bility for organizing the army. Hamilton would fight for no
small stakes. Fearing a French invasion through Spain’s territories on the gulf, he decided to seize those areas for the United
States. While the British navy was holding the Atlantic against
the French and Spaniards, Hamilton saw his chance to move
against Louisiana and Florida. 49 Britain practically begged for
an alliance with the United States,50 but Hamilton would not
agree to it. From first to last, he positively turned his back on
a British alliance, but he was willing to accept the cooperation
of the British naval units in the gulf.51 Britain indicated readiness to make this a cooperative venture without insisting on an
alliance. 52
In the meantime, Hamilton was secretly building and equipping an army on the Ohio for a descent upon New Orleans.53
For strategic reasons, he would strike New Orleans first, though
he indicated that Florida was of greater value. This was probably because Florida was so frequently on his mind. Likely
also he had often contemplated the ease and certainty of the

47. Hamilton to Wolcott, November 22, 1796, in ibid., 209-14; Hamilton to
King December 16, 1796, in ibid., 215-17.
48. Mitchell, Alexander Hamilton, II, 427-53.
49. Hamilton to General James Gunn, December 22, 1798, in Lodge, The
Works of Alexander Hamilton VII, 46; Hamilton to Harrison Gray
Otis, January 26, 1799, in ibid., X. 338-39.
50. Grenville to Liston, December 8, 1798, in Mayo, Instructions to British
Ministers, 165.
51. Hamilton to Pickering, March 27, 1798, in Lodge, The Works of
Alexander Hamilton, X, 280.
52. Grenville to Liston, June 8, December 8, 1798, in Mayo, Instructions to
British Ministers, 165.
53. Hamilton to General James Wilkinson, April 15, 1799, in Lodge, The
Works of Alexander Hamilton VII, 75-76.
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acquisition of Louisiana once Florida was safely in American
hands.
Hamilton made General James Wilkinson his next in command in the West even though it was widely rumored that the
general was a traitor, or at least had been receiving money from
Spanish authorities for carrying out treasonable activities. Hamilton and Adams refused to believe the accusations.54 Washington
at first hesitated, then went along with Hamilton in the matter. 55 James McHenry, secretary of war, was convinced that
Wilkinson was a traitor, and he begged Hamilton to have
nothing to do with him.56
Wilkinson was promoted to the rank of major general, and
Hamilton took him fully into his confidence. Subsequent historical research has proved that Wilkinson had been working
with the Spaniards for pay, although he cut off his relations
with them at this time and seemed to work loyally to help
Hamilton carry out the expedition.57 Together they prepared
for an attack on New Orleans or Pensacola. Hamilton asked
Wilkinson to gather as much information as possible concerning “western inhabitants,” the Indians and Spaniards, and the
best manner for “attacking the two Floridas.”58
Hamilton was apprehensive that Britain might be defeated
in her war with France or might leave the conflict through sheer
wearinesss.59 In that case, a French invasion would be an immediate danger. It was reported in Congress that France already
had an army of 5,000 men, mostly Negroes, in the West Indies,
commanded by Victor Hugues .60 Washington and Hamilton felt

54.

55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.

Hamilton to Adams, September 7, 1799, in James Wilkinson, Memoirs
of My Own Times, 3 vols. (Philadelphia, 1816), II, 158; Adams to
Wilkinson, February 4, 1798, in Charles Francis Adams, ed., The Works
of John Adams, 10 vols. (Boston, 1850-1856), VIII, 563-64.
Washington to Hamilton; June 25, 1799, in Fitzgerald, Writings of
George Washington, XXXVIX, 246.
James McHenry to Hamilton, June 27, 1799, in Hamilton, Works of
Alexander Hamilton, V, 283.
James Ripley Jacobs, Tarnished Warrior (New York, 1938), 166.
Hamilton to Wilkinson, April 15, 1799, in Lodge, The Works of
Alexander Hamilton, VII, 75-76.
Hamilton’s essay, “The Strand,” No. VI, April 19, 1798, in ibid., VI,
303; William B. Giles (Virginia), March 29, 1798, Annals of Congress,
1789-1824, 42 vols. (Washington, 1834-1856), VIII, 1352.
Robert Goodloe Harper (South Carolina), April 24, 1798, ibid., VIII,
1530-31.
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that any French invasion would come in the South, most likely
through New Orleans or Florida.61
Hamilton’s plan of action was kept so well under wraps that
some aspects of it are not clear even now to the historian.
Wilkinson recommended a military buildup at Loftus Heights
on the Mississippi from which to “carry a coup-de-main against
the capital below.“62 Washington and Hamilton thought this
point was too close to the Spaniards and would alert them prematurely to the movement being planned.63 It was decided to
bring the forces together far up on the Ohio, from which point,
Washington said, it would be possible to “descend the river like
lightning” and hit the enemy unawares.64 The project worked
out by Hamilton and Wilkinson called for seventy-five boats,
each to carry forty men with “baggage and stores.“65 Thus
Hamilton proposed to move out on the high waters in the
spring of 1800 with an army of 3,000 men to attack the Spaniards at St. Louis and New Orleans. From New Orleans it
would sweep eastward to enfold Florida with the assistance of
the British navy which was being offered on almost any terms
the Americans might desire.
Apparently much of Hamilton’s lifetime ambition was about
to be fulfilled. In 1790 he had perceived that the permanence
of the national union required the acquisition of Florida. This
acquisition, it seemed, was about to be made. In 1774 he had
hoped Florida would “erelong” join in American resistance to
Britain. Was the union about to occur?
The climax was in the plan and the preparation— not in
the world of actual events. President Adams supported the navy
but starved the army. Vice-President Jefferson saw, nevertheless, that the only way to stop Hamilton was to prevent the French
attacks on American commerce. This he thought he could do
by informing the French government of Hamilton’s and Washington’s plans. The generals had tried desperately to keep their
61. Washington to Adams, July 4, 1798; Washington to Pickering, October
18, 1798; Washington to McHenry, July 11, 1789, in Fitzgerald, Writings
of George Washington, XXXVI, 313, 324, 497.
62. Wilkerson to Hamilton, April 15, 1799, Alexander Hamilton Papers,
Library of Congress Manuscripts Division, Vol. 39.
63. Hamilton to Washington, September 9, 1799, in Lodge, The Works of
Alexander Hamilton, VII, 124.
64. Washington to Hamilton, September 15, 1799, in Fitzgerald, Writings of
George Washington, XXXVII, 364.
65. Hamilton to McHenry, October 29, 1799, Hamilton Papers, Vol. 58.
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secret, even by camouflaging appropriation bills, but they
could not keep their plans hidden from Jefferson. Learning
that Victor duPont, whom President Adams had refused to
receive as a consul from France, was returning to Europe, Jefferson asked him to inform Talleyrand that his country’s attacks on American commerce were ruining the pro-French
Republican Party and that Hamilton was preparing to march
on New Orleans.66 Talleyrand immediately saw that he must
win the good will of the United States or see his own Louisiana-Florida dream vanish,67 and he begged Adams for a renewal of peace negotiations.
Adams and many of his friends thought there was but a
slight chance that France would grant acceptable terms, and
it was humiliating to the President to send yet another peace
commission to France after the repeated rebuffs he had met.
But Adams had come to dislike Hamilton, and he was willing
to go to almost any lengths to keep him from vaulting to the
high level of esteem that would surely follow a gulf victory.
Adams named William R. Davie, Oliver Ellsworth, and William Vans Murray as his new peace emissaries.68 Hamilton’s
activities were immediately halted. Without funds he could
not build the boats or the fortifications thought necessary,
and the Mississippi question fell into other hands.69
Peace with France the following year opened the way for
Jefferson’s Louisiana Purchase in 1803.70 Numerous Federalist
leaders, influenced by party considerations or sectionalism, opposed the purchase. Timothy Pickering protested against “the
purchase of an immense territory which we did not want, and
at such a price.“71 Party preference did not go that far with
Hamilton. “It is a noble bargain,” he affirmed, and he used

66. Whitaker, “The Retrocession of Louisiana in Spanish Policy,” 467; E.
Wilson Lyon, “The Directory and the United States,” American Historical Review, XLIII (April 1938), 529; J.A. James, “Louisiana as a Factor
in American Diplomacy, 1795-1800,” Mississippi Valley Historical Review, I (June 1914), 54.
67. Lyon, “The Directory and the United States,” 518.
68. American State Papers, Foreign Relations, II, 239-40; Charles Francis
Adams, ed., Life of John Adams, I, 347-547, in Writings of John Adams.
69. Miller, Treaties and other International Acts, II, 457-79.
70. Ibid., 498-505.
71. Pickering to Caleb Strong, November 22, 1803, Timothy Pickering
Papers, Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston, Massachusetts.
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his influence energetically to obtain ratification of the treaty.72
Indeed this did not fulfill Hamilton’s dream concerning
Florida, but it was an important step in that direction. Before his life ended the following year, he must have reflected
often on how he had helped to guide the nation through his
publications, his correspondence, his congressional resolutions,
and his counsel, toward the eventual acquisition of that part
of North America that lay closest to his boyhood home, the
peninsula of Florida.
72. Hamilton’s views on the treaty were expressed in editorials in the
New York Evening Post, see especially the issue, July 5, 1803.
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TAMPA BAY IN 1757:
FRANCISCO MARIA CELI’S JOURNAL
AND LOGBOOK, PART I
edited by J OHN D. W ARE *

following their discovery and exF ploration Tampa centuries
Bay lay virtually neglected by the Spanish.
OR ALMOST TWO

Then, in 1756, for a variety of reasons, they seemed to awake
to the potential of the area, and they authorized two surveys.1
The first, made by Juan Baptista Franco in the closing months
of 1756, was but briefly recorded. 2 Perhaps because of the
brevity of this report a second survey was sought by Señor
Don Lorenzo de Montalbo, 3 comisario ordenador de marina,
principal naval minister in Cuba. The mission was entrusted to
Don Francisco Maria Celi, pilot of the Spanish Royal Fleet, as
ordered by Rear Admiral Frey Blas de la Barreda.
If Franco’s twenty-two day examination of the Tampa Bay
area4 was but briefly recorded, Celi’s somewhat longer survey
was minutely documented. It appears that few if any details
*

Captain Ware, a resident of Tampa, is secretary of the Florida State
Pilots’ Association and co-manager of the Tampa Bay Pilots’ Association.

Charles W. Amade, “Celi’s Expedition to Tampa Bay: A Historical
Analysis,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XLVII (July 1968), 4-6; John
Jay TePaske, The Governorship of Spanish Florida, 1700-1763 (Durham,
1964), 106, notes that Ferdinand VI, in the fall of 1756, granted permission to cut the royal timber of Florida for shipbuilding purposes.
2. Juan Baptista Franco’s two and one-half page report, December 7, 1756,
is available in a certified copy made by Domingo de Lavradores in
Havana and dated April 6, 1761, Archivo y Biblioteca del Servicio
Histórico Militar, Madrid, legajo 5-l-6-5. See also Jack D. L. Holmes
and John D. Ware, “Juan Baptista Franco and Tampa Bay, 1756,”
Tequesta, XXVIII (1968), 91-97.
3 . Lorenzo Montalvo (Montalbo) Avellaneda y Ruiz Alarcón was born in
1710 in Medina del Campo, Spain, a descendent of a family of that
name in Valladolid. He was serving as comisaro ordenador de Marina,
or quartermaster, in 1762 when the English invasion occured. He distinguished himself in the siege and later was credited with using his
influence to the benefit of the landowners and the residents of Havana
under the English domination. After the performance of these military
services, he engaged in civil matters among which was the construction
of a waterway. He died in Havana, December 8, 1778, as the first Conde
de Macurijes. See Francisco Calcagno, Diccionario Biográfico Cubano
(New York, 1878), 428-29.
4. Holmes and Ware, “Juan Baptista Franco and Tampa Bay, 1756,” 95.
1.
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were omitted from his journal and logbook or from his elaborate and reasonably accurate chart. One historian has described
Celi’s cartographic effort as a “key document” and “an artistic
work.”5
The Celi map, or chart, is not a recent discovery; historians
have known of its existence for many years.6 However, its companion document, Celi’s eighty-page survey journal and logbook, from which the chart itself was developed, was not
brought to light by Florida historians from its repository in the
Naval Museum in Madrid until 1965. This account came into
the hands of the editor who has translated, edited, and annotated it.7
The transcription and translation of this document presented
certain minor problems, none insurmountable. Of the two operations, perhaps the transcription was the more difficult. First
of all, both sides of the sheet were utilized by the scribe, whose
handwriting left much to be desired. The result was that on
certain pages the “bleed-through” of the ink on each side of
the porous paper tended to obliterate or otherwise confuse
the writing of both sides.8 Additionally, Celi, in true seafarer
fashion, made even more than the normally extensive use of
Charles W. Arnade, “Three Early Spanish Tampa Bay Maps,” Tequesta,
XXV (1965), 86-88.
6 . Ibid; Amade, “Celi’s Expedition to Tampa Bay: A Historical Analysis,”
l-2; J. Clarence Simpson, Florida Place Names of Indian Derivation,
edited by Mark F. Boyd (Tallahassee, 1956), 107-08. For a somewhat less
detailed version, perhaps a copy of Celi’s chart, see Arthur P. Whitaker,
ed., Documents Relating to the Commercial Policy of Gain in the
Floridas (Deland, 1931), plate opposite 156; and Margaret Carrick
Fairlie, History of Florida (Kingsport, Tennessee, 1935), 36.
7 . This manuscript was found by Charles W. Arnade who made it available
to the translator through Walter P. Fuller of St. Petersburg. Francisco
Maria Celi, “De la Havana al Puerto de Tampa, Año de 1757, Diario
de Reconocimientos,” “Océano Atlántico Septentrional,” vol. IIa, mss.
176, documento 5, Museo Naval, Ministerio de Marina, Madrid; translated and annotated by the editor, “From Havana to the Port of Tampa,
year of 1757, A Journal of Surveys.” Photocopies of the manuscript,
translation, and article by the editor, “A view of Celi’s Journal of Surveys and Chart of 1757,” with annotations, are found in the Florida
Historical Society Library, University of South Florida, Tampa, and the
P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University of Florida, Gainesville. The article, was published in a shorter edited form. Florida
Historical Quarterly, XLVII (July 1968), 8-24.
8 . This problem was solved by placing the recto and verso sides of the
photocopies together back-to-back and holding them in front of a light.
This, in effect, simulated the single sheet of the original document and
permitted the proper alignment of all words of both sides whereby the
proper distinctions were able to be made.

5.
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abbreviations which contributed nothing to the ease of transcription or translation.
The manuscript was handwritten in eighteenth-century
Spanish, certain of which is now archaic, employing, of course,
the spelling, lettering, and styling of the era. The nomenclature
of certain items relating to the sailing vessel and to its navigation required a little more than the normal amount of care
in translation. Fortunately, the scribe’s handwriting, if not of
the very best, was at least reasonably consistent.
Celi’s Diario is essentially a technical account combining his
survey journal and the log of the San Francisco de Asis on her
passages from Havana to Tampa Bay and return. And while
it contains much in the way of interesting historical narrative,
it also has many compass courses, bearings, distances, and
depths, in addition to five pages of log tabulations. Since these
data contribute nothing to the narrative, certain of these repetitous passages have been briefly paraphrased by the present
writer and translator, and appear herein in editorial brackets.
The daily log sheets have been omitted for the same reason.
In October 1966, the only known copy of the original Celi
manuscript9 and one copy of his chart were examined in the
Museo Naval in Madrid. A microfilm record of each was obtained, whereby certain obscurities of a former transcription
were clarified and missing pages were obtained. A visit was also
made to the Archivo Don Ãlvaro Bazán in El Viso del
Marquès in the Province of Ciudad Real where service records
of Spanish naval officers dating back to the early sixteenth
century are kept, but nothing could be found on Celi or his
work. A short asunto personal dated Madrid, March 22, 1756,
to The Most Excellent Bailio Frey de Arriaga about Don Lino
Morillo, perhaps the second-in-command of the vessel, was the
only document brought to light in this archive on the men who
accompanied Celi. l0 Later a brief item on Francisco Maria
9. This copy, unsigned by Celi, was made by Rafael Maestre, compared
with the original, and dated Isle of León, May 9, 1811.
10. Ware, “A View of Celi’s Journal of Surveys and Chart of 1757,” 10-11.
This asunto was an aviso to Arriaga advising that Alfe’rez de Navio
[Ensign] Don Lino Morillo, previously unassigned, had been qualified by
His Majesty and assigned to Havana. His service was to be in the patrol
vessels of the Windward Islands under command of Jefe de Escuadra
[Rear Admiral] Don Blas de la Barreda. Celi named the present Hills-
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Celi was found in a published source.11
The account of Celi’s 1757 survey of Tampa Bay appears to
be the first detailed report on this body of water to come to
light after a period of almost two centuries of indifference and
neglect. Therefore, his Diario must likewise be regarded as a
“key document” and a significant contribution to the scant
knowledge of the area in the closing years of the first Spanish
regime in Florida.12
FROM HAVANA TO THE PORT OF TAMPA 13
YEAR OF 1757
A JOURNAL OF SURVEYS
[Part I]
Logbook kept by Don Francisco Maria Celi, pilot of the
Royal Fleet, by order of Señior Frey Blas de la Barreda, Knight
Commander of Vallejos, rear admiral of the naval fleets of his
Catholic Majesty, commander general of the squadron of Havana; in the xebec San Francisco de Asis, 14 commanded by Naval

11.

12.

13.
14.

borough River San Julian y Arriaga, perhaps partially in honor of Minister of State Arriaga in Spain. Wilbur H. Siebert, “The Departure of the
Spaniards and Other Groups from East Florida, 1763-1764,” Florida
Historical Quarterly, XIX (October 1940), 145, 151.
Calcagno, Diccionario Biográfico Cubano, 187, states that “Francisco
Maria Celi, land surveyor; among others of his works, deserves mention
for his map of the district of Puerto Príncipe” [Port au Prince?]. Although this source characterizes the subject as agrimensor, or land
surveyor, Celi refers to himself in his Diario and on his Plano as Piloto
de la Real Armada, a pilot of the Royal Fleet, thus confirming that
early Spanish pilots were also concerned with surveying and cartography.
The context of the foregoing suggests that Celi may have been a
civilian, and if so, this would explain the absence of a service record
in the archives. For a typescript in Spanish of the biographical information on Montalvo and Celi the present writer is indebted to Ruth Kent
and Eugenia B. Arana of the St. Augustine Historical Society.
Charles W. Arnade, “The Juan Baptista Franco Document of Tampa
Bay, 1756,” Tequesta, XXVIII (1968), 99-101; Amade, “Three Early
Spanish Tampa Bay Maps,” 85; Arnade, “Celi’s Expedition to Tampa
Bay: A Historical Analysis,” 1, 6-7.
“Dé la Havana al Puerto de Tampa, Año de 1757, Diario de Reconocimientos,” translated with notes by John D. Ware.
A Jabeque or xebec was a small three-masted vessel which navigated in
the Mediterranean, and on the coast of Spain and Portugal. See Henry
B. Culver and Gordon Grant, The Book of Old Ships (Garden City,
1935), 213, Velasquez, Spanish and English Dictionary (Chicago, 1964),
412. The three masts usually bore lateen sails, the foremast having a
pronounced rake forward. There were many variations of the rig, and
oars were often employed as a supplementary means of propulsion. For
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Lieutenant Don José Jiménez, from said Port of Havana, which
is in 23o 10’ north latitude and longitude 291o 10’ for the Ray
of Tampa, which is in 27o 40’ and 290o longitude, based on the
16
meridian of Tenerife,15 in order to survey its forests and to
draw its chart.
Easter Sunday, April 10, 1757. Dawn came with horizons and
sky clear, and with a land breeze from the southeast. At 7:00
in the morning we set sail with the towing vessell and at 7:45
took our departure from between Morro Castle and the Point.
The towing vessel was cast off and a course set, heading NNE.
The wind strengthened and shifted to the east; whereupon a
rough sea was encountered from the NNE. The wind continued
changing to the ENE, which compelled us to steer north and
then N 5o NW. At 9:30 the wind increased even more, and
required us to put about. While to leeward, the lateen yard
of the foremast was lowered. We noted our position from the
channel entrance and set a course of SSE in order to remain
close-hauled near land until a suitable time for crossing to the

a view of the xebec San Francisco de Asis and its stylized version, see
Ware, “A View of Celi’s Journal of Surveys and Chart of 1757,” plates
opposite 14-15. The sketch on Celi’s chart indicates that her mainmast
was square-rigged, and carried three sails-main, lower main, and upper
mainsails. There is no indication from the text of the Journal or the
sketch that the San Francisco de Asis was equipped with oars.
15. In Celi’s account and chart, Tenerife in the Canary Islands was used as
the prime meridian, and the longitude was reckoned from zero degrees
through 360° west to east. This would account for the longitude of
290° herein shown, even though somewhat in error. See Nathaniel
Bowditch, American Practical Navigator (Washington, 1962), 48. Until
the beginning of the nineteenth century, there was little uniformity
among the cartographers as to the meridian from which longitude was
measured. The navigator was not particularly concerned since he could
not determine his longitude. The system of measuring longitude both
east and west through 180o may have first appeared in the middle of
the eighteenth century. The meridian of London was used as early as
1676, and over the years its popularity grew as England’s maritime
interests increased, however, it was not until 1884 that the meridian
of Greenwich was officially established as the prime meridian.
16. Celi employed the word montes which has a number of meanings, including: mountains, mounts, woods, forests, woodlands, difficulties, obstructions, etc. The subsequent preoccupation of the survey party with
timber for ships’ masts, booms, and yards suggests that Celi was referring to the forests around Tampa Bay. An earlier and briefly recorded survey also suggests this. See Holmes and Ware, “Juan Baptista
Franco and Tampa Bay, 1756,” 91-97, passim.
17. The towing vessel referred to was probably a longboat with men at
the sweeps.
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keys.l8 At noon I observed Morro Castle at S 5o SE, a distance
of one league.
Midday of the 10th day to the llth, Monday noon.l9 The
sky continues clear except for scud driven before the breeze.
The rough sea continues as we are close-hauled, until at 3:30
in the afternoon it is resolved to proceed toward the keys. The
wind has now veered to the east and is somewhat more favorable. The heading is set at N by E, as we are somewhat beyond
the Castle of Cojimar, in latitude 23o 14’ and 291o 18’longitude.
The vessel proceeded on said tack and with the same wind,
which moderated by midnight.
Dawn came Monday with hazy horizons, sea almost flat, and
favorable winds. At 5:45 in the morning keys were sighted at
a distance, but could not be recognized through the haze. A
sounding was taken showing a depth of seven fathoms20 with
white sand bottom. Continuing on this tack and sounding frequently, we arrived at four fathoms. Realizing that the keys
could not yet be recognized, we changed tack and turned SSE.
Under shortened sail we sounded six and seven, until at ten
fathoms we lost the bottom; whereupon we attempted to keep
to windward until it might clear.
At 7:45 it cleared and we again changed our tack to a
heading of N by E. The key was recognized to be the one
where we made our landfall: that is, the one to the east of
Boca Grande, and the one seen at a distance to the west as Key
18. The Florida keys.
19. Bowditch, American Practical Navigator, 483. Until recently many maritime nations reckoned their nautical day from noon to noon.
20. TO avoid repetition and for convenience,’ the measurements of a definite
nature referred to in Celi’s Diario are grouped under this footnote,
and are herewith compared with the corresponding U.S. measurement
where possible. J. Villasana Haggard, Handbook for Trunslarors of
Spanish Historical Documents (Austin, 3941), 68, passim: “Uniformity
in weights and measures throughout the Spanish Empire was not
achieved until the metric system was officially adopted in 1871.” Unless
otherwise noted, the above is the reference authority for the following
measurements and their equivalents:
pulgada (Spanish): inch, 0.914 inch.
palmo (Spanish): palm. 8.23 inches.
codo (Spanish): 1/2 vara, cubit, 16.5 inches.
vara (Castilla): yard, 32.909579, or 33 inches.
braza (Spanish): fathom, 1 yard 29.82 inches or 65.82 inches.
cable: a cable’s length (Velasquez), 120 fathoms.
milla (Spanish): mile, 0.866 mile.
legua (Spanish): league (of Burgos, 18,281.7 ft.; geometric, 18,266.7 ft.)
Haggard made certain errors in his conversion.
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Marquéz, five leagues to the leeward of Cayo de G[h]ueso [Key
West]. (From which we crossed over along the coast proceeding
from Havana, until we descried this landfall. I have relied upon
the course angle of five degrees in the fourth quadrant of the
compass21 and a distance by log of sixty-three miles.
Proceeding on this tack N by E, we again found sand bottom at eleven fathoms; and frequent soundings revealed [depths
varying from seven, to three, to ten, and to six] fathoms. This
depth of six fathoms held until French Key22 bore NW by W,
a distance of one and one-half leagues, and Boca Grande Key
NE, a distance of one-half league. We continued to navigate
until a depth of three fathoms was found; whereupon at 8:30
we anchored, Boca Grande Key bearing east, one half league,
and Key Marquéz abeam at WNW, one league. We anchored
in this position realizing that the tide was falling and that the
wind might later permit our crossing to the coast of the mainland. Latitude of this arrival: 26o 31’, longitude 290o 43’. This
is according to the information on the chart.23
At 10:00 A.M. the wind veered to E by S. We sailed at this
time, steering NW, sounding frequently a depth of three fathoms, shoaling to two and one-half. At 11:00 we were beyond this
channel between Marquéz Key and Boca Grande. We sounded
a depth of seven fathoms with white sand bottom and at noon
I observed a latitude of 24o 48’ and raised24 Boca Grande at
ESE, a distance of three and one-half leagues. We are now more
northward of Marquéz Key, which is WSW, a distance of four
and one-half leagues. Longitude of this arrival: 290o 36’.
Midday of the 11th to the 12th, Tuesday noon. The sky
21. The vessel’s initial course was north by east, but according to Celi’s log
sheets, he later altered course to make good the course angle in question. This would have allowed for the current set when crossing the
Gulf Stream in the Straits of Florida. Early compasses were graduated
into thirty-two (32) points as well as degrees. North and south were
zero degree and east and west were 90°. Thus the first quadrant was
from north to east, second quadrant from south to east, third from
south to west, and the fourth from north to west.
22. French Key seems to be another name used by Celi for Marquesa Key.
23. Celi is herein accepting the co-ordinates of latitude and longitude of
his position as shown on the chart. Although navigators had been able
to determine their latitude by celestial observations for centuries, developments leading to accurate determination of longitude at sea by
the average navigator came during the nineteenth century. See Bowditch, American Practical Navigator, 40-48, passim, and Ware, “A View
of Celi’s Journal of Survey and Chart of 1757,” 8-9.
24. Raised is herein used in the sense of observing or taking a bearing.
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continues clear, the horizons hazy, and the sea even smoother.
The wind is fresh from the ESE, and the vessel is heading N
by E, as we sound hour by hour. Nightfall came bringing the
same weather. At 10:00 P.M., having encountered less depth,
we steered NNW until 11:00 P.M., at which time one more
fathom was found and we steered N by W. We arrived at daybreak Tuesday in sight of land, which we descried in the
middle of the bay of Carlos and at a distance from it of three
leagues.25 At this time the order was given to steer NW by W,
as a sounding showed four and one-half fathoms with rocky
bottom.
Note: From Punta Tancha to Punta Larga, 26 which is the
point south of the bay or inlet of Carlos, the coast runs NW
and SE a distance of twenty leagues. From Punta Larga to Punta
Sanibel, which is the one of the band of keys north of Carlos
Bay, the coast and keys run NW and SE: with one another. They
turn away for a distance of fifteen leagues, and in this distance
form said cove figure in the shape of a half moon, having a
depth in its entrance of eight to nine palms. Inside the bay
there is a depth of thirty-two to forty palms, so that it is suitable only for fishing vessels.
From Punta Sanibel the coast runs WNW 5o W, and continuing on this same course one and one-half leagues there is
a bay or hidden mouth. Running along this same course for two
and one-half leagues is another inlet which they call El Captivo,27
in which there is a depth of seven to eight palms.
Finding ourselves at a distance from land of about one
league with the xebec, we steered NNW a distance of two and
25. United States Coast and Geodetic Survey Chart 1113, Havana to Tampa
Bay. Hereinafter referred to as Chart 1113. Celi’s bearings and distances
do not coincide nor do they agree with the latitude: Accepting the
latter, however, as being more nearly correct and projecting the distance run from his noon position to his landfall at daybreak (about
5:00 A.M.), one arrives at a distance of some ninety miles sailed in
approximately seventeen hours for an average speed of approximately
5.3 knots per hour.
26. Bernard Romans, Map of Florida, 1774, in Woodbury Lowery, A Descriptive List of Maps of the Spanish Possessions within the present
United States, 1502-1820; edited with notes by Philip Lee Phillips
(Washington, 1912), 370. L. C. item 566, shows these as “Punta Tancha
now Sandy Point” and “Cape Roman or Punta Larga,” respectively. See
Chart 1113 for the modern names of these points: “Cape Sable” and
“Cape Romano,” respectively.
27. Ibid. Chart 1113 shows this as “Captiva Pass.”
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one-half leagues with a depth of four and one-half to five
fathoms. We arrived somewhat beyond a pass which is called
Boca Grande,28 in which there is a depth of fifteen palms, and
inside, up to thirty palms. At 9:45 A.M. we steered NW, having
unexpectedly encountered sand bars extending outward from
the land a little more than one league, Note: I advise that one
should navigate along the coast in a depth of six fathoms,
which will go safely by all danger.
At 10:00 A.M. a sounding was made showing six fathoms
with shell bottom; whereupon we steered NNW and at 10:30
were almost becalmed. This day has been noted by a difference
by dead reckoning to that by observation of eleven miles more
to the north, for which I allowed with the first correction. From
this position the entrance to Tampa Bay bears to the north
three leagues NW, a distance of seventeen leagues.29
Midday of the 12th to the 13th day, Wednesday noon.
Horizons are hazy, sky is clear, and the sea is smooth. With a
favorable wind from the SSW and heading NW by N, we proceeded along the coast a distance from land of one league with
a depth of three and one-half and four fathoms and sand
bottom. The wind continued to moderate, until shifting to
WNW it became almost calm. At 4:45 in the afternoon we
changed tack to a heading of WSW, the wind having veered
to NNW. At 5:45 P.M. we came about on a tack of NE with the
same wind, in order to stand inshore in expectation of the
nightly land breeze.30
Night came on us with this fair weather and the same
wind from NNW. At 7:30 in the evening we turned on a tack
of west with this wind, so as not to approach nearer to land.
At this time the wind began shifting to land and with it we
kept falling away to the leeward until we steered NNW. We
kept to a depth of six and one-half to six fathoms until 2:00 in
the morning, at which time a sounding showed three fathoms
with white sand bottom; whereupon the pilot said we should
28. Ibid. This pass is the entrance to present Port Boca Grande.
29. This is an awkward and none-too-accurate means of expressing a bearing, and it would not be used by present-day pilots or navigators.
30. This suggests that Celi was aware of land and sea breezes caused by
the alternate heating and cooling of the Florida land mass adjacent to
the Gulf of Mexico. See Bowditch, American Practical Navigator, 806
and Ware, “A View of Celi’s Journal of Surveys and Chart of 1757,” 12.
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anchor, lest we go beyond the entrance of Tampa Bay.31 The
mainsail was hauled in and all sails lowered. We anchored in
this position, considering it to be opposite a blind pass which
is situated south of Tampa Bay about two or three leagues. The
pilot said that because of this inlet a bar extended outward
from the land.32
Dawn came Wednesday with dim horizons, clear sky, smooth
sea, and a favorable land breeze. At 5:15 in the morning we
set sail with this wind from the ESE, steering NNW and later
NW by N. We continued along the coast of the land at a
distance off of one and one-half leagues, sounding constantly
depths of three and one-fourth, three, and four fathoms with
sand bottom.
At 5:30 A.M. the islands of the entrance of Tampa Bay
were sighted in the NNW, a distance of about three and onehalf leagues. When the xebec was about one league distant
from the entrance, we came to a depth of two fathoms, which
we saw was a bar which runs NE and SW extending from the
entrance at the south of this bay. As soon as we crossed this bar
we entered by way of the middle channel, which is between
the island to the south and the middle island of the entrance,
this one being to the north of the former. This channel runs
NE and SW, with a depth of three and one-half, three, and
even up to four fathoms. (I named this channel San Juan y
Navarro.) 33 At 8:30 we entered and at 9:00 we anchored in
four fathoms in white sand bottom. The center of the southernmost key34 bore SSE from me a distance of one-half league; the
south point of the middle island35 W by N a distance of onehalf mile; and the northernmost point of this said island NNW
3o N, a distance of one league.
31. Celi was probably referring to himself in the third person, because the
only other pilot aboard was the pilotin or junior pilot, probably his
assistant.
32. Probably Longboat Pass; see Chart 1113. Celi’s statement was based on
sound reasoning, as the outflow of current from passes, inlets, streams,
or rivers usually creates shoals or bars LO the seaward. This is based
on the personal experience and observation of the translator as a former
professional seafarer and pilot.
83. See United States Coast and Geodetic Survey Chart 1257, Tampa Bay
and St. Joseph Sound. Hereinafter referred to as Chart 1257. This
would have been the present Southwest Channel.
34. Ibid., present Passage Key, now a mere sand spit with scant vegetation.
35. Ibid., that is the middle of the entrance of Tampa Bay, Egmont Key.
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We remained anchored in this position in order to examine
closely and sketch the entrances and channels of this Bay of
Tampa; whereupon I gave it the name of San Fernando in
36
memory of the King, my master. To the island of the middle,
I gave the name of San Blas y Barreda [Egmont Key];37 the one
to the south, San Francisco y León [Passage Key]; the one
nearby to San Blas y Burreda, I called San Luis y Velasco
[Mullet Key], which is to the north and east of the former.
Note: I advise that in coming to this Bay of Tampa, newly
called San Fernando, one should attempt to proceed along the
coast at a distance of about one league and a half from the land.
At this distance off one will proceed with a depth of six, six
and one-half, and seven fathoms free and clear from all danger.
Moreover, he will arrive in such a position as to enter the
channel of San Juan y Navarro far enough off to be clear in
the entrance of said channel which runs NE and SW. As one
draws nearer to the small island of San Blas y Barreda, it reveals its channel better because of a steep or bold bank on
which the sea breaks about one league offshore.
Midday of the 13th to the 14th, Thursday noon. The sky
continues clear, the horizons hazy, and the wind favorable. The
xebec was anchored in the aforementioned position, and it was

the order of my captain that we remain there until I examine
and draw a sketch of the entrances and channels of this bay.
At 8:00 A.M., Thursday, I went with the longboat 38 to the isle
of San Blas y Barreda, and in the name of God and the Most

Holy Mother, began to measure said island of San Blas.
Starting from the southernmost point, I took the following
measurements with a rope marked in Castillian yards:
At
At
At
At

the heading of north--------------------------------------- 494 yards
the angle of 11o, fourth quadrant --------------- 952 yards
north --------------------------------------------------------- 476 yards
the angle of 17o 30’: first quadrant --------------------- 238 yards

36. Celi’s reference to “the King, my master,” suggests that he named
Tampa Bay for Ferdinand VI, who reigned from 1746 to 1759.
37. Chart 1257. To avoid repetition the English name in brackets will
follow Celi’s Spanish version in certain instances. Unless otherwise noted
this chart will be the authority.
38. Albert Manucy, Florida’s Menendez (St. Augustine, 1965), 191. An open
boat with oars and demountable sailing mast, they were towed or stowed
aboard seagoing vessels as tenders.
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Sketch of San Blas y Barreda (Egmont Key)
Celi surveyed this island by a series of compass bearings (20) and
distances measured in Castillian varas (yards). His coordinates and an
assumed scale disclose that the island in 1757 was 1.4 nautical miles long
and 0.3 wide at its widest point, and that its size and configuration were
much the same as they are today. There is no indication from Celi’s chart
or his Diario that the magnetic variation for the Tampa Bay area was
considered in any of his survey work.
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At the angle of 22o 30’: same quadrant ----------------At the angle of 15o same quadrant --------------------------

171
358 yards
76 yards39

Midday of the 14th day to the 15th day, Friday noon. The
same weather continues. At noon I called a halt until 2:00 in the
afternoon in order to eat; whereupon I returned to continue
my mission, and proceeded to measure the following:
At the angle of llo 15’, fourth quadrant --------------- 200 yards
At the angle of 45o, same quadrant ----------------- 238 yards
At the angle of 54o, same quadrant ----------------- 200 yards
At the angle of 60°, third quadrant ------------------- 223 yards
At the angle of 6o, same quadrant -------------------- 714 yards
At the angle of 4o, same quadrant ------------------- 238 yards
At south -------------------------------------------------------- 476 yards
At the angle of 4o, third quadrant ---------------------- 476 yards
At south --------------------------------------------------------- 238 yards
At the angle of 4o, second quadrant ------------------------ 298 yards
At the angle of 16o, same quadrant----------------- 100 yards
At the angle of 45o, same quadrant ---------------- 476 yards
At the angle of 10o, same quadrant ---------------- 126 yards
At the angle of 84 o , first quadrant ----------------- 100 yards
With these measurements I completed the circuit of the
island of San Blas y Barreda and left this position marked with
a stake in order to relate other measurements to other places.
At 6:30 P.M. I finished. This day the winds have been favorable
from the ESE, until they shifted to the WNW as a sea breeze.
Nightfall came upon us with the horizons heavy with clouds.
At 9:00 in the evening there was lightning as from a bombardment in the WNW, and the sky and the horizons closed in.
At 2:30 A.M. a heavy squall struck us with strong winds from
the WNW, accompanied by rain. At 4:30 there was violent
thunder, even as the heavy rain squalls moderated somewhat.
39. Celi probably took these bearings with a magnetic compass fitted with
a telescope or some sort of sight vane attachment. The fact that he
indicates that he took these bearings within a tolerance of one-quarter
of a degree of arc, suggests that he was striving for a high degree or
theoretical accuracy. His navigation tabulations on the daily log sheets
record the magnetic variation (though of questionable accuracy) for
the year 1757 and the areas traversed on his passages to and from
Tampa Bay; yet an examination of his chart or the text of the Diario
does not disclose that any of the compass bearings from which he developed the chart were corrected for this factor.

Published by STARS, 1971

67

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 50 [1971], No. 2, Art. 1
172

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q, UARTERLY

Dawn came with complete overcast and light drizzle. At
7:30 A.M., even though the same weather prevailed, the longboat was ordered to the island of San Blas y Barreda with the
carpenter and the caulker to repair our small canoe and
another which I found on this island. By so doing it might
serve us and thereby make my mission shorter. At 8:00 A.M.
the sky cleared, and at 9:00 I went to the island of San Francisco y León with my captain to leave three seamen there who
would display a survey signal at the time I would signal from
the position I had left marked with the stake on the isle of
San Blas.
Midday of the 15th to the 16th, Saturday noon. The horizons
and sky are clear and the wind fresh from the WSW. At 2:00
P.M. I went to the island of San Blas with my captain, made the
aforementioned signal, and took the following bearings: the
easternmost part of the island of San Francisco y León at an
angle of 45o, second quadrant, and the south point of San Blas
with the southernmost part of San Francisco bear 17o, second
40
quadrant with each other. After this, I moved to the north
point of San Blas and took the second bearings: the westernmost part and the point at the south end of the island of León
bore from me 21o, second quadrant and the easternmost part
28o, second quadrant. I have discovered in these two islands
that the tide rises and falls about one-half to three-quarters of
a yard.41 All this afternoon the wind has continued fresh, but
veered around to the WNW.
Night came on us with the same weather, except that the
horizons of the third and fourth quadrants42 are dense with
scud. At 10:00 P.M. the wind increased and shifted to the NNW,
blowing strong; later it veered abeam to WNW.
Dawn came Saturday with clear horizons and sky, and the
sea rather rough from the fresh WNW wind. Despite the in40. This is thought to be in error. A figure of 37o, second quadrant, agrees
closely in plotting on the 1757 Celi chart. There are other courses,
distances, and bearings in the text of the Diario which do not agree
entirely when plotted on Celi’s chart.
41. As one Castillian yard equaled 33 inches, the range of the tide according to Celi was therefore 16 1/2 inches to 24 3/4, inches. The greater of
these ranges agrees closely with the figure of 25.2 inches for Egmont
Key (No. 3074) in U.S. Dent. of Commerce, Coast & Geodetic Survey.
Tide Tables (1968) (East Coast North and South America) (Washington, DC. 1968), 238.
42. From south to north by way of west.
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convenience, the longboat with the carpenter and the caulker
was ordered to the island of San Blas to complete repairing
the canoes.
Midday of the 16th day to the 17th, Sunday noon. The same
weather continues, only at this hour of midday the wind moderated somewhat. I went to take bearings from the island of
San Blas of the island of Velasco, where the longboat had gone
with Don Lino Morillo and the pilot to display survey signals
at the ends of this island. They executed these at 3:00 in the
afternoon, and I took the following bearings from the north
point of San Blas: I observed the survey signal at the eastern
extremity of the island of Velasco at the angle of 56o 15’: first
quadrant, and the one at the western extremity at the angle of
48o, first quadrant. I moved to the south point of the island
of San Blas where I took second bearings. I observed the easternmost part of the isle of San Luis y Velasco at the angle of 42o,
first quadrant and the westernmost at an angle of 30°, first quadrant. At sunset we arrived on board to retire for the day. Nightfall came with the same weather except that the wind, which was
stronger, has continued all night and shifted more to the NW;
whereupon rougher seas roll in. Dawn came Sunday with
horizons hazy and the sky clear. The wind had shifted more
to the north and was somewhat more favorable.
Midday of the 17th day to the 18th, Monday noon. The same
weather continues, except that the horizons are clear. At 2:00
P.M. I left the vessel in the longboat to go to the island of San
Francisco where I took the following bearings from the NW
point: I observed the point which I saw more to the southward
of the mainland at an angle of 9o, second quadrant. I moved on
to the easternmost point of the island of San Francisco and
went on measuring its beach, which runs at an angle of 22o 30’,
second quadrant for 1528 yards, and which is where the south
end terminates. In this position I observed the mainland43 at
an angle of 16o, third quadrant. On this latter bearing one may
proceed to Punta Arboleda [Bean Point]. At 5:30 I left the
south point of the isle of San Francisco y León. I crossed over
43. Celi used the term tierra firme, meaning “mainland.” Nevertheless, he
was observing Anna Maria Key, perhaps not realizing that it was not
the mainland. See Chart 1257.
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to the other shore on a heading of SSW, sounding successively.
I found in this inlet [depths of from two to a scant six fathoms]
over the bar with sand bottom. There is probably a width from
the south point of San Francisco to the mainland of about 2000
fathoms. Having arrived there, I departed for the vessel and
arrived at nightfall. Night descended on us bringing the same
weather and a clear sky. At 10:00 P.M. the wind changed, blowing fresh from the NE.
Dawn came Monday with the same weather and choppy
seas from the NE wind. At sunrise I departed the vessel in
order to begin the assignment of sketching the shoals inside,
which form the two islands of San Blas and San Francisco.
Having arrived at a position somewhat beyond the isle of San
Francisco, the heavy sea and wind compelled me at 7:30 in the
morning to return aboard ship, lest I run the risk of losing my
course with the longboat and therefore of necessity going to a
place not suitable to my purpose.
At 10:00 A.M., noting the persistence of the wind and sea
and the scant shelter for the xebec anchored opposite the
passes,44 I resolved to proceed farther inside the bay. [Acting
immediately on this decision, Celi and his captain set sail in
search of a more protected anchorage. Proceeding on various
tacks, and meanwhile sounding successively for some four hours,
they finally anchored the vessel in the lee of San Luis y Velasco.
From this position another pass between this key and San Blas
y Barreda was opened to their view.45 With the moderation and
change of this strong wind to a northwesterly seabreeze came
the opportunity to resume their survey. Accordingly, from 2:00
P.M., Monday, April 18, until the evening of the following day,
Celi and his crew traversed the length and breadth of lower
Tampa Bay using San Blas y Barreda [Egmont Key], San Luis
y Velasco [Mullet Key], San Francisco y León [Passage Key],
Punta Arboleda [Bean Point], and Punta del Quemado46 [prob44. This is one of the roughest positions in Tampa Bay during a northeast wind, since it has the full sweep of virtually the entire lower bay.
This observation is based on the personal experience of the translator. Its
exposed position may be confirmed by an examination of Chart 1257.
45. Ibid. This would have been the present Northwest or main ship
channel between Egmont and Mullet Keys.
46. Ibid., and Celi’s chart. This was probably present Snead Point. Punta
del Quemado or “Point of the burned one” may not refer to the
point itself as being burned, since Quemado is the masculine gender
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ably Snead Point] as reference points in their survey of the area.
To the present Passage Key Inlet he gave the name of Santillana
[ Santilla on his chart ].
[Setting forth at 4:00 A.M., Wednesday, with Don Lino
Morillo, Celi proceeded to sound and chart the outer shoals of
Egmont Key until he lost sight of the island and was forced
to turn back because of adverse wind and current. Since the
unfavorable weather offshore continued unabated, Celi sounded
the deep hole and channel north of Egmont Key 47 and the
shoals farther north and west of the five-key group of which
San Luis y Velasco was the southernmost. In their order to the
northward he named the other four keys: Sevilla, Alarcón,
Cantein, and Gandica. Celi and his crew then departed for the
xebec, which had meanwhile proceeded to a more favorable
anchorage farther in Tampa Bay. They arrived at nightfall.]
At 3:00 A.M. Thursday the sky and horizons being clear and
the wind from the land, I departed with the longboat to continue my mission; this being to situate the coast and keys of
this bay. When convenient, I forsook the inlets and channels
so as not to become separated from the xebec. I left for a large
shoal with a depth of only one-half to three-quarters and up
to one fathom with mud bottom, on which there is a large
fishing ground.48
Midday of the 21st day to the 22nd, Friday noon. The
weather continues clear and the wind a seabreeze from the
WSW. At this time I left to seek out the edge of the shoal and
observed that from this island of Velasco it turned away from
the shore about 1500 yards. There is very little depth: little
more than one-half to one fathom, and then it drops off
at its edge to three to three and one-half fathoms. I went on
skirting this shoal with this depth and I was a distance of oneand Punta is feminine. Such an assumption is by no means certain,
however, as Celi was rather careless with his grammar.
47. This survey party found thirteen fathoms (of 65.8 inches each), or
about seventy-one feet. Chart 1257 shows over ninety feet in this same
general area today. Celi named this area Pozo o Seno de San Tiburcio,
meaning deep hole or bay of San Tiburcio.
48. Ibid. Celi was referring to the large shoal area of present Boca Ciega
Bay, in the mouth of which, then as now, were numbers of small keys.
The present Sunshine Skyway causeway has significantly changed the
appearance of this area. It is noteworthy that Celi referred to it as
having “a large fishing ground”, yet, he made no mention of fishermen
or fishing ranchos which are presumed to have come some years later.
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half league from the point with the pine trees called Jiménez.
I managed to approach the coast at a distance of some 400 to
500 fathoms and reconnoiter along its length. I continued
sounding successively [from two to one and one-half] fathoms
with mud bottom.
Forming the coast into a determinate shape on the chart,
and carefully observing the aforementioned inlet, I turned
away with the longboat in order to follow the shoal and again
locate the three fathoms along its edge. Arriving here I observed the Punta Pinal de Jiménez at N 3 o NW, and Key
Velasco in the distance. I arrived at 7:30 A.M. and began my
assignment from the point where the survey signal was made
on the east end of the key, and from which another small part
of the key runs at an angle of 56o 15’, first quadrant, 600 fathoms.
From this position I observed a small key to which I gave the
name OSO, for it had the appearance of an “O S O”49 lying at
an angle of 18o, first quadrant, a distance of about 1300 fathoms.
A little more to the north and east there is another key which
I called Sierra, and I also observed a point having many pine
trees, to which I gave the name of Punta del Pinal de Jiménez50
[Point Pinellas], and which lies at an angle of 30o, first quadrant,
a distance of three leagues. Between this point and the eastenmost part of San Luis y Velasco a large inlet is formed. In turn,
I have tried to examine and survey it as being suitable only for
fishing boats. I called this Estero de Romero [Boca Ciega Bay],
and to the five keys which lie in its mouth I gave the following
names: to the southernmost one, Cayo Montaño; to the next
one, Cayo Argumedo; to the one next to this, Cayo Cabrera; to
the one after this, Cayo Arrivide; and to the one nearest the
coast, Cayo Arungure. All this area has little depth and in particular near Cayo O S O. The key of Sierra extends one-half
league outward from this position.
I turned toward the point until I was about 100 fathoms
49. The appellation OSO had nothing to do with direction even though
OSO means west-southwest in Spanish. It also means “bear” in this
language. U. S. Coast & Geodetic Survey Tampa Bay-Southern Part
indicates a tidal flat of the approximate configuration of the letters
“OSO” as they might have been written in capital letters by the
Spanish of that era. Thus Celi’s meaning is not entirely clear. The
northern end of this configuration is now crossed by part of the
causeway of the Sunshine Skyway.
50. From which the present Point Pinellas may well have derived its name.
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from it, and from this position I discovered a point to the
north which I observed at the angle of 5o, first quadrant at a
distance of three leagues. I again sought out the edge of the
shoal at three fathoms of depth; whereupon I steered N 5o NEthis being the course of the edge of the shoal. Sounding successively in depths [ranging from three to six fathoms] until I
arrived at a distance from the point of one-half the range of a
pistol shot, I named this point Santa Cruz [probably Papys
Point]. [Departing this position, Celi boarded the xebec at 6:00
P.M., learning that the captain early that morning had proceeded
to another anchorage about mid-point in Tampa Bay.]
At 7:00 the xebec anchored in the middle of the bay and at
this time the captain ordered the carpenter with two seamen in
the canoe to proceed to Punta de1 Pinal de Jiménez in order to
bleed some pine trees, even though it is not the first of the
moon.51 Said Punta bore NW from the xebec a distance of two
and one-half miles and Cayo Velasco SW 5o S. At 1:30 Thursday afternoon the carpenter and the two seamen returned, relating how they had tapped eight pines, but that they had not
found any good ones. Some said that the land appeared to be
an island, and another that it was the mainland and that it had
two points,52 one to the east and another to the west, and that
near the one to the west there was good, very clear water. It
appears, moreover, that the point is washed by a river which
runs through the center to the other part as fresh and clear.
[One hour after the return of the carpenter and the two
seamen the anchor was again weighed and the fourth sail set,
to “approach the river,” according to Celi.53 Steering various
courses for a distance of some five miles, the xebec proceeded
in a northeasterly direction and was again anchored for the
night when the soundings indicated only two and one-half fathoms. Dawn came the next day— Friday— with horizons and sky
completely overcast but with a fair wind from the WSW. At
51. Referring perhaps to the belief that the pines should ideally be bled
or tapped to drain off the pitch only on the first phase of the moon.
52. See Chart 1257. These are presently known as Point Pinellas and
Maximo Point.
53. Celi was not referring to the possible river alluded to by the carpenter
and the seamen, but to one of which he obviously had prior knowledge.
The courses and distances of the xebec as well as subsequent developments bear this out. He was referring to the river of San Julian y
Arriaga, presently known as the Hillsborough.
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5:30 sails were set and the vessel was again proceeding farther
into the bay, but this time with an added precaution; the junior
pilot was ordered to sound ahead of the xebec with the longboat. He was to remain in sight and report the presence of
shoal water. After proceeding on various tacks through varying
depths which necessitated anchoring once, the forward progress
of the xebec was again halted when a new element presented
itself.]
At 8:30 a craft was seen from our stern proceeding toward
us; whereupon we anchored in three fathoms to await it. At
11:00 the craft came alongside; it was a canoe with four Indians,
natives of this country, who came armed with their muskets.
Our captain tried to entertain them, giving them a cask of
honey, tobacco, corn, and chickens. At 11:45 they returned to
land, and from what we could understand, they left to give
part of their gifts to their chief, who remained ashore with
four men.
Midday of the 22nd to the 23rd, Saturday noon. The
weather continues clear and the WNW wind favorable. At 2:00
P.M. a canoe came alongside with four Indians who came
aboard. My captain welcomed them, giving each one tobacco,
rum,54 and a seat in his chairs, showing them great affection.
He later gave them a cask of honey, a ration of corn and bread,
and handfuls of tobacco, all of which appeared to please the
Indians. At 3:00 we set sail, heading NNE with a NW wind.
The longboat was ordered to proceed ahead at a distance of
one mile, which was traversed in a depth of three and one-half
fathoms. The xebec steered NE 5o E a distance of one-half mile
in depths of four and four and one-half fathoms. At 3:45 we
anchored in three and one-half fathoms in sand bottom, for
the longboat had given the signal of shoal water. At 4:30 another
canoe came alongside with four other Indians who received the
same welcome. All eight Indians slept aboard our vessel that
night.
Dawn came Saturday with the same weather, except that
the seas were somewhat choppy from the NNW winds. At 8:45
A.M. the longboat with my companion pilot was ordered to reconnoiter in search of a channel leading to the river. At 11:00
54. The Spanish word used was aguardiente. No doubt this was cane spirits
or rum, since the vessel came from Cuba.
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he returned and reported that he had found such a channel to
the NNE with a depth of four and four and one-half fathoms,
though rather narrow.
Midday of the 23rd to the 24th, Sunday. The same weather
continued as we were anchored in the aforementioned position,
the wind from the NNW and choppy seas from this offshore
wind. At 4:30 P.M. we set sail, steering NNE a distance of two
miles in depths of three and one-half and three fathoms. At 5:00
we anchored in the middle of the mouth of the bay which leads
to the river. I gave the name of Aguirre [Hillsborough Bay]
to this cove.

Published by STARS, 1971

75

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 50 [1971], No. 2, Art. 1

BOOK REVIEWS
Born To Be A Soldier: The Military Career of William Wing
Loring of St. Augustine, Florida. By William L. Wessels.
(Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 1971. 122 pp.
Appendices, illustration, index. $3.50.)
From “Soldier Boy” in the Florida militia fighting Indians
during the Second Seminole War in the 1830’s to Fereck Pasha
(one of the highest military grades) in the Egyptian Army invading Abyssina in the 1870s comprise the beginning and the
end of the military career of William Wing Loring of St.
Augustine. Loring’s military tours within the above mentioned
limits were as colorful as his first and last duties suggest. He
participated in the two formal American wars waged during
this period: the Mexican War, which cost him an arm, and the
Civil War, serving as a major-general in the Confederate Army.
In addition, he was active in the Indian campaigns of the West,
leading a mounted rifle regiment to Oregon in 1849 and later,
throughout most of the 1850s, stationed in Texas and New
Mexico fighting the Apaches and Comanches. The final ten
years of Loring’s military life were spent in the service of
Ismail, the Khedive of Egypt, who desired to replace his French
military advisors with American veterans of the Civil War.
The author’s thesis is the old cliche that truth is stranger
than fiction; therefore, the narrative presents a straightforward
biography without the subtleties of passing moral judgments or
discovering underlying causes for Loring’s diverse military efforts.
It is regrettable that Mr. Wessels did not flesh out his narrative
stylistically to match the raw material of William Loring’s life.
Good solid nouns and active verbs would carry the action more
effectively for the author than his reliance upon chronology
and space relations which are too abstract. A more serious
weakness, from the scholar’s point of view, is the lack of footnotes. Although there are extensive quotations and some indication as to their source throughout the text, the absence of footnotes and bibliography cause the monograph to be barren for
the serious historical researcher.
In spite of this criticism, this work will be of interest to a

[180]
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number of readers: it is the story of a man who had an unusual
military career; it is the life of a western pathfinder and Indian
fighter hitherto relatively unknown; and it is a biography designed to fill in another link in the vast scholarly research on
the personalities involved in the great American conflict, the
Civil War.
Jacksonville University

George E. Buker

The Gulf Stream Story. By Samuel Garter III. (New York:
Doubleday and Co., 1971. vii, 181 pp. Foreword, illustrations,
bibliography, index. $4.95.)
This small book on a topic recently the subject of several
extensive studies does not pretend to be “learned or final.”
“Rather it aims to interest the reader to pursue the subject
further. . . .” It is really less a book about the Gulf Stream
itself, and more about the people who have used it. Early
navigators became aware of it and used it long before it was
charted or began to be understood. Not until Benjamin Franklin
began to study it and Matthew Fontaine Murray published his
famous Physical Geography of the Sea in 1855 did it begin to
be comprehended.
The Gulf Stream has been so intimately associated with the
history of Florida that coupled with its name we might easily
assume that it is a local phenomenon. In reality it is a globecircling ocean river little if at all affected by the Gulf of Mexico.
But off Florida, where it is narrowest and fastest, a maximum
speed of five knots an hour, it became a great highway for sailing
ships returning to Europe from the New World. Sailing that
route made the Atlantic coast of Florida, like the area off Cape
Hatteras, a veritable graveyard for ships and a happy hunting
ground for salvors and treasure seekers. The author goes far
afield to chronicle the dramatic events associated with the
Stream. Pioneers, plunderers, and pirates are less surprising than
the chapter devoted to the slave trade which is only very remotely associated with this great natural phenomenon.
Steamships are little affected by the force of the stream, but
they do not ignore it. Intensive interest in and study of the
stream today have to do principally with its dynamics. There
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is speculation about its growing importance with respect to food
supply, control of climate, and production of electric power.
The stream also remains a very real force for the increasing
number of sailing ships and for racing motorboats that must
cross it in contests of speed. If you like a dramatic and romantic
introduction to the subject, read this book. If you wish to know
more about it, take ‘the author’s advice and read the works of
Marjory Stoneman Douglas, Gordon E. Dunn and B. I. Miller,
Hans Leip, Henry Chapin, and F. G. Walton Smith, among
others listed in a bibliography of thirty-three titles.
University of Miami

Charlton W. Tebeau

Gold, Glory, and the Gospel: The Adventurous Lives and Times
of the Renaissance Explorers. By Louis B. Wright. (New
York: Atheneum, 1970. xvi, 362 pp. Preface, introduction,
index. $10.00.)
Louis B. Wright, author of numerous works in the fields of
Renaissance civilization and its transition to colonial America,
has written a clear, concise, and dramatic narrative of the
spectacular feats of the explorers of the fifteenth to the early
seventeenth century.
Among the qualities of this work is the author’s selectivity.
He devotes more than a third of the book to the Portuguese explorers, including Magellan who sailed under the Spanish flag.
This much space is warranted and welcomed. The Portuguese
were the pioneers in navigation and exploration, and the first
of the empire builders in early modern history. Roughly another
third of this work encompasses the voyages of Columbus and
the conquests of Mexico and Peru by Hernán Cortés and
Francisco Pizarro, respectively. The remainder of the book
covers the less successful explorers and the Dutch and English
challengers.
As the title fittingly denotes, the continuous motives of gold,
glory, and religion drove these explorers to overcome overwhelming and seemingly astronomical odds. Throughout his
narrative and the use of quotations, the author emphasizes that
religion was as a sincere and driving motivation as were gold
and glory. The Portuguese and Spanish saw no hypocrisy in
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subjugating the Indians in pursuit of material wealth while
simultaneously concerning themselves over their conversion. Religion was an equally powerful motivation among the Protestant
explorers, but in a negative sense. The Dutch and English believed they were the chosen people of God whose mission was
to prevent the whole world from becoming Roman Catholic.
“Protestant partisans were fired with as much zeal against the
Catholics as the Spanish and Portuguese had ever shown against
Moslems or bloody heathen in Aztec Mexico” (p. 275).
The author does not sit in moral judgment, neither condemning nor condoning the actions of these men. While his narrative
would place the Pizarros and Lope de Aguirre in the category
of cruel and vindictive men and Hernán Cortés as a man of
statesmanlike qualities, he adheres to his statement of purpose:
“To understand the actions of these men, we must be aware
not only of their beliefs but also of the characteristics of the
times in which they lived. We do not need to whitewash them,
but we do need to view them in relation to their own age.”
(p. xiii)
Designed for the general reader, footnotes are sparse but
adequate. The absence of a selected bibliography is this reviewer’s
only criticism. A reader, stimulated by this narrative, would find
one useful in pursuing the subject further.
Memphis State University

William R. Gillaspie

Hans Peter Kraus, Sir Francis Drake: A Pictorial Biography.
(Amsterdam, N. Israel, 1970. viii, 236 pp. Preface, introduction, illustrations, catalogue of the collection, bibliography.
288.50 guilders [$8l.00].)
At first glance merely a bibliophile’s handsomely printed
tribute to a portion of his own collection, Sir Francis Drake is
also an important announcement of previously unknown documents dealing with Drake and his Spanish adversaries. Beginning
with an introduction by Lieutenant Commander David W.
Waters (RN) and Richard Boulind the work proceeds to a discussion of the various items in the Kraus collection. The introduction discusses the Elizabethan context from which Drake
sprang, his career, and Spanish reactions to it. The volume
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concludes with a detailed catalog of the seventeen manuscripts,
twenty-nine printed items, eight maps and views, and seven
medals and portraits which comprise the collection. Students
of Spanish Florida will be interested in the fine reproductions
of Boazio’s 1589 engraving of Drake’s attack on St. Augustine
(pp. 123, 127).
The scholarly importance of this book is its revelation of
previously unknown manuscripts, in particular two drawings of
proposed additions to the fort at San Juan de Ulua (1570), a
memorandum (1586), and items of correspondence between the
Duke of Medina Sidonia and Philip II about the defense of the
Empire, and D. Pedro Vique Manrique’s defense of his actions
as Commander of the Galleys of Tierra Firme during Drake’s
attack on Cartagena (1586). The Medina Sidonia papers show
that the duke was a much more logical choice to command the
Invincible Armada (1588) than had previously been assumed.
In their introduction Waters and Boulind bring together an
impressive array of sources and several suggestive interpretations
of events and of the changes in English attitudes towards the
sea during Elizabeth’s reign. In contrast, the picture of Drake
is that of the eight-foot tall, romantic hero of Elizabethan
propaganda and nineteenth-century British historiography. In
the same vein, the Spanish are held up as sharp-dealing, unworthy foes of the national hero (Waters and Boulind are
Englishmen). Perhaps the only excuse for these portrayals is
that Kraus intended his book to show Drake as he appeared to
his contemporaries. They turn out to be mostly English. Relevant Spanish documentation, such as that printed by Irene
Wright in Documents Concerning English Voyages to the Spanish
Main, 1569-1580, is not properly used to place Drake’s actions in
perspective, particularly with regards to the Isthmus of Panama
incident of 1573 (pp. 16-17). In sum, while this introduction
has much merit, it is not the balanced evaluation of Drake one
would have expected in 1970. Lovers of fine books will want to
have a copy of this exceptionally well designed and printed
work in their personal collections.
University of Wyoming
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Anglo-American Political Relations, 1675-1775. Edited by Alison
G. Olson and Richard M. Brown. (New Brunswick: Rutgers
University Press, 1970. x, 283 pp. Preface, introduction, bibliographical essay, notes, index. $10.00.)
The historical profession thrives upon the reading of papers.
At best these efforts represent the seminal statements of forthcoming books or the sage summation of long study. Given an
effective unifying theme, the result, as in this volume which
derives from the Twentieth Conference on Early American
History at Rutgers University in 1966, can be highly stimulating.
“Anglo-American political relations” prove to be as broad
as the Atlantic and as varied as the New World colonies themselves. Editors Olson’s and Brown’s introductory chapters set the
succeeding essays in the perspective of C. M. Andrews’s ancient
plea for the study of imperial history and in the up-to-date
context of the behavioral social sciences. David S. Lovejoy
analyzes the fatal relationship between the attempt of the Virginia Assembly to secure a more liberal charter, and Bacon’s
libertarian rebellion against that same assembly. Virginians
quickly learned about English politics; David Alan Williams
traces the interaction of policies and politicians on either side
of the Atlantic, between 1690 and 1735, with a swift and sure
hand. New York’s James Delancey is given the Namerian treatment by Stanley N. Katz. Quite different is Richard S. Dunn’s
very interesting comparison of imperial pressures on Massachusetts and Jamaica in the last quarter of the seventeenth century.
Similarities abound in these seemingly disparate colonies! Olson
describes the Anglican Church commissaries who inevitably
became American politicians-a sort of loyal opposition in spite
of themselves.
Thomas C. Barrow’s contribution stresses the inefficiency of
the Old Colonial System, especially in matters fiscal, and he
identifies the post-1763 reforms as a mature response to longstanding problems rather than a spontaneous reaction to the
outcome of the Great War for Empire. Michael G. Kammen
emphasizes the failure of the American interest to maintain
itself as a force in British politics after the Peace of Paris. In
the most provocative essay in the collection, John Shy compares
the imperial views of Henry Ellis and Thomas Pownall, two of
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the most influential, knowledgeable, and antipathetic of AngloAmerican statesmen. Shy’s summary of their opposing views
demonstrates the narrow range of “the possible” in English reactions to American problems. Joseph E. Illick rounds out the
volume with a bibliographical essay which mentions virtually
everyone working in the field of Anglo-American relations before 1783.
In spite of the avowed aims of the contributors and the
obviously trans-Atlantic nature of their studies, this book reinforces a sense of the uniquely American character of American
colonial history! If this goes against the grain with dedicated
“imperialists” (with whom this reviewer would modestly claim
association), it yet proves the historical stimulus and challenge
of their uniformly admirable studies.
Auburn University

Robert R. Rea

New Orleans, 1718-1812: An Economic History. By John G.
Clark. (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1970.
xii, 394 pp. Preface, tables, note on sources, index. $10.00.)
This economic history begins with the founding of New
Orleans at a time when the colony of Louisiana was almost
totally undeveloped. Because Louisiana had been since its discovery such a drain on the royal treasury, the king had transferred it to Antoine Crozat in 1712. Within five years Crozat
asked to be relieved of the burden since he was unable to
supply the essential “massive injections of people, money and
goods,” and unable to guarantee markets.
During the next few years John Law’s company tried to
develop the colony, but it gave up in 1731. The total population at that time was about 2,000 free colonists and 3,000 slaves.
This body count does not include the Indians. Wars with and
against them contributed to an economic malaise made more
acute by the impact of French involvement in European wars.
After reading the eight chapters on the French period, one
senses the frustration that made it easy for France to transfer
the colony to Spain. The author gives three basic reasons why
Louisiana could not prosper under the French: capitalists were
unwilling to invest in Louisiana, France did not have a navy
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adequate to her colonial pretensions, and her population was
unwilling to emigrate.
In chapters nine through thirteen John Clark presents the
exciting picture of New Orleans becoming a major staple port
because Louisiana was discovered economically by the British
as they tried to incorporate the Floridas and the hinterland
(Illinois country) within their trading empire. Colonists demanded English and French goods; and the lumber trade to
British, French, and Spanish possessions in the Caribbean supplied the opportunity to introduce contraband. Smuggling became a norm of everyday life. Spanish authorities, in sanctioning
this illegal trade, arrived at a better solution to the provisioning
problem than the French who had consigned Louisiana to a
permanent state of want rather than allow foreigners to feed
the colony.
The final chapters, fourteen through seventeen, deal with
the New Orleans which the United States received as a farm
town in 1803— larger than most farm towns in the nation— geared
to the service of a back country sprawling as far north as Pittsburgh, the largest free trade area in the world. The author’s
fifteen pages of “Notes on Sources” show that he has used the
voluminous primary and secondary sources for the period. He
has produced a valid economic history of New Orleans and its
hinterland during the years 1718-1812.
Louisiana State University

Jane De Grummond

Slave Society in Cuba During the Nineteenth Century. By
Franklin Knight. (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press,
1971. xxi, 228 pp. Acknowledgments, note on archival
sources, list of maps and tables, introduction, appendix,
glossary, bibliography, index. $10.00.)
The virtues of Cuban slavery have been extolled for well
over a century and a half, first by the Cuban slave owners
themselves, in an effort to justify their institution, and more
recently by scholars with an ideological “ax to grind,” who
have been so determined to compare Cuban slavery favorably
with the United States variety that they had little time for
ascertaining its true nature.
Happily, Professor Knight’s study represents a refreshingly
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new approach. For one thing, it is well documented, employing
many new materials unearthed in the Archivo Histórico Nacional. For another, it is objective. Professor Knight charitably
points out that students of Cuban slavery have been misled
by the changing nature of the island’s institution. Prior to the
island’s sugar revolution, when Cuba possessed few slaves and
experienced no real pressures of capitalistic agriculture, its form
of slavery may well have been extremely benign. However, during the last part of the eighteenth century and much of the
nineteenth, as the number of slaves on the island increased
some ten times (38,879 in 1774 to 376,899 in 1856), the laws
regulating them became much harsher and repressive; neither
the bureaucracy nor the church showed an inclination or made
much of an effort to mitigate the plight of the slave, the practice of manumission decreased, as did the prevalence of urban
slavery, while the number of slave suicides increased enormously.
These matters, moreover, are not considered in isolation, but
rather are viewed in the context of the island’s illegal slave
trade, the diplomatic problems for Spain that it produced, and
the entire question of the institution of slavery as a device for
perpetuating Spanish hegemony.
The only error of any consequence the book seems to contain
is the suggestion that Cuba’s plantation slaves died at a rate of
some four per cent annually, a figure that even the most avid
defender of Cuba’s slave system would have deemed optimistic.
The author selected it, apparently, because “it was comparable
with that of other West Indian islands during their plantation
era” (p. 82). However, it was not a four per cent level of
mortality, but rather a three-fourths per cent annual rate of
decrease (excess of mortality over natality) among West Indian
plantation slaves which prevailed, suggesting that the level of
Cuban slave mortality, at least for those engaged in the cultivation of sugar, was probably twice four per cent. Aside from this
objection, and a quibble about the author’s use of the term
“rate” when he undoubtedly meant “level” of mortality, it is
a well done piece of work which ought to be read carefully by
any serious student of slavery in the Americas. Finally, the
book is well indexed and contains an excellent bibliography.
Bowling Green State University
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Free Soil: The Election of 1848. By Joseph G. Rayback. (Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1970. ix, 326 pp. Preface, note on sources, index. $12.50.)
In 1948 Professor Rayback published an incisive article on
Calhoun’s presidential ambitions in the 1840s. He has continued
his research into the involved politics of that decade, and has
now come out with a most penetrating and objective study of
one of the most significant elections in American history, that
of 1848. This election actually lit the fuse that set off Civil
War twelve years later.
The Free Soil party was the first vital third party, following
the Anti-Masons of 1832 and the ineffectual Liberty Party of
1840 and 1844. It was the direct predecessor of the victorious
Republicans of 1860. The main facts are well known. The
Democrats passed over Polk for Lewis Cass of Michigan, while
the Whigs nominated General Zachary Taylor of Louisiana (they
had won with General Harrison in 1840 and would lose with
General Scott in 1852). Wilmot Proviso advocates, anxious to
keep Negroes out of the territories, met in Buffalo and drafted
disgruntled Martin Van Buren, the ex-president who had been
rejected in 1844. The Free Soilers won ten per cent of the total
vote, taking New York from Cass and giving the election to
Taylor. But Taylor fell under the influence of Senator Seward
of New York, offended Robert Toombs and Alexander Stephens
of Georgia when they discovered he planned to betray the South
on California, and fortunately for the nation died while trying
to sabotage the Compromise of 1850.
This is a careful and meticulous job, completely professional,
and one which will be appreciated by any close scholar of the
period. The general reader should only peruse it, because he
will get bogged down in the minute details. Professor Rayback
should write a ten-page article for American Heritage, summing
up his conclusions, all of which are well taken.
Tulane University

Gerald M. Capers

The Siege of Charleston 1861-1865. By E. Milby Burton. (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1970. xvii, 373 pp.
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Acknowledgments, introduction, illustrations, bibliography,
notes, index. $9.95.)
This interesting work is a military history of the principal
events in Charleston, South Carolina, from the Ordinance of
Secession, December 20, 1860, to the city’s evacuation on February 17, 1865. The only time politics are mentioned “is when it
has a direct bearing on one of the officers involved— usually in
connection with his being from command.”
The siege of Charleston is a rather remarkable event in the
history of warfare. Few operations have lasted longer (587 days)
and few have involved so many different kinds of warfare.
Methods used ranged from novel to ancient, and the combination of them were, in all probability, unique.
Charleston and Fort Sumter were more than a city and a fort
respectively. They were symbols of the Confederacy which had
to be defended at all costs. On one occasion Robert E. Lee
wrote General Pemberton, then in command of the area, reminding him that Charleston, under no circumstances, should
be lost and if necessary the defenders must be prepared to fight
“street by street and house by house.”
Some of the bitterest fighting of the entire Civil War occured at Battery Wagner on Morris Island in the summer of
1863. A small Confederate garrison of less than 1,000 men
doggedly held out for fifty-eight days against a well-equipped
force of 11,000 Federal troops “armed with some of the heaviest
artillery then known and aided by a fleet of heavily gunned
and armored vessels.” Yet Civil War historians have devoted
little attention to this “terrific” engagement. The author, on
the other hand, in his excellent chapter on Morris Island, has
done much to correct this oversight.
This reviewer, with a particular interest in General W. T.
Sherman’s Carolinas campaign of 1865, found the story of
Charleston’s fall very interesting. The city experienced a fate
very similar to Columbia which also went up in flames on
February 17. The next day a Federal naval officer in the port
city could write: “And thus, after a siege which will rank among
the most famous in history, Charleston becomes ours.”
Commander E. Milby Burton, director of the Charleston
Museum and chairman of the Charleston Historical Commis-
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sion, has written a most informative account of the fighting in
and around Charleston. The narrative moves along smoothly
and has good balance. One small criticism, nevertheless, seems
to be in order. The work would, undoubtedly, have more value
were it even slightly interpretative. But the author rididly adheres throughout the volume to his introductory statement of
purpose: “My effort . . . has been to present facts as objectively
as I could. . . . It is hard not to be sentimental about Charleston,
but my purpose has not been to defend again this beautiful
city.”
Virginia Military Institute

John G. Barrett

The Confederate State of Richmond: A Biography of the
Capital. By Emory M. Thomas. (Austin: University of Texas
Press, 1971. viii, 227 pp. Preface, illustrations, bibliography,
index. $6.75.)
“Richmond seemed to attract revolutions,” so Emory Thomas
begins his biography of the Confederate capital. He cites various incidents from its past. Nathaniel Bacon had settled on land
that became the town, and Patrick Henry had cried for liberty
or death in one of its churches. It was the capital of Revolutionary Virginia and in 1800 the seat of the slave Gabriel’s
insurrection. And now in 1861 revolution had come again to
the old city— Virginia had seceded from the Union and the
government of the recently formed Confederate States of America
was moving its capital to Richmond. There was an irony to it
all, Thomas writes. Richmond was ordinarily “a quiet place,
and Richmonders were for the most part conservative folk.”
This is a first book by a young historian, and the author
states his purpose and theme somewhat aggressively, as young
scholars properly should. “Hopefully this book will offer interpretations . . . that have importance greater than analyses of
battles and campaigns. . . . Hopefully, too, this book will do
justice to the narrative drama of home front war.” (The incorrect use of “hopefully” is apparently a phenomenon of our
time, afflicting younger and older writers alike.)
The purpose may be overstated, but the author does a good
job in trying to achieve it. Here, within less than 200 pages of
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narrative, is as incisive a picture of Richmond at war as we are
likely to get. The coverage is comprehensive, treating such subjects as prisons, prices, prostitution, hospitals, education, religion,
and journalism. The impact of the war on the city is ably
depicted. Selected as the capital primarily because of its economic importance, Richmond had in 1861 a population of
slightly under 40,000. During the war this figure swelled to
almost 100,000, a sudden increase that created all kinds of new
problems for the city government.
Richmond’s greatest problem, however, was the almost constant threat of Yankee attack, and Thomas is at his best in recounting the reaction of her people to this challenge. They met
it with courage, he writes, and this spirit was Richmond’s
“glory.” But after the great defeats at Gettysburg and Vicksburg “spirit and flesh alike began to falter. . . . From this point
the capital was dying.” Its nation was dying too. But at the
last nation and capital had become “one and the same,” Thomas
contends. “When Richmond fell the nation collapsed.”
The book should appeal to both specialists and lay readers.
Interesting and informative, it is a real contribution to Civil
War literature.
Louisiana State University

T. Harry Williams

Iron Afloat: The Story of the Confederate Armorclads. By
William N. Still, Jr. (Nashville: Vanderbilt University Press,
1971. x, 260 pp. Acknowledgments, illustrations, prologue,
bibliographic essay, bibliography, index. $10.00.)
In Iron Afloat, William N. Still has given the reader an excellent account of the building and operation of the Confederate
ironclad navy. At the time of secession the South had no navy,
few seamen, and only limited facilities for building warships. It
did, however, have a number of able officers who had resigned
from the United States navy and followed their states into the
Confederacy. Although there was never any question that there
would be a Confederate navy, the basic problem faced by the
South was how to build a fleet which could challenge the wellestablished United States navy.
Lacking both the industrial resources and the finances to
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match the North, southern naval leaders resorted to innovations.
Converted merchant vessels and foreign construction were tried
but with only moderate success. The acquisition of the Norfolk
Navy Yard and the partly-destroyed frigate Merrimac led the
Confederates to build their first ironclad, the CSS Virginia. The
Virginia’s greatest success proved not to be her victories but her
existence as a force in being which prevented a sea attack on
Richmond and Norfolk.
Although Norfolk eventually had to be evacuated because
of the land threat and the Virginia blown up to prevent capture,
the value of the ironclad as a harbor defense was recognized by
the Confederates. Southern leaders still hoped to use the ironclads to break the blockade, but their real usefulness was in
preventing the Union navy from seizing major southern ports.
Large numbers of these vessels were started in all ports of the
South, but shortages of labor and supplies permitted completion
of only twenty-two ironclads. Considering their inadequate
machinery, shortage of trained crews, and flaws in design, the
strength of these vessels both real and imagined provided an
effective defense of the major ports of the South. In almost all
cases they were defeated only by overwhelming enemy force or
by having their bases captured by land action.
Iron Afloat will appeal to scholars and Civil War buffs alike
and should remain the standard work on Confederate ironclads
for a long time, since the author has exhausted just about all
the sources now known. The work is well illustrated with maps,
ship plans, and pictures. The print is readable and the layout
of the book is a credit to the Vanderbilt University Press.
Auburn University

Frank Lawrence Owsley, Jr.

Autumn of Glory: The Army of Tennessee, 1862-1865. By
Thomas Lawrence Connelly. (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State
University Press, 1971. ix, 558 pp. Introduction, acknowledgments, maps, illustrations, footnotes on sources, bibliography,
index. $15.00.)
If there has been thinly occupied ground in Civil War
literature, it has been with the Confederate Army of Tennessee,
that stubborn, undernourished, poorly clad, sometimes glorious,
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often grievously misled aggregation that fought from the approaches to Louisville and Cincinnati to where the blood red
sun sank at last on the tattered ranks at Bentonville.
Thomas Lawrence Connelly, relatively a newcomer as an
authority on this war, professor of history at the University of
South Carolina, a scholar on virtually every page, has recounted
that army’s career so handsomely that this reviewer, who is not
given to hyperbole, can do little more than applaud. This is
his second volume about the Army of Tennessee. The first
volume, entitled Army of the Heartland, was published in 1967.
With this work the author takes a place in the forward
ranks of Civil War historians, North and South. His grasp is
sure, his prose superb. If the book has a fault, it is that it
appeals more to the initiated who sit at the Round Tables and
to dedicated but scattered students of the war, than to the neophytes, because it is loaded with detail. That, to this reviewer,
is a virtue. It has an abundance of fresh viewpoints. It reveals
an intimacy not only with the records and books but also with
the terrain of the battlefields and campaigns, and shows a clear
insight into the characters of important generals.
The profile of the battle-maimed General John B. Hood, at
the time he replaced Joseph E. Johnston as commander of the
army, is the best summation of Hood’s qualities and character
yet written. One perceives clearly from reading the accounts of
Peach Tree Creek, Franklin, and Nashville, that Hood did not
have the background, the balance, or even the native intelligence to command an army. The author’s appraisal is not even
as generous as that!
If he is bold in his strictures he ordinarily supports his
conclusions with artfully marshaled facts. Still, some will take
exception to his criticisms, which extend even to General Robert
E. Lee. He abhors straddles. He finds it difficult to be tolerant
with clumsy or self-willed generals in the West when men die
valiantly but needlessly because of their obstinancy.
What an army this was! Dragged-out Murfreesboro, bloody
Chickamauga, sanguinary Peach Tree Creek, useless Franklin,
and absurd Nashville were names on its banners. Even as
Joseph E. Johnston was negotiating surrender terms with Sherman in April 1565, General John C. Brown of Chickamauga
and Franklin fame was drilling the skeleton of his division

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol50/iss2/1

90

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 50, Number 2
BOOK

REVIEWS

195

hopefully for fresh encounters. After the surrender at the Bennett
farmhouse near Durham, North Carolina, the army marched
in its corps formations for the last time over the fifty miles to
Salisbury, then disbanded forever.
The text shows briefly, perhaps with unintended pathos, how
some of the old leaders who survived the bayonets were mowed
down by the surer blade of time. General Simon Buckner of
Fort Donelson and Chickamauga was last to go. He passed as
the war clouds hovered over Europe in 1914. He was a Kentuckian who seemed to represent “that persistent dream” of the
Army of Tennessee reaching the Ohio River. Maybe there is a
hint of the emptiness of fame and war in the author’s closing
lines: “Now he is gone. While heroes’ monuments sprouted in
the East at Gettysburg, the Green River flowed near Buckner’s
homeplace and past Bragg’s old earthworks of 1862, now covered
with grass.”
Fairview, North Carolina

Glenn Tucker

The Virginia Conservatives, 1867-1879: A Study in Reconstruction Politics. By Jack P. Maddex, Jr. (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1970. xx, 328 pp. Introduction, note on nomenclature, acknowledgments, bibliography,
index. $8.50.)
The Virginia Conservatives is a balanced monograph based
on extensive use of the primary sources and general acceptance
of the interpretations of Thomas B. Alexander and C. Vann
Woodward about the New South and the people who shaped it.
Professor Maddex’s study of post-Civil War Virginia politics
helps to show the diversity in the course of Reconstruction and
the similarity of its results in the southern states.
With a large population and advanced economy, Virginia
suffered more than its share of military destruction and disruption over secession. Even after West Virginia was detached, many
Unionists remained in the Old Dominion. The Pierpont government, unable to survive the struggle between President Johnson
and Congress, was replaced under the Reconstruction Acts of
1867. When the Republican party officially endorsed the proscriptive Underwood constitution and the traditionalist Con-
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servatives opposed Negro suffrage, a coalition of moderates from
both parties defeated the proscriptive provisions of the constitution, and won the 1869 elections. Thus, Conservatives gained
control of Virginia through the Reconstruction process itself.
Aside from its party label, however, there was little to distinguish the Gilbert C. Walker administration from the “carpetbag” governments of other states. Unlike the other states,
Virginia never had a Republican administration, but its government was marred by corruption just as theirs was. Traditionalists
who expected the Conservative party to preserve Virginia’s antebellum society and economy were disappointed. Although it
maintained a dignified white supremacy and kept taxes down
at the expense of public services, the party presided over a
transition from the older agricultural concentration into the
New South of railroads, northern capital, and mineral development.
When the party leadership first tried to fund the large debt
previously incurred in support of railroad construction, only a
faint dissent was heard. But it grew until the Readjusters split
the party and captured the legislature in 1879. The Conservative
coalition which had defeated the Republicans in 1869 and restored Virginia to the Union merged into the Democratic party
of the Solid South by 1883.
Florida State University

Jerrell H. Shofner

Charles Sumner And The Rights of Man. By David Donald.
(New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1970. xxxix, 595 pp. Preface,
acknowledgments, illustrations, list of manuscript collections
and scrapbooks cited, index. $15.00.)
In this second and concluding volume of his biography of
Charles Sumner, Professor Donald has been at pains to show that
the idea of his man as “a dreamy-eyed abstractionist” (p. ix)
who held himself above the business of political machination
is a much mistaken one. One of the key facts about Sumner is
that he was successful in politics because of a nice balance he
managed to preserve between his responsiveness to the wishes
of his constituency and his shrewdness as a politician among
politicians. Surely no one hereafter will fall into the error of a
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contemporary eulogist who ignorantly ejaculated that Sumner
“never packed a caucus, pulled a wire, or rolled a log” (p. 10).
How Sumner, an intellectual, was able to work effectively in the
political arena makes a fascinating story, and Professor Donald
tells it with the skill of the master that he is. But perhaps even
more revealing of Sumner’s measure as a significant figure during
and after the Civil War is the interplay between his personality
and his principles, a relationship brilliantly examined in the
first volume of this major work.
As in the first volume, Sumner here emerges as a self-conscious paragon of virtue who struggled for great moral causes
partly out of a need for commendation and love which was
never, and could never, be satisfied. He urged laggard contempoaries to one righteous goal after another and for his efforts,
thanks especially to the traumatic beating cruelly given him by
Preston Brooks in 1856, felt himself a living martyr. This
heightened his already towering loftiness because, in his view,
he fought, and was villified, for the rights of man. But to some
it was questionable whether one so arrogant as he was could be
truly philanthropic. For, if as a senator he seemed to be an
“uncorrupted soul,” Henry James once observed, yet “that insensate and implacable egotism” of his “almost made you suspect
[his] public virtue” (p. 519).
James’s suggestion was a just one. Sumner’s commitment to
human welfare was virtuous to a deplorable fault, as Julia Ward
Howe, for one, well knew. When Sumner told her in 1864 that
he had “long since, ceased to take any interest in individuals”
(p. 147), she was astonished at the ungodly sentiment, but that
bland aloofness was apparent in nearly everything the man did.
At one point during the war, for example, Sumner argued that
the North was “too victorious,” that more defeats should be
suffered to prolong the fighting. “There must be more delay
and more suffering,” he wrote at another time, “the war cannot,
must not, end’ until slavery was destroyed (p. 118). Sumner’s
idea that barbarity arose from slavery could not, then, have been
exclusive: evil must be a consequence of the struggle to overcome evil. He initially responded to Lincoln’s murder with the
reflection that it was another instance of the barbarism of
slavery (p. 217), but he “came to think” it was “ ‘a judgment of
the Lord,’ which was ‘needed to lift the country into a more
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perfect justice and to inspire a sublimer faith” (p. 220). It is
comforting to assuage deep grief by finding something ultimately
good in the sad and senseless brutalities of life. But it is
frightening when a man of great political power elevates a
consoling thought into a philosophy that informs a grim and
determined course of action.
Professor Donald admires his subject for many good reasons.
But Sumner remains a complicated and perplexing figure with
whom everyone involved in the moral dilemma must come to
some kind of terms. This biography is indispensable to that
endeavor.
University of Toledo

William H. Longton

The Segregation Era, 1863-1954: A Reader. Edited by Allen
Weinstein and Frank Otto Gatell. (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1970. ix, 308 pp. Introduction, bibliography.
$7.50.)
For reasons not easily discernible, the editors have selected
fourteen excerpts from well-known books (eleven are in paperback) and five scholarly articles to illustrate what they will call
“ninety years of Negro striving and suffering.” By and large the
essays are culled from reputable white authors who have written
highly-praised volumes published between 1944 and 1968. (Missing are such names as DuBois, Washington, Johnson, Taylor,
Wright, Hughes, White, McPherson, Newby, Osofsky, and HarIan.) Seven sections containing from two to four articles each
take the reader chronologically from emancipation to legal
desegregation.
The selections are beyond reproach. Benjamin Quarles recites the virtues of black soldiers during the Civil War while
Willie Lee Rose describes what might have been a rehearsal for
landed black reconstruction. Writing of South Carolina, Joel
Williamson furnishes an abundance of evidence that Negroes
could assume rights and responsibilities; he sees Reconstruction
as a “period of unequalled progress” for blacks. With controlled
indignation, John Hope Franklin destroys much of the mythology of Reconstruction, reminding us that Negroes were denied
the opportunity to become qualified and then denied equal
rights because they were unqualified.
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Rayford W. Logan explains how blacks went from peonage
in slavery to peonage in freedom. Vann Woodward writes in
detail of the complete subordination of the Negro at the zenith
of southern white supremacy. The South didn’t “win” the Civil
War but the rest of the country accepted its view on racewhich makes one wonder about the necessity of secession, even
from the southern point of view, in the first place. August Meier
traces the increasing radicalization of W.E.B. DuBois, so prolabor that he had the Crisis printed by a union that excluded
blacks. In “Support Your Local Mob,” Charles Crowe describes
the anatomy of the Atlanta race riot of 1906. Nancy Weiss shows
how President Wilson lost the black vote between 1912 and
1916 by presiding over the official segregation of Washington
while telling “darky” stories and showing The Birth of a Nation
in the White House.
David Cronon explains the historical position of Marcus
Garvey in the “black is beautiful” syndrome of the past few
years while Allan Spear describes the transformation of southern
blacks into Chicago ghetto inhabitants. Disillusioned with what
he considered broken white promises, the Negro intellectual of
the Harlem renaissance, as depicted by Robert Bone, fell back
on identity with folk culture. According to Dan Carter, the
Scottsboro case illustrates the degradation of the oppressed and
the psychotic instability of the oppressor.
The selection from Myrdal’s An American Dilemma emphasizes the relation between the ownership of land in the
South and the race question. Writing of the same period, Leslie
Fishel and Professor Quarles suggest the vital if almost inadvertent significance of the New Deal to the black man. Richard
Dalfiume goes over the ground of the late thirties and early
forties in which the stirrings of revolt prepared the way for the
civil rights crusade. Oscar Glantz is included with an article
on Negro voting behavior after World War II which, it seems
to the reviewer, is entirely too technical for this volume. Henry
Allen Bullock reminds the reader of J. H. Franklin in his conclusion that Negroes in the South were educated by means of a
psychology of self-debasement. “Negroes and Whites became
different because they were kept apart. White Southerners insisted that they be kept apart because they were different.”
Loren Miller concludes the volume with the story of the Brown
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decisions which did turn back the clock “toward the bright
promise of 1868, when the Fourteenth Amendment was ratified.”
The content of these nineteen articles written by liberallyoriented scholars is essential to an understanding of the civil
rights revolution of the past two decades. Well selected, they
reinforce the reviewer’s belief that black history is still pretty
much what has been done to the Negro. It may or may not be
true that the black man has striven mightily to break his chains.
It is true that he has been forcibly kept all these years in a
shameful state of subordination. In any case, we witness today
the most authentic revolution in our history.
University of South Florida

James W. Silver

A Mind to Stay Here: Profiles from the South. By John Egerton.
(New York: Macmillan Co., 1970. 190 pp. Preface, illustrations. $6.95.)
As the sub-title suggests, this book consists of several portraits
of Southerners. While the subjects are different in superficial aspects-black and white, men and women of differing vocations-,
they share two major characteristics. They are all genuinely
committed to decent race relations, and they are all convinced
that the South is where they must work out solutions. They are
not the civil rights militants who have been dominating the
news. They are the steady, seemingly tireless workers in the
field who have been crucial to whatever success has been
achieved.
There is Will Campbell, “poet, prophet and preacher-atlarge,” the folk-singing director of the Committee of Southern
Churchmen. Then, there is James McBride Dabbs, seventy-four
year-old “farmer, writer, former professor, and country gentleman,” who has been telling Southerners for years that their
section is “the most favorable setting for racial reconciliation.”
The third story traces the struggles of John Lewis, former
chairman of the Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee
and presently director of the Voter Education Project of the
Southern Regional Council in Atlanta.
The others are just as diverse. Howard (Buck) Kester, dean
of students at Montreat-Anderson College in North Carolina,
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has spent his life trying to apply the teachings of Jesus to race
relations. Fannie Lou Hamer, one of Senator Eastland’s black
neighbors in Mississippi, has been fighting for voting rights
despite vicious attacks from whites. Lucius H. Pitts president of
Miles College in Birmingham, Alabama, and U. W. Clemon, its
outstanding graduate, have contributed greatly to black education
and legal security in that city and state. Sarah Patton Boyle of
aristocratic Virginia, confronted southern whites with their
racial shame through speaking engagements and books, while
John Howard Griffin tried to share the black experience by
darkening his skin for a time and passing himself off as a
Negro. The final cameo depicts a husband and wife team of jazz
greats, Billie and De De Pierce, who, like the others, stress the
positive approach to race relations.
A Mind to Stay Here is a refreshing experience. While Egerton does not overlook the injustices of the past, he emphasizes
the achievements made by the people he is describing. In addition, his subjects have not lost their sense of the South’s
potential. It is a good source for the events of the civil rights
movement since World War II and a guide for those who wish
to see the movement accomplish greater and greater things.
Stetson University

Gerald E. Critoph

The Commoner: William Jennings Bryan. By Charles M. Wilson.
(New York: Doubleday and Co., 1971. viii, 487 pp. Acknowledgments, illustrations, appendix, notes, bibliography,
index. $10.00.)
This latest contribution to the expanding historical literature
on William Jennings Bryan is a biography by Charles Morrow
Wilson, a journalist and free-lance writer, who describes his
subject as a political and religious “fundamentalist” convinced
that his primary mission was to nurture the American conscience.
The central theme of Bryan’s career as interpreted by Wilson
was embodied in an oration on “God and Politics” which the
Commoner delivered as a student at Illinois College. In his diverse roles as lawyer, congressman, editor, presidential nominee,
Chautauqua lecturer, and anti-evolution crusader, Bryan always
viewed himself as a “Christian statesman.” Just as Bryan “held
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totally with one God, he resolved to cling totally with one
political tenet, which he saw as covering all like a giant revival
tent.” That tenet, the reduction and ultimate elimination of the
tariff, came to be supplemented in time by his crusade against
the gold standard, anti-imperialist campaign and effort in behalf of international peace.
Wilson’s approach is essentially different from that of Bryan
scholars such as Paolo Coletta, Paul Glad, and Lawrence Levine.
This book can perhaps best be described as an intimate biography, based upon a variety of sources, including the Bryan
papers and personal interviews, and written in an informal, almost chatty, style. Although it includes little that is new about
the public career of Bryan and is less analytical than other
works in its treatment of his activities as a Democratic politician,
the study does offer insights into the private life, personal attributes, and psyche of the Commoner. The author points up the
eccentricities and incongruities that characterized the “People’s
Man,” the keeper of the nation’s conscience who amassed a
fortune in his role as the spokesman for the cause of the people.
Despite all the Bryanesque rhetoric about familial loyalty, the
family which took precedence with him was the American
people rather than his own wife and children even though he
indulged his talent for building “ugly houses” in providing for
the latter. In describing Bryan’s behavior during the closing
years of his life— the period in which he spearheaded the antievolution crusade— the author pays particular attention to his
declining health, especially the complications caused by diabetes.
The Bryan of this era is depicted as a befuddled, sick old man
whose condition made him easy prey for “religious charlatans.”
After reading this biography one is inclined to agree with
the assessment of Bryan rendered by Colonel Edward M. House
who described him as “a really fine man, full of Democratic
simplicity, earnest patriotism, and religious fervor.”
University of Arkansas

Willard B. Gatewood, Jr.

Travels in Central America, 1825-1840. By Franklin D. Parker.
(Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1970. xiv, 340 pp.
Preface, prologue, topical index, bibliography, index. $12.50.)
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Professor Parker is a congenial scholar, lover of Central
America, and an enthusiast of old travel accounts. He has given
us a wonderful book with well edited excerpts of fifteen old
travel books of foreigners (Europeans and Americans) through
Central America. Ten of these accounts (Orlando W. Roberts,
James Wilson, George Alexander Thompson, Jacobus Haefkens,
Henry Dunn, James Jackson Jarves, George Washington Montgomery, George Byam, Thomas Young, and John Lloyd Stephens) are in the period 1821-1840, and five (Girolamo Benzoni,
Thomas Gage, Raveneau de Lussan, John Cockburn, and John
Roach) are given as background material. Listed at the end
are also twenty-five additional travel books for the years 18411860. The years 1821 to 1840 are used since it was the time
when most of Central America, newly independent from Spain,
was united before the breakup into the various republics.
The long prologue has quotes from travelers who sketch for
us the colonial background. Chapter one gives a discussion and
excerpts of five travelers who visited Central America between
1821 and 1830. Chapter two has the rest, five more for the period
1831-1840. Chapters three through six are composed of extracts
of these ten authors dealing with the various aspects of Central
America such as the economy, learning, recreation and the arts,
and religion.
There is no doubt that the whole book with its unique
organization has a most scholarly atmosphere. It is well annotated, documented, and edited; certainly carefully prepared and
written. The selections are excellent. There is at first difficulty
in figuring out the arrangement, partly because the author’s
text is not separated from the excerpts of the somewhat edited
travel descriptions. Indenting or smaller print could have
avoided this annoyance.
What makes this book noteworthy to those interested in
Florida history? Although there is nothing in the pages of the
work about Florida, the closeness of Central America to Florida
should make it relevant. At the same time the Parker book can
serve as a model to a similar study of travel in Florida. The
wealth of good material for such a project is undisputable. It
certainly could enhance the growing bibliography of Florida.
University of South Florida
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Twelve Black Floridians, the new book by Professor Leedell
W. Neyland of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University,
is an interesting and enlightening volume. It includes sketches
of Jonathan C. Gibbs, Florida’s secretary of state during the
Reconstruction era; Matthew M. Lewey, one of Florida’s first
Negro lawyers, who served as postmaster and mayor of Newnansville, Florida, and who became editor and publisher of the
Gainesville Florida Sentinel; Mary McLeod Bethune, the noted
educator; John R. E. Lee, Sr., who was born a slave in Texas
and who became president of Florida A.&M.; Eartha M. White,
one of Florida’s great humanitarians; Zora Neal Hurston, author
and folklorist; Abrams L. Lewis, founder of the Afro-American
Life Insurance Company; Dr. George Henry Starke of Sanford;
Coach A. S. “Jake” Gaither; Robert Lee “Bob” Hayes, who,
when he established the world’s record in the 100-yard dash at
the National AAU Championship meet in St. Louis in 1963, was
dubbed “the world’s fastest human,” and who is also an outstanding football player; Harry Tyson Moore, head of Florida’s NAACP, who was killed in a bomb explosion in Mims, Florida, in 1951;
and Father John E. Culmer of the Protestant Episcopal Church.
Dr. Neyland’s work points up the need. for full-length scholarly
studies of many, if not all, of his subjects. It also emphasizes
the need for additional research and study of Florida ethnic
history. Published by Florida A. & M. University Foundation,
Tallahassee, the book sells for $1.75.
Andrew Jackson and Pensacola, edited by Professor James
R. McGovern of the Faculty of History, University of West
Florida, is a commemorative volume celebrating the 150th
anniversary of the transfer of Spanish West Florida to the United
States. It was published by the Jackson Day Sesquicentennial
Committee of Pensacola. In addition to a chronology of Jackson’s three “visits” to Pensacola, a listing of Pensacola’s mayors,
beginning with José Noriega, and a selected bibliography of
Jackson and Pensacola by James A. Servies, director of University
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of West Florida’s libraries, this monograph contains several
articles about Florida’s first American governor. Several of these
are excerpted from the Florida Historical Quarterly. E. W.
Carswell has a short description of Jackson’s 1818 Florida campaign; Pat Dodson describes “Jacksonia in Pensacola”; and
Professor William S. Coker has written on “Andrew Jackson,
the Spanish Floridas, and the United States.” The monograph
may be ordered from the Pensacola-Escambia Development Commission, 803 North Palafox Street, Pensacola 32501, and the
price is $1.00.
When Federals arrived in Fernandina, Florida, on March 3,
1862, Flag Officer Samuel F. Du Pont, United States Navy, was
in command of the Union flotilla. It was also gunboats from
his squadron that captured Jacksonville and occupied St. Augustine shortly afterwards. As commander of the South Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, Du Pont was in charge of naval operations off Florida’s east coast until July 6, 1863. The ships which
patrolled the St. Johns River and which operated at Mosquito
Inlet were under his jurisdiction. Admiral Du Pont’s Civil War
Letters have been edited by John D. Hayes, and the three
volumes have been published by Cornell University Press. Many
of these documents, particularly in volumes one and two, relate
to Florida, and Florida persons and places are referred to in
other communications. Students of Federal naval activities in
Florida during the Civil War will find these letters useful.
Volume one contains a biographical study of Admiral Du Pont
and a description of the Du Pont manuscript collection. The
three volumes sell for $45.00.
Cross Creek Cookery, by Marjory Kinnan Rawlings, is one
of the best known Florida cookbooks. It has been reissued in a
paperback edition by Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York. The
illustrations by Robert Camp, Jr., which appeared in the original
1942 edition, are also included. The price is $2.95.
On the morning of March 7, 1868, four prisoners aided by a
guard escaped from Fort Jefferson in the Dry Tortugas and
headed a small, open fishing boat into the Gulf of Mexico. The
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men were never seen again. One, Colonel George St. Leger
Grenfell, was a British soldier of fortune who had come to
America in 1862. A dedicated Confederate, he played a unique
role on behalf of the southern cause. He served first with
cavalryman John H. Morgan and later with Braxton Bragg and
J. E. B. Stuart. He was involved in an abortive plan to free
imprisoned Confederates, take over the city of Chicago, and
establish a Northwestern Confederacy. As a result of his involvement in the “Chicago Conspiracy,” as it came to be known, he
was condemned to bang. The British minister in Washington
was able to get his sentence commuted to life in prison, and he
was sent to Fort Jefferson where he shared a cell with Dr.
Samuel Mudd and three of the others who had been convicted
of their connection with John Wilkes Booth in the assassination
of President Lincoln. When Grenfell escaped from Fort Jefferson, he left behind his papers, including a diary which came
into the possession of Captain T. P. McElrath who evidently
used it to write “Annals of the War . . . Story of a Soldier of
Fortune,” which appeared in the Philadelphia Weekly Times,
May 3, 1879. Colonel Grenfell’s Wars: the Life of a Soldier of
Fortune includes the story of Grenfell’s incarceration at Dry
Tortugas. Written by Stephen Z. Starr, and published by Louisiana State University Press, Baton Rouge, it sells for $10.95.
The California Agricultural History Center, Davis California, which has published previously several important agricultural bibliographies, has now released A List of References
for the History of Agriculture in the Southern United States,
1865-1900. It was published as a cooperative project with the
Agricultural History Branch, United States Department of Agriculture. Compiled and edited by Helen H. Edwards, the bibliography lists books and articles relating to land resources, land
policy, farm production and management, economics, farm
organization, politics, agricultural improvement, and rural
people and life. There are many Florida entries. There are sixtythree Florida studies listed in the states category and many of
these are from the Florida Historical Quarterly. There is also
an author index that is very useful. Copies may be ordered
from the Agricultural History Center, University of California,
Davis.
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Since Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee, by Dee Brown, is a
documented account of the systematic plunder of western
Indians during the second half of the nineteenth century, there
are only scattered references to the Indians of the Southeast.
However, the story of Indian decimation, battle by battle,
massacre by massacre, broken treaty by broken treaty, is, of
course, not isolated to the Indian tribes west of the Mississippi.
One needs only to examine the nineteenth century saga of the
Florida Seminoles to find a similar story of the destruction of
Indian culture and civilization. The author of this volume
utilized oral history as it was employed before the age of
electronic recording devices. Isaac Pitman’s stenographic system
came into vogue after the Civil War, and when Indians spoke
at council meetings, usually freely and candidly, a recording
clerk was usually present. Their first-person statements, long
buried in the official records, have been fashioned into a
fascinating narrative. This volume, published by Holt, Rinehart, Winston Publishers, New York, sells for $10.95. There is
also a paperback edition.
To Die Game: The Story of the Lowry Band, Indian Guerrillas of Reconstruction, published by the Louisiana State University Press, Baton Rouge, is the history of North Carolina’s
Lumbee Indians. After the Civil War Henry Berry Lowry led a
group of his followers in attacks against the Ku Klux Klan and
the white political establishment of North Carolina. During the
war, the Confederate government had forced the Indians to
work alongside black slaves. Outraged, a number of these conscripts had fled into the swamps, formed a guerrilla band, and
emerged after the war to exact their vengeance. They had
hoped fur some degree of justice under a Republican government, but instead they were harassed, hunted down, and
branded as outlaws by the North Carolina legislature. This
nineteenth-century history of the Lumbees, by W. McKee Evans,
is valuable for a full knowledge of Southeastern Indians. It
sells for $8.95.
Indian Oratory are the speeches by noted nineteenth-century
Indian chieftains. Collected by W. C. Vanderwerth, there is
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also a short biography of each orator, a description of the
conditions under which the speeches were made, and a photograph or portrait of the speaker. Published by University of
Oklahoma Press, Norman, Oklahoma, the price of the book is
$8.95.
From the Fresh-Water Navy: 1861-64, The Letters of Acting
Master’s Mate Henry R. Browne and Acting Ensign Symmes E.
Browne was edited by John D. Milligan. This is the third volume in the Naval Letters Series published by the United States
Naval Institute. Volume Two, Aboard the USS Florida: 1863-65,
was reviewed in the Florida Historical Quarterly, July 1969.
The Naval Letters Series is making available hitherto unpublished naval history manuscripts, official and private. The present
volume contains letters written by the Browne brothers while
they were serving in the unique navy built by the Federals to
wrest from Confederate control the great inland rivers in the
Mississippi Valley. The book may be ordered from the United
States Naval Institute, Annapolis, Maryland; the price is $13.50.
Estaban, a Moorish slave and member of Pánfilo Narváez’s
expedition, was the first black man known to have set foot on
Texas soil. He arrived with Cabeza de Vaca in 1528, just two
years after the group had first landed in Florida near Tampa
Bay. Three centuries later, thousands of other Negroes entered
Texas, coming first as slaves and then as free men. The Negro
In Texas, 1874-1900, by Lawrence D. Rice, concentrates on the
gradual decline of the Negro’s status in the post-Reconstruction
era. The author describes the blacks’ tragic fight for political,
economic, and social equity. Published by Louisiana State University Press, Baton Rouge, the book sells for $10.00.
Yankee Cavalrymen, by John W. Rowell, is the history of
the Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry, one of the few eastern regiments to serve with the western armies and the only cavalry
from the East to make the final campaigns through Georgia and
the Carolinas. While it was never involved in Florida, it did
fight in many of the battles, including Perryville and Chickamauga, against Confederates from Florida. In November 1864
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the Ninth Pennsylvania moved into the area south of Macon,
Georgia, and on December 12, it reached Midway Church, just
a few miles north of the St. Marys River and the Florida border.
This history was published by the University of Tennessee Press
and it lists for $7.50.
Explorations in the Black Experience is a new series of anthologies presenting significant scholarly works relative to American black history. Some are “problem” oriented, presenting
conflicting interpretations, and others are purely “thematic.”
Blacks in the Abolitionist Movement, edited by John H. Bracey,
Jr., August Meier, and Elliott Rudwick, falls into the second
category. Historians have disagreed on the nature of the participation of blacks in the abolitionist movement. In the past,
whites have been given the major share of credit for carrying
on the work of the movement, and Harriet Tubman and Frederick Douglass were regarded as exceptions. Recent scholarship
is changing this view. This volume describes the activities of
leading black abolitionists, it examines the role blacks played
in the abolitionist movement, and it directs attention to the
involvement of blacks in John Brown’s Raid at Harper’s Ferry.
American Slavery: The Question of Resistance, also by Professors
Bracey, Meier, and Rudwick, focuses on the specific problem of
the nature of chattel slavery in the South, and discusses the
nature and extent of Negro resistance to bondage. It presents
a variety of points of view, from Ulrich B. Phillips and Stanley
Elkins to Woodson, DuBois, James, Brawley, Aptheker, Wish,
and Stampp. These paperbacks are published by Wadsworth
Publishing Company, Belmont, California.
Recollections of Alexander H. Stephens, the diary kept by
the former vice-president of the Confederacy while he was imprisoned at Fort Warren in 1865, was published originally in
1910. It has been republished by Da Capo Press, New York.
The biographical study by Myrta Lockett Avary, which also
appeared in the original edition, is included. The reprint volume
sells for $17.50.
Da Capo Press has also republished Camp-Fire and CottonField: Southern Adventure in Time of War. Life with the
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Union Armies and Residence on a Louisiana Plantation, by
Thomas W. Knox, which first appeared in 1865. Florida was
little noticed in this volume, although the author thought the
climate “very healthy, and . . . highly beneficial to invalids.”
There were few other attractions for settlers, the author thought,
except “men born with fins and webbed feet might enjoy
themselves in the lakes and swamps, which form a considerable
portion of Florida.” This reprint volume sells for $17.50.
Of special interest to Floridians in the pamphlet North
Carolina and the War of 1812, by Sarah McCulloh Lennon, is
the section dealing with the war against the Creek Indians
which was climaxed by the Battle of Horseshoe Bend in 1814.
The outcome of this battle had a major impact on the Florida
Indians living in the area between the Suwanee and Apalachicola rivers. This pamphlet may be ordered from the North
Carolina Department of Archives and History, Box 1881,
Raleigh, North Carolina; it sells for $50.
The Monroe Doctrine: An American Frame of Mind, by
Charles Morrow Wilson, examines the Doctrine and the men
who shaped it and attempts to shed new light on its relevance
to present-day foreign policy decisions. This is the first of a
series of books by Auerbach Publishers, Princeton, New Jersey
which will seek to “probe trigger events in history.” It sells for
$5.95.
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HISTORY NEWS
Announcements and Activities
The third annual Gulf Coast History and Humanities Conference will be held in Pensacola, Florida, on December 3-4,
1971. The theme of the conference this year is “The Americanization of the Gulf Coast.” Professors Bertram Wyatt-Brown,
Case Western Reserve University; Robert Brent, University of
Southern Mississippi; Father James Pillar, Loyola University;
Clement Eaton, University of Kentucky; John G. Clark, University of Kansas; Thomas Abernathy, University of Virginia; Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., University of Florida; Seymour Conner, Texas
Tech University; Julia F. Smith, Georgia Southern College; and
John Tregle, Louisiana State University, will deliver papers.
The social character of the frontier, religious attitudes, economic
experiences, and the impact of territorial acquisition and manifest destiny in the period 1800-1850 are the topics to be covered.
There will be a pre-conference workshop on “Archaeology and
the Historical Agency,” on December 2. The conference is
being sponsored by the University of West Florida, Pensacola
Junior College, the Historic Pensacola Preservation Board,
and the American Association for State and Local History.
Further information and copies of the Proceedings of the two
earlier conferences are available by writing Dr. Lucius F. Ellsworth, John C. Pace Library, University of West Florida, Pensacola 32504.
The National Archives and Records Service is making available copies of microfilm publications in its regional archival
branches. Many of these will have relevance for the American
Revolution Bicentennial. The microfilm may be used in the
research room of the Federal Records Center or it may be borrowed through inter-institutional-loan (university, college, or
public libraries). The Federal Records Center, East Point,
Georgia, serves the southeastern region, including Florida. Dr.
Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., immediate past president of the Florida Historical Society, is a member of the Regional Federal
Archives Council. For information on the archives and its
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holdings, write Federal Records Center, 1557 St. Joseph Avenue,
East Point, Georgia 30344, or call 404 526-7477.
The Society for the History of Discoveries, formed for the
purpose of stimulating interest in teaching, research, and publishing in the history of geographical exploration, will hold its
1971 meeting at Yale University, November 12-13. The sessions
will interest southern and Florida historians. For further information, write John Parker, University of Minnesota Library,
Minneapolis 55455.
The Southern Genealogist’s Exchange Society of Jacksonville will hold its annual work shop, October 22-23, 1971, in
the Concourse Room, Gulf Life Towers, Jacksonville. Speakers
are George B. Everton, Jr., Logan, Utah; Mrs. Harry Joseph
Morris, Dallas, Texas; Walter C. Hartridge, Savannah, Georgia; Robert Williams, director, Florida Division of Archives,
History, and Records Management; and Edward N. Johnson,
Florida Division of Archives, History and Records Management. Catalogs, leaflets, brochures, publications, and yearbooks
may be displayed. Registration for the work shop is $5.00. For
information write P. O. Box 2801, Jacksonville 32203.
Local Historical Societies and Commissions
Alachua County Historical Society: The Society held its first fall
meeting September 21, with Mrs. Elizabeth Ehrbar as program
speaker. She described the preparation of museum exhibits
for Florida’s state parks. A business meeting preceded the program. Officers serving this year include John Opdyke, president;
Merlin Cox, vice-president; and M. H. Latour, secretary-treasurer. Mrs. Helen ElIerbe, Gerry Evans, Charles Hoffman, Jr,,
Mrs. Chris Matheson, and Robert Smith are directors.
Historical Association of Southern Florida: The new headquarters of the historical museum which will adjoin the Museum of
Science on South Miami Avenue is under construction. Although the historical museum was closed during the summer
to prepare the collections for moving, several displays appeared
in the Miami area. For Pan American Month, a selection of
paintings was shown at the Miami Public Library in coopera-
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tion with the Cultural Alliance of Greater Miami. The Miami
Public Library also had an exhibit on the history of Miami
Beach in recognition of Mrs. Polly Redford receiving the Rembert W. Patrick Memorial Book Award from the Florida Historical Society for her book Billion Dollar Sandbar. The
historical museum prepared an “Americana” exhibit featuring
pioneers, early Miami buildings, and Seminole Indians which
was displayed at the Brickell Bank. Officers elected at the
Association’s annual meeting include: John C. Harrison,
president; Mrs. Richard A. Beare, vice-president; Mrs. Edward
C. Grafton, executive vice-president; Leonard G. Pardue, recording secretary; Mrs. Charles Broward, Jr., corresponding
secretary; and John G. Admire, treasurer. Directors are William McHale, Dr. Thelma Peters, Mrs. Lucien Proby, Jr.,
Ralph Renick, Mrs. Stanley E. Ross, Mrs. Herbert O. Vance,
Wayne E. Withers, James Deen, Dr. Charles A. Gauld, Mrs.
Finlay L. Matheson, Kenneth N. Sellati, W. Fred Shaw, Dr.
Gilbert L. Voss, Mrs. James S. Wooten, Adam G. Adams, Mrs.
Gwendolyn S. Sherry, Marjory Stoneman Douglas, George B.
Hardie, Jr., Dan D. Laxson, Mrs. Robert McCabe, Ed Thompson, Dr. Charlton W. Tebeau, and Jacqueline Cravens.
Historical Society of Fort Lauderdale: As indicated by its annual report, the Society continues an active program of collecting, preserving, and disseminating Fort Lauderdale’s history.
Its collection of books, newspapers, photographs, maps, documents, letters, and artifacts is growing, and more than 1,000 visitors and researchers utilized its facilities in recent months. The
Society has marked important historic sites in Fort Lauderdale
and has established the Courthouse Bell and Cooley monuments. It also maintains an active publications program. “New
River News” is issued quarterly, and the Society has published
several books and monographs.
Historical Society of Okaloosa and Walton Counties: The Society continued its active program throughout the summer.
W. B. Woody Skinner of Pensacola spoke at the September
meeting on the history of the area. A recent issue of the Society’s newsletter carried an article, “Florida Chautauqua and its
Leaders” by Mrs. T. J. Reardon. The Young Historians are help-
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ing to convert the old bank building into an historical museum.
They also have plotted over a dozen cemeteries in the counties.
Besides the recording of grave inscriptions, they have prepared
histories, maps, descriptions, and photographs of each cemetery.
The Society has also begun a genealogical file of early families
of the area. Officers elected for 1971-1972 include Mrs. James
N. LaRoche, president; Mrs. Allen E. Kelly, second vice-president; Mrs. Louis Vagias, recording secretary; and Mrs. Mavis
Gallegos, corresponding secretary.
Orange County Historical Commission: While temporary facilities for the Commission and its holdings have been located at
27 East Central Avenue, plans are underway for a historical
museum in Loch Haven Park. The city of Orlando will donate
a site for the museum if sufficient funds can be raised to provide
for construction of a building. In the meantime the museum
is open to visitors Monday, Wednesday, and Friday afternoons.
Pensacola Historical Society: The major event of the summer
for the Society and for Pensacola was the Jackson Day Celebration, the week of July 17, marking the 150th anniversary of
Florida becoming an American territory. The silver and bronze
sesquicentennial medals and copies of Andrew Jackson and
Pensacola, edited by James A. McGovern ($l.00), are available
for sale from the Pensacola Historical Museum, Seville Square,
Pensacola 32501. Richard Hagen gave an illustrated talk in
September on the subject “Making the Presidents Feel at
Home.” Mr. Hagen is an archaelogist and preservationist and
is now associated with the Historic Pensacola Preservation
Board.
Pinellas County Historical Commission: Frank F. Bushnell reported recently on the archaeological excavations being carried on by the St. Petersburg Anthropological Society at Bay
Pines Hospital. The shell ridge has revealed twelve burials in
a cemetery which likely dates to the period 800-1450 A. D.
Putnam County Historical Society: The major activity of the
Society is the preservation and restoration of the Bronson
House, one of Florida’s important historic buildings. The So-
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ciety will also hold its annual antique show, October 29-31 at
the Civic Center, Ravine Garden State Park. Mrs. W. H. Griggs
is corresponding secretary of the Society, and information on
membership can be secured by writing P. O. Box 35, Palatka
32077.
Peace River Valley Historical Society: Plans are underway to
mark the grave of James Mitchell (Acrefoot) Johnson who in
the 1870s walked the Star Route from Fort Meade to Fort Ogden
and return, a distance of 130 miles, three times a week. Acrefoot’s
unmarked grave is in Kabrich Cemetery northeast of Nocatee,
Florida. The Society has also presented an oil portrait of former
Governor Cary Hardee to the Hardee County Commission. The
Society held its first meeting of the fall season on September
28. The speaker was Claude C. Jones who described land ownership in early Florida.
Safety Harbor Area Historical Society: The first fall meeting
of the new season was held September 22, and the speaker was
James R. Miller, teacher and naturalist associated with the
Hammock Institute of Dunedin. The Society cooperated with
the Pinellas County school system in its summer enrichment
program, and an historical exhibit was set up in a trailer in
Anderson Park. Some 1,500 elementary-age children attended.
Society officers include Charles H. Lister, Jr., president; Newman Hoopingarner, vice-president; Gustave A. Nelson, treasurer; and Alva L. Jones, secretary. Other members of the
board are Sam Prentice, Bernard Raymund, and Victor Sellers.
St. Luke Historical Society: Harry Jennings spoke on “Rumrunning in the Prohibition Era” at the July meeting of the
Society. Eugene Lyon of the Department of History, Indian
River Community College, and a director of the Florida Historical Society, spoke at the September meeting. His title was
“Spanish and Early History of the Two Floridas.”
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REAT EXPECTATIONS. . . . .

1971
Oct. 8-11 National Oral History
Coloquium
Oct. 13-16 American Society for
Ethnohistory
Nov. 12-13 Society for the History
of Discoveries
Nov. 17-20 Southern Historical
Association
Dec. 3-4 Third Annual Gulf Coast
History and Humanities
Conference
Dec. 28-30 American Historical
Association
1972
Board of Directors
Jan. 8
Florida Historical Society
Feb. 18-19 Workshop: Architectural
Preservation, “Preservation
for Profit”
March 2-4 Conference of Southern
Historical Societies
May 11-13 FLORIDA HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
70th ANNUAL MEETING
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Bloomington, Ind.
University of Georgia
Yale University
Houston, Texas
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New York City

Stetson University
University of Florida

Jackson, Miss.
Robert Meyer Hotel
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SIXTY-NINTH ANNUAL
MEETING OF THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Punta Gorda
1971
PROGRAM
THURSDAY, MAY 6
REGISTRATION: Holiday Inn Lobby, 3:00 to 6:00 p.m.
MEETING OF THE OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS:
8:00 p.m.
FRIDAY, MAY 7
Morning Session: Charlotte County Memorial Auditorium,
10:00 a.m.
Presiding: James C. Craig, president, Florida Historical Society
Invocation: Reverend Joseph W. Howell, pastor, Charlotte
United Methodist Church
Welcome: William H. Bevis, president, Peace River Valley
Historical Society
THE LOWER GULF COAST IN THE NINETEENTH
CENTURY
Chairman: Gilbert L. Lycan, Stetson University
Terrence H. Nolan, Florida State University
“Jacob Summerlin: South Florida Cattle Baron”
Vernon E. Peeples, Punta Gorda
“The Charlotte Harbor Division of the Florida Southern
Railroad”
Commentator: Robert R. Rea, Auburn University
Afternoon Session: Charlotte County Memorial Auditorium,
2:00 p.m.
THE NEGRO IN POST-CIVIL WAR FLORIDA
Presiding: Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., University of Florida
Chairman: Ernest F. Dibble, University of West Florida
Robert L. Hall, Florida State University
“The Influence of the Church on Negro Life”
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Joseph Tomberlin, Valdosta State University
“Education for the Black Man”
Commentator: James Eaton, Florida Agricultural and
Mechanical University
Punta Gorda Isles Yacht Club, Punta Gorda Isles
Corporation, hosts, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Evening Session: Charlotte County Memorial Auditorium,
8:00 p.m. Historical films
SATURDAY, MAY 8
Morning Session: Charlotte County Memorial Auditorium,
10:00 a.m.
FLORIDA HISTORY AND ECOLOGY
Presiding: John E. Johns, Stetson University
Chairman: Perry Snyder, Florida Southern College
Augustus M. Burns, University of Florida
“The Historian and Ecology”
Robert M. Ingle, Florida Department of Natural Resources
‘Let’s Be 0bjective”
Commentator: George E. Buker, Jacksonville University
Annual luncheon and business meeting: Holiday Inn, 1:00 p.m.
Presiding: James C. Craig
Invocation: Reverend Edward G. Pick, pastor, Sacred Heart
Church
Boat tour of Charlotte Harbor
Reception: Ramada Inn, Port Charlotte, 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.,
General Development Corporation, hosts
Annual Banquet: Ramada Inn, Port Charlotte, 8:00 p.m.
Presiding: James C. Craig
Invocation: Reverend Robert Caldwell, rector, Episcopal
Church of the Good Shepherd, Punta Gorda
Presentation of Awards:
Arthur W. Thompson Memorial Prize in Florida
History
Presented to Dr. Durward Long, University of
Wisconsin, by Samuel Proctor, editor, Florida
Historical Quarterly
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Award of Excellence for Presentation of Florida
History in the News Media
Presented to Edwin P. Browning, Sr., Madison, by
Milton D. Jones, Clearwater
Rembert W. Patrick Memorial Book Award
Presented to Polly Redford, Coconut Grove, by
Dr. Charlton W. Tebeau, University of Miami
Address: “Festival of ‘76,” Dr. Robert G. Hartje, American
Association for State and Local History, director of
the Association’s special American Revolution Bicentennial project, and professor of history, Wittenberg University.
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ANNUAL MEETING
Minutes of the Directors Meeting
The semi-annual meeting of the board of directors of the
Florida Historical Society was convened at 8:45 p.m. in the
conference room of the Holiday Inn Motel in Punta Gorda,
Florida, May 6, 1971. It was held in conjunction with the sixtyninth annual meeting of the Society. Prior to the formal opening of the session, Dena Snodgrass gave a preliminary report on
the plans for the 1972 convention which will be held in Jacksonville. President James C. Craig called the following officers and
directors to order: John E. Johns, Margaret L. Chapman, Mrs.
Milton D. Jones, Mary Jane Kuhl, Samuel Proctor, Luis R.
Arana, Donald W. Curl, Mrs. Ralph F. Davis, Herbert J.
Doherty, Jr., William M. Goza, Byron S. Hollinshead, N. E. (Bill)
Miller, Thelma Peters, Mrs. O. C. Peterson, Charlton W. Tebeau,
John D. Ware, and Robert W. Williams. Mr. Craig said that
he had sent a letter of sympathy to Baynard Kendrick whose
wife passed away recently.
Dr. Samuel Proctor, editor of the Florida Historical Quarterly,
gave his annual report on the Society’s publication. The April
1971 number was late because of difficulty in printing the
mailing envelopes. He stated that the cumulative index for
Volumes XXXVI through L is continuing, and he recommended
that planning begin for its publication. He asked board members
to encourage research and to encourage the submission of
articles to the Quarterly. He also noted that more material is
needed for the “History News” section, but again recommended
the need of a Society newsletter. A discussion was then held on
the financial situation of the Quarterly, with particular reference to its relationship with the University of Florida. The
President appointed Dr. Proctor, Dr. Doherty, Dr. Johns, and
Senator Williams to a committee to examine the situation.
Mr. Craig asked for corrections or additions to the minutes
of the May 1970 board meeting. There were none, and the
minutes were approved as published in the October 1970 issue
of the Florida Historical Quarterly.
Mrs. Mary Jane Kuhl, executive secretary, gave her financial
report, noting that the balance on hand. as of March 31, 1971,
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the end of the fiscal year, was $34,391.85. Memberships brought
in $11,388.25, and $3,821.50 was realized from sales, interest, and
dividends for a total income of $15,210.05. There were $11,105.06 in disbursements for the year, with the largest amount,
$8,184.38, going for the publication of the Quarterly. Most of
the Society’s funds are contained in special trusts, and only the
accrued interests from these accounts can be utilized. A detailed
copy of the report is attached to these minutes as part of the
record. Mr. Goza moved that Mrs. Kuhl’s report be adopted.
The motion passed.
Captain John Ware, membership chairman, announced that
as of April 1971 there had been a net increase of 119 members
for the previous year. Total membership is 1,523. Radio and
television spot announcements, talks before civic clubs and
other organizations, and interviews had stimulated interest in
new membership, he reported. Each director present received
a display stand containing a copy of the Quarterly and application blanks which he asked to locate in some public place as a
museum, library, or bank. Senator Williams stated that he was
noting information about joining the Society in Archives and
History News. Captain Ware wrote to Comptroller Fred O.
Dickinson asking him to use his influence to secure the membership of all other cabinet officers. Captain Ware is planning to
place application blanks in every library in the state. Dr. Proctor
suggested that each of those present write twenty-five personal
letters asking people to join. Captain Ware thanked all those
present for their cooperation. Senator Williams asked for names
and addresses of the new members so he could place them on
the mailing list of the Division of Archives, History and Records
Management.
Dr. Proctor said that the Arthur W. Thompson Memorial
Award for the best article in the Quarterly would go to Dr. Durward Long for his work entitled “Making of Modern Tampa: A
City of the New South, 1885-1911” which appeared in the April
1971 issue. Judges this year were: William M. Goza, Earle Newton,
and Dr. Jerrell H. Shofner. Dr. Proctor also reported that the first
Rembert W. Patrick Memorial Book Award would be presented
by Dr. Tebeau to Mrs. Polly Redford for her book BillionDollar Sandbar: A Biography of Miami Beach. Judges for the
Patrick Award were Miss Chapman and Dr. Tebeau. The
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Award of Excellence for Presentation of Florida History in the
News Media will be presented by Milton D. Jones to Edwin B.
Browning, Sr., for his articles in the Madison Enterprise-Recorder
and for his radio broadcasts over station WMAF in Madison.
Mr. Goza, chairman of the resolutions committee, read the
list of deceased members and asked for additions. A discussion
was held on the matter of reprinting the Quarterly. Miss Chap
man noted that this should be done on an individual-number
basis rather than by complete volume. Mr. Goza, Dr. Proctor,
Miss Chapman, and Captain Ware are members of the committee studying this matter. An inventory of issues on hand
will be used by the committee to make specific recommendations
at the December board meeting.
Under new business, Mr. Craig read a letter from former
president James Knott urging the Society to take action to help
in preserving the Union Bank Building in Tallahassee. Senator
Williams said that necessary steps are being taken to this end;
the building will be moved and used as a museum depicting
the history of the financial institutions of Florida. Dr. Tebeau
moved that an appropriate resolution be drafted and forwarded
to the proper persons and the motion passed. Mr. Goza and
Senator Williams mentioned that other areas in Tallahassee
are also the subject of preservation activities.
Mr. Craig read the report from Dr. E. Ashby Hammond,
chairman of the nominating committee, that will be made at
the business meeting. Selected for the nominating committee
for 1972 were: Betty Bruce, Vernon Peeples, Michael Gannon,
Morris White, and Pat Dodson.
Miss Chapman stated that she received a communication
from the Dunedin Historical Society commending Boy Scout
Troop 12 of that city for its help. The Franklin Mint is interested
in having a medal struck commemorating the statehood of Florida, but the board voted against this. Mr. Craig noted the response from the National Park Service regarding ceremonies
recognizing a celebration in 1972 of the tricentennial of the start
of construction of the Castillo de San Marcos in St. Augustine.
Dr. Tebeau and Mrs. Peters announced that the Historical
Association of South Florida is issuing an invitation to the
Society to hold its annual meeting in 1973 under its sponsorship.
Dr. Johns invited the board to hold its December meeting at
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Stetson University in Deland. The invitation was accepted.
Dr. Proctor stated that July 1971 marks the sesquicentennial
of Florida becoming a United States territory. He noted that
Pensacola and St. Augustine were making plans to recognize
this. Dr. Proctor moved that the Society adopt a resolution to
call this fact to the attention of the state legislature and to
local historical agencies. The motion passed.
Dr. Proctor also stated that 1976 marks the Bicentennial of
American Independence and he called for appointment of a
committee of members of the Florida Historical Society to project goals and to make plans for the Society’s participation in
this national event. He recommended the following:
1. Establishment or re-establishment of an historical
group in every county in Florida where one does not
exist.
2. Establishment of a league or association of local historical agencies under the sponsorship of the Florida
Historical Society.
3. Sponsorship of a fund-raising drive to increase the
Julien C. Yonge Publication Fund and the Father
Jerome Memorial Fund.
4. Publication of the cumulative index of the Quarterly.
Dr. Johns moved that Mr. Craig select an American Independence Bicentennial committee after consultation with appropriate
members of the board and that the committee will have as its
primary purpose the selection and implementation of goals in
the area of history. This was passed.
Mr. Goza and Dr. Johns moved that $1,000 of accumulated
surplus funds from the general funds be placed in the Yonge
Fund and a like amount be transferred to the Jerome Fund.
This was approved.
Dr. Proctor stated that he had been approached by the
National Historical Publications Commission; they are interested
in the possibility of providing funds for microfilming the Panton
Leslie Company papers in association with the P. K. Yonge
Library of Florida History, University of Florida. He and Miss
Chapman were appointed a committee to pursue the matter.
Dr. Proctor moved that the “editor’s expense fund” be increased from $300 to $500. Miss Chapman moved that out-of-
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pocket expenses of the executive secretary for attendance at the
Society board and general meetings be borne by the Society.
Both were approved.
Mr. Jerry Million of Palatka has contacted Dr. Proctor about
the possibility of donating some property to the Society. Dr.
Doherty and Dr. Proctor did some preliminary investigation
on this, but more is needed. Mr. Craig then appointed Mr.
Goza, Dr. Doherty, and Mr. Jones to a committee to look into
the matter.
Senator Williams noted that he and Dr. Proctor have been
working with the National Endowment for the Humanities on
a funding program for Florida. Dr. Tebeau was recognized for
his contribution of writing the excellent one-volume book entitled A History of Florida.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:20 p.m.
Minutes of the Annual Business Meeting
The annual business meeting of the Florida Historical Society
was held in the dining room of the Holiday Inn, Punta
Gorda, Florida, at 1 p.m., on May 8, 1971. The Reverend
Edward G. Pick, pastor of Sacred Heart Church, pronounced
the invocation. Mr. Craig welcomed the members and guests
and introduced those at the head table. After the luncheon,
Mr. Craig called the business meeting to order.
The president noted that 192 persons had registered so far,
making it one of the largest attended meetings in the history
of the Society. He thanked the Punta Gorda Garden Club for
the floral arrangements. The minutes of the 1970 business meeting, as published in the Florida Historical Quarterly, October
1970, were approved. Mrs. Mary Jane Kuhl, executive secretary,
gave the treasurer’s report. Captain John D. Ware, membership
chairman, reported on membership. He asked everyone to become involved in the membership drive, suggesting that memberships could be solicited through speaking engagements and
personal contact.
Dr. Samuel Proctor, editor of the Florida Historical Quarterly,
thanked Mrs. Kuhl and Miss Margaret L. Chapman, the staff
of the P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, his editorial
board, and the graduate assistants who are associated with the
journal for all their help and assistance. Plans for publishing
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out-of-print issues of the Quarterly are proceeding. Dr. Proctor
asked representatives of local and area historical societies to
keep him informed of their activities so that they may be mentioned in “History News.” He needs newsletters, minutes of
meetings, newspaper clippings, or program notes. These should
be sent to: Editor, Florida Historical Quarterly, Box 14045,
University Station, Gainesville, Florida 32601.
Mr. Craig introduced six past presidents of the Society who
were present: Dr. Charles Thrift, Dr. Charlton W. Tebeau,
Miss Dena Snodgrass, Dr. Gilbert Lycan, William M. Goza, and
Dr. Herbert J. Doherty, Jr.
Dr. E. Ashby Hammond, chairman of the nominating committee, submitted the following names to be directors, each
serving a three-year term:
District 1 ------------------- Audrey Broward, Jacksonville
Dr. Jerrell H. Shoffner, Tallahassee
District 2 ------------------------------Anthony P. Pizzo, Tampa
District 3 ---------------------------Eugene Lyon, Vera Beach
Director, at-large -----------------Milton D. Jones, Clearwater
The president asked for nominations from the floor. There were
none, and the secretary was instructed to cast a unanimous
ballot. Messrs. Lyon, Jones, and Pizzo, who were present, were
introduced, as were retiring Directors Luis Arana and N. E. (Bill)
Miller.
Mr. Craig recognized Mrs. Mary MacRae of Homosassa and
Miss Joyce E. Harman of St. Augustine, who had received
awards in 1971 from the American Association for State and
Local History for their contributions to Florida History. Vernon
Peeples, recipient this year of the Peace River Valley Historical
Society’s Annual Florida History Award, was introduced. Mrs.
J. W. Thrailkill then read a poem about Ponce de León. Mr.
Goza, chairman of the resolutions committee, presented the
following resolutions:
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IN MEMORIAM
BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of the Florida Historical Society express their sorrow and sense of loss at the
deaths of those members who have passed on since the last
annual meeting, including:
Judge Charles O. Andrews, Jr., Winter Park
Mr. Harold Bell, Sebring
General Albert H. Blanding, Bartow
Mrs. W. M. Bostwick, Jr., Jacksonville
Mr. J. Fred Campbell, Clearwater
Mrs. Alfred I. DuPont, Wilmington, Delaware
Judge John W. Holland, Coral Gables
Mrs. Baynard Kendrick, Leesburg
Mr. Thomas B. Kreeger, Coral Gables
Miss Dorothy L. Lock, Dade City
Mr. Angelo Massari, Tampa
Mr. Guyte P. McCord, Tahahassee
Mr. Harry W. Shepard, Clearwater
Mrs. Edith B. Watson, Quincy
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that since JuIy 1971 will
mark the 150th anniversary of the acquisition of Florida by the
United States, the Florida Historical Society requests the legislature of the State of Florida to take appropriate action to
recognize and commemorate this event, and that all historical
organizations within the State of Florida be encouraged to mark
the sesquicentennial with educational and patriotic exercises
befitting this historic occasion.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Florida Historical
Society at its annual meeting extends its grateful appreciation
to the Punta Gorda Isles Corporation and General Development
Corporation who were hosts for successful and successive parties
two nights of the convention; to the Peace River Valley Historical Society for sponsoring the annual meeting; to Dr. William
Warren Rogers and Dr. Jerrell H. Shofner of Florida State
University, who served as co-chairmen. of the program committee; to Holiday Inn and Howard Johnson Motor Lodge for
furnishing fine accommodations at moderate cost; and, especially
to the local arrangements committee for its meticulous attention
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to detail, which contributed greatly to a successful meeting; and
to its chairman, Vernon Peeples, who somehow found time not
only to compose and relate the interesting story of “The
Charlotte Harbor Division of the Florida Southern Railroad,”
but to supervise all of the many arrangements necessary for
this convention.
Mr. Goza moved the adoption of the resolutions. The motion
passed.
Mr. Craig thanked everyone who had worked to make the
meeting such a success. He announced that the 1972 annual
meeting would be held May 11-13, 1972, in Jacksonville. The
business session was then adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Alva L. Jones
N E W M E M B E R S
April 1970 - March 1971

J. M. Anaueira, Miami
*Mrs. Erling E. Ayers, Coral Gables
Donald Ball, Clearwater
Royce Beasley, Winter Haven
John M. Belohlavek, Tampa
William H. Bevis, Fort Meade
George C. Bittle, Berlin, New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. L. M. Blain, Tampa
Mrs. William C. Blake, Tampa
Fred Blakey, Gainesville
John R. Boots. Jr.. Ocala
John D. Born, Wichita, Kansas
*Mary Edith Brown, Arcadia
Mrs. George Bukota, Tampa
Ronald J. Caldwell, Tallahassee
Samuel M. Clark, Dunedin
Mrs. Lewis T. Corum, Tampa
David L. Davis, Donalsonville, Georgia
Esther A. DeLegal, Jacksonville
J. Larry Durrence, Lakeland
G. Alda Earp, DeLand
*Frederick Eberson, St. Petersburg
*J. Ollie Edmunds, Jacksonville
Mrs. Jewel Edwards, Lloyd
T. L. Ellis, Jr., Green Cove Springs
Lucius Ellsworth, Pensacola
Charles W. Emerson, Clearwater
J. Brown Farrior, Tampa
Mrs. Loyal Frisbie, Bartow
Dennis D. Fusilier, Tampa
George H. Gage, Tampa
Charles A. Gauld, Miami
Jabbo Gordon, Bradenton
Lucille Green, Jacksonville
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Mrs. Edward W. Hanson, Clearwater
Helen King Hastings, Rives Junction, Michigan
Frances J. Henderson, Miami
Glen P. Hudson, Pensacola
James L. Hudson, Jr., Jacksonville
Mrs. Henry H. Hull, Jacksonville
Eleanor K. Hunn, Pensacola
Thomas E. Huser, West Palm Beach
G. Douglas Inglis, Hattiesburg, Mississippi
August E. Johansen, Winter Park
Mrs. Henry B. Johns, St. Augustine
Dorothy Kaucher, Lake Wales
Mildred Kaucher, Lake Wales
Emil Korica, Clearwater
Elise Laffitte, Lloyd
Veliko Lalich, Miami
Mrs. James N. LaRoche, Fort Walton Beach
David B. Levine, Holly Hill
Mrs. Sarah D. Lewis, Tallahassee
H. Sidney Linton, Raleigh, North Carolina
Charles H. Lister, Jr.. Oldsmar
Edna Peace Lockett, Fort Basinger
John D. Lowrey, Fremont, California
S. A. Macaluso, Ft. Lauderdale
Russell Magnaghi, Marquette, Michigan
Nola B. Mahaffey, Melbourne
Alvin J. Marrow, Sebring
Arthur L. Marsh, St. Augustine
Mrs. Arlina C. Mass, Punta Gorda
*M. J. Moss, Jr., Orlando
James C. McKay, New Port Richey
William C. McMurtrey, Jr., Windermere
Gustave A. Nelson, Clearwater
Earle W. Newton, Pensacola
Mrs. F. C. Nixon, Jacksonville
Raymond G. O’Connor, Coral Gables
Patty Paul, Tallahassee
*Robert H. Paul, Jacksonville
Ronald Payne, Fort Lauderdale
O. L. Peacock, Fort Pierce
Anthony Perez, Tampa
Cynthia H. Plockelman, West Palm Beach
W. H. Purcell, Lakeland
Mrs. O. H. Reed, Merritt Island
Mrs. A. W. Rehbaum, Jr., Mount Dora
Alma P. Robbins, Clearwater
Thomas Root, Tampa
*Annie M. Rosenberg, Hawthorne
Charles T. Rouleau, Tampa
Arthur C. Schofield, Sarasota
James R. Scott, Milton
Mrs. Margaret T. Scott, Naples
W. F. Shaw, Miami
Richard E. Shoemaker, Belle Glade
T. Lane Showalter, Largo
James Silver, Tampa
Nixon Smiley, Miami
Douglas D. Smith, Pensacola
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Julia F. Smith, Statesboro, Georgia
Mrs. Shepherd Smith, Winter Park
Perry A. Snyder, Lakeland
Terrell F. Solana, Niceville
Gertrude K. Stoughton, Tarpon Springs
John S. Taaffe, Tampa
Robert S. Terwilliger, Coconut Grove
S. Van Veen, Antwerp, Belgium
Bill Wagner, Tampa
G. Sidney Waits, Andalusia, Alabama
Lambert M. Ware, Tampa
Otway Ware, Panama City
Lamar Warren, Fort Lauderdale
Len Whalen, Tampa
Mrs. G. M. White, Dunedin
Mrs. C. H. Widders, San Diego, California
E. P. Williams, Jr., Sanford
**Mrs. Thomas Lyle Williams, Thomasville, Georgia
F. G. Winter, Naples
Amelia Island Company, Fernandina
American Studies Research Centre, Hyderabad-7, India
Beauclerc Elementary School No. 230, Jacksonville
Beggs Educational Center, Pensacola
Booth Library, Charleston, Illinois
Canadian Historic Sites, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
Central State College Library, Edmond, Oklahoma
Chancery Library, Archdiocese of Miami, Miami
Columbus College Library, Columbus, Georgia
Cudahy Library-Loyola University, Chicago, Illinois
Cypress Elementary School, Pompano Beach
Dalhousie University Library, Halifax, N. S., Canada
Davidson College Library, Davidson, North Carolina
Deerfield Beach High School
Downtown Adult Center, Fort Lauderdale
Charles R. Drew Elementary School, Pompano Beach
Educational Media Center, Jacksonville
Ferry Pass Junior High, Pensacola
Joseph Finegan Elementary School, Atlantic Beach
Florida Junior College, Jacksonville
Gregory Drive Elementary School, Jacksonville
Gulfview Middle School, Naples
Hawthorne Area Library, Hawthorne
Hendricks Avenue School, Jacksonville
Highlands Elementary School, Jacksonville
D. H. Hill Library, Raleigh, North Carolina
Hollywood Public Library
Illinois State University, Normal, Illinois
Thomas Jefferson Elementary, Jacksonville
Memphis Public Library and Information Center, Memphis, Tennessee
National Lending Library for Science and Technology, Boston Spa,
Yorkshire, England
Normandy Village Elementary School, Jacksonville
North Carolina University Library, Greensboro, North Carolina
North Shore Elementary Library, Jacksonville
Plantation Middle School, Fort Lauderdale
University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico
St. Petersburg Junior College Library Sp. Campus
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Sandalwood Junior-Senior High School, Jacksonville
San Diego State College Library, San Diego, California
San Jose Elementary School, Jacksonville
San Jose State College, San Jose, California
Sherwood Forest Elementary School, Jacksonville
South Sumpter High School Library, Bushnell
Sunset Elementary School, Fort Lauderdale
University of Texas Library, Austin, Texas
Trinity University Library, San Antonio, Texas
Warrington Elementary School, Warrington
Washington State University Library, Pullman, Washington
Edward White High School Jacksonville
Collier County Historical Society, Naples
Dunedin Historical Society, Dunedin
Jackson County Historical Commission, Marianna
Osceola County Historical Society, Kissimmee
*Fellow Members
**Life Members

GIFTS TO THE SOCIETY LIBRARY
D ONORS

Southernmost Battlefields of the
Revolution, Charles E. Bennett

Charles E. Bennett

Papers of the Jacksonville Historical Society, Volume 5, Dena
Snodgrass

Colonel O. Z. Tyler

Florida Historical Quarterly
24 issues; Bamboo and Sailing
Ships - The Story of Thomas A.
Edison and Fort Myers, Florida,
Florence Fritz

Estate of Florence Fritz

The Yonges of Caynton., Edgmon, Shropshire, Edward Yonge

Anthony Yonge

Inauguration of Stephen O’Connell as President of the University of Florida

University of Florida

The Marion Steam Shovel
Company Family, George W.
King

Bessie Snavely

Boletin De La Academia Puertorriquena De La Historia Numero Commenorative del Descubrimiento de Mexico

Aurelio Tio
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Rohrbach Genealogy, Lewis
Bunker Rohrbaugh

Lewis Bunker Rohrbaugh

Soldiers of the War of 1812
Buried in Tennessee, Mary
Hardin McCown and Inez E.
Burns

Dewey A. Dye, Jr.

They Built a City, by Dorothy
Kaucher

Dorothy Kaucher

Illustrated Historical Atlas of
the State of Iowa

Iowa State Historical
Society

Florida Baptist Association

Florida Baptist Association

Esplin Pioneers of Utah; WiseTong Pioneers of Clackamas,
Oregon

Arthur D. Coleman

Fifty Songs - Fifty States

John W. Schaum

Ames Family (1520-1969)
Bruton, Somerset, England

Faber K. Ames

Plant Wizard, The Life of Lue
Gim Gong (in memory of Father
Jerome)

Marian Murray

A History of Florida, Charlton
W. Tebeau (in memory of
Father Jerome)

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J.
Mickler

La Comunita Italiana Di Tampa
Angelo Massari (in memory of
Father Jerome)

Angelo Massari

Seventeen additional books were added to the Florida Historical
Society Library from the Father Jerome Memorial Fund.
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FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
April 1, 1970 -March 31, 1971
TREASURER’S REPORT
Balance, April 1, 1970 -----------------------------------------------------------Location of Balances:
Florida National Bank (Gainesville) $4,683.45
First Federal Savings & Loan Assn.
(Gainesville) ------------------------ 9,095.13
Guaranty Federal Savings & Loan
(Gainesville) ------------------------2,764.38
Thompson Memorial Fund
Tampa Federal Savings & Loan
1,724.31
Father Jerome Memorial Fund
University of South Florida
Account No. 95003 ------------------102.47
Petty Cash ------------------------------------- 38.09
Volusia County property ------------------- 120.00
$18,527.83
Julien C. Yonge Publication Fund:
Guaranty Federal Savings &
Loan Assn. (Gainesville) ------------ $11,322.63
Pennzoil United (thirty shares) ---200.00
Middle South Utilities (six shares)
126.00
Florida Growth Fund (fifteen shares) 110.40 $11,759.03
Receipts:
Memberships:
Annual
-------------------------------------- $6,425.50
Fellow
---------------------------------------- 1,035.00
Life -----------------------------------450.00
Historical Societies -----------------------255.00
Contributing -------------------------------200.00
Libraries -----------------------------3,022.75 $11,388.25
Other Receipts:
Quarterly sales ----------------------------- 639.78
Postage
----------------------------------------------- 28.36
First Federal Savings & Loan
Assn. dividends ------------------------------ 464.15
Guaranty Federal Savings & Loan
Assn. dividends -------------------------------- 135.96
Father Jerome Memorial Fund:
Contributions ----------------------------------- 83.50
Tampa Federal Savings & Loan
Assn. dividends --------------------------- 90.42
Annual convention registration, banquet
and luncheon tickets) ------------------- 1,521.75
Transfer of Funds:
Tampa Federal Savings & Loan
88.48
Assn. (Father Jerome Fund for
books) to University State Bank
Guaranty Federal Savings & Loan
100.00
Assn. (Thompson Memorial Award)
to University State Bank
$3,152.41
Julien C. Yonge Publication Fund:
Contributions ----------------------------------- $10.00
Pennzoil United Dividend ----------------- 30.00
Middle South Utilities dividend ------------ 4.32
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Florida Growth Fund dividend ------------ 5.76
Royalties:
Aristocrat in Uniform ----------------- 13.54
Arno Press, Inc. ----------------------- 25.00
(for Quarterly article)
Guaranty Federal Savings & Loan
$669.39
Assn. dividend ----------------------- 580.77
Total Receipts - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Disbursements:
Florida Historical Quarterly:
Printing (E. O. Painter
Printing Co.) ----------------------- $7,380.28
Presidential plaques -------------------- 169.00
40.00
Copyrights ----------------------Mailing List - Direct Mail
Advertising, Inc. -------------202.60
24.00
Rinaldi Printing Company -------Editor’s expense ------------------300.00
University of Florida Teaching
Resources Center --------------3.12
(photos for Quarterly)
P. O. box rental -------------------------9.60
Kodak (microfilm) -----------------$8,184.38
55.78
Annual Convention:
Rinaldi Printing Company --------------- $115.83
(programs)
63.00
Postage for convention -------------------(U.S.F. Acct. No. 95003)
Columbia Restaurant (luncheon)
570.50
Manger Motor Inn (banquet) --------- 713.11
Banquet speaker (expenses) ---------- 24.96
$1,487.40
Other Disbursements:
Petty cash-postage ------------------------------ $24.00
Thompson Memorial Award --------------- 100.00
U. S. F. Account No. 95003 --------------- 269.10
(postage, telephone, and supplies)
Supplies ---------------------------------314.50
Cash (postage) -------------------------------- 156.08
Income tax preparation --------------35.00
(C. P. Saclarides)
Property tax (Volusia County) --------3.10
Dobbs Brothers Library Binding
253.18
(binding for periodicals)
Mickler’s Floridiana -----------------89.84
(books for Father Jerome Collection)
Transfer of Funds:
Guaranty Federal Savings & Loan
Assn.
---------------------------------------- 100.00
(Thompson Memorial Award)
to University State Bank
Tampa Federal Savings & Loan Assn. 88.48
$1,433.28
(Father Jerome for books)
to University State Bank
(checking account)
Net Worth - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Location of Balances:
University State Bank -------------------- $7,526.60
University of South Florida Acct.
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No. 95003 ------------------------133.37
Petty Cash ----------------------------14.09
First Federal Savings & Loan Assn. 9,559.28
(Gainesville)
Guaranty Federal Savings & Loan
Assn. (Gainesville) ------------------ 2,800.34
Thompson Memorial Fund
Tampa Federal Savings & Loan Assn. 1,809.75
Father Jerome Fund
Volusia County Property -------------120.00 $21,963.43
Julien C. Yonge Publication Fund:
Guaranty Federal Savings & Loan
Assn. (Gainesville) ---------------- $11,992.02
Pennzoil United (thirty shares)
126.00
Middle South Utilities -------------(six shares)
Florida Growth Fund ----------------110.40 $12,428.42
(sixteen shares)
Ending Balance, March 31, 1971 ----------------------------------------- $34,391.85
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THE

FLORIDA

HISTORICAL

SOCIETY

THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF FLORIDA, 1856
THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, successor, 1902
THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, incorporated, 1905

OFFICERS
JAMES C. CRAIG, president
JOHN E. JOHNS, president-elect
M ARGARET L. C H A P M A N , vice-president
M RS . M I L T O N D . J O N E S , r e c o r d i n g s e c r e t a r y
MARY JANE KUHL, executive secretary and librarian
SAMUEL PROCTOR, editor, The Quarterly
DIRECTORS
A UDREY BROWARD

THELMA PETERS

DONALD W. CURL

ANTHONY PIzzo

HERBERT J. DOHERTY, JR.

JERRELL SHOFNER

WILLIAM M. GOZA

ROBERT H. SPIRO

B YRON S . HO L L I N S H E A D

CHARLTON W. TEBEAU

MILTON D. JONES

JOHN D. WARE

JAY I. KISLAK

ROBERT W. WILLIAMS

EUGENE LYON

The Florida Historical Society supplies the Quarterly to its
members. The annual membership fee is $7.50, but special
memberships of $15.00, $50.00, $75.00, and $150.00 are available.
Correspondence relating to membership and subscriptions should
be addressed to Mary Jane Kuhl, Executive Secretary, University of South Florida Library, Tampa, Florida 33620. Inquiries concerning back numbers of the Quarterly should be
directed to Mrs. Kuhl.
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